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Helms assails Syria, Arafat 

TEL AVIV (R) — U-S. Senator Jesse Helms said the Syrians were 
“murderers” and Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) had 
frilcd as head of Palestinian self-rale, in an interview published on 
Friday. Mr. Helms, chainnan of the powerful Senate Foreign 
RdauoiK Committee, told the Israeli daily newspaper Yedioth 
Ahronoth be stood by his opposition to the stationing of U.S. 
peace-keeping troops on die IsraeG-held Golan Heights in a future 
peace deal. He added: “The Syrians are murderera, as simple as 
that, and that can be proven- 'They were involved in the »** at 
the Marines’ camp in Barm, an a track that killed 241 Americans. 
Apparently, they were involved also in the attack on Pan Am 103, 
that killed 270 innocent people.” Asked to rate Mr. Arafat’s 
leadership and to assess whether he was “deserving" of U.S. 
support and foreign aid, Mr. Helms said: “Up to now, Arafat has 
foiled as die bader-of the Palestinian Authority." Mr. Helms told 
the Hebrew4angoage paper dial Mr. Arafat had “thrown to the 
wtncT modi of the international aid and trad be received 
immediately after the September 1993 braeh-PLO deal 
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Israel seals 
Hebron building 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
— Israeli troops on Fri- 
ay sealed shut a building at a 
junction outside the occupied 
West Bank town of Hebron 
from which gunmen shot at 
an Israeli bus on Sunday, 
killing two Jewish settlers, 
Palestinians said. Palestinians 
said the building housed 
three shops, closed down by 
the sealing. Israel on Thurs- 
day eased a round-the-clock 
curfew on the 110,000 resi- 
dents of Hebron imposed af- 
ter the ambush. TTie army 
said residents would now be 
confined between 6 p.m. and 
5 a.m. Palestinians condemn 
mass curfews and building 
sealings and demolitions as 
collective punishment. 

Islamic Salvation 
Front’ in Gaza 

GAZA CITY (AFP) — A 
pamphlet signed by the “Isla- 
mic Salvation Front," the 
same name as a fundamental- 
ist Algerian group, was 
issued for the first tune Fri- 
day in the autonomous Gaza 
Strip. There were no immedi- 
ate indications as to the au- 
thors of the leaflets, which 
were distributed mainly in 
die Nusseirat refugee camp. 
The Islamic Resistance 
Movement, Hamas, denied 
any link with die group which 
has never been heard of be-- 
fore. The leaflet called for 
armed uprising against Israel. 
“Every settler and every Jew 
in Palestine is a target," it 


said. The group said it was 
coordinating with iwwfin** A1 
Kassam, the armed wing of 
Hamas, and described itself 
as the “fighting front of the 
Islamic mujahedeen in Pales- 
tine." 

Kuwait oil workers 
suspend strike 

KUWAIT (API — Kuwaiti 
oil workers Friday suspended 
their- seven-day-old strike in 
exchange for a government 
to consider their de- 
fer promotions and 
pay raises, a union rookes- 
man said. Ismail A1 Kandari 
of the union's board of direc- 
tors told the Associated Press 
that the suspension was 
agreed during a meeting be- 
tween labour leaders ana Oil 
Minister Abdul Mohsen Ai 
Madaj. Mr. Kandari said the 
government promised to con- 
sider the union's demands 
but “insisted that there will 
be no solution without a sus- 
pension of the strike." “We 
have suspended the strike be- 
cause there will be a meeting 
.tomorrow with tire oil minis- 
ter and the minister of soda! 
affairs and labour.” 

Turkish mosques 
attacked In Germany 

BONN (AFP) — Two Tur- 
kish mosques were the target 
of arson attacks in Germany 
early Friday by presumed 
right-wing extremists. In the 
Ruhr city of Essen, a mosque 
recently established in a 
single-storey former ware- 
house was completely des- 
troyed by a fire which 
appeared to have been de- 
liberately started in different 
parts of the building, police 
said. At Rothenburg-ob-der- 
Tauber, in Ravaria, a fire- 
bomb was thrown at another 
building con taining a mos- 
que, but bounced off and 
exploded in the street with- 
out causing serious damage. 
Turkish interests in Germany 
have been the target of repe- 
ated arson attacks in connec- 
tion with the war in Turkey’s 
Kurdish region. 

28 Nigerians held 
In Cairo 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian 
authorities arrested 28 Nige- 
rians Friday at Cairo airport 
when they were caught 
travelling in forged British, 
Dutch and Austrian pass- 
ports, police said. The group 
Jad arrived Thursday trom 
hoping to travel to 
l. They admitted buying 
Hie passports from a network 
forgers at an average price 
of $3,000 each, police added. 
Toe passports had all been 
stolen and the photographs of 
true owners replaced by 
“ose of the Nigerians. 


Gore urges end to violence, 
unveils aid for Palestinians 

Arafat, U.S. vice-president meet in Jericho 


JERICHO (Agencies) — 
U.S. Vice-President Al Gore 
Friday announced a $65 mil- 
lion aid package for the 
Palestinians and urged an end 
to anti-Israeli violence as he 
met Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat here. 

Mir. Gore told reporters 
after a one-hour meeting with 
Mr. Arafat that the Palesti- 
nians would also have pre- 
ferential access to the U.S. 
market for certain products. 

“We agreed that one of the 
most important dividends of 
the peace process for the 
Palestinians is the economic 
development of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip," he 
said. 

And he stressed the need 
for Palestinians to step up the 
fight against militant violence 
in return. 

“I thank Arafat for 
announcing he would pursue 
suspected criminals against 
the peace process," Mr. Gore 
said in a reference to the 
PLO chiefs decision to cre- 
ate a high court to judge 
those accused of violently 
trying to undermine the 
peace process. 

“It’s the first steps to con- 
trol violence and to defeat 


the enemies of the peace 
process," Mr. Gore said. 

Mr. Arafat replied: “We 
carry the heavy responsibility 
for protecting the peace of 
the brave from its enemies 
from all rides. We have taken 
and will continue to take 
measures to prevent them.” 

“In your name allow me to 
welcome the American vice- 
president.... he must help us 
and stand by us until the 
implementation of the agree- 
ment and the establishment 
of our state with its capital 
Jerusalem,” Mr. Arafat said. 

Mr. Arafat said regarding 
the Palestinian claim on Jeru- 
salem: “He who doesn’t like 
it can drink from the Gaza 
sea, he can drink from the 
Dead Sea.” 

The square was draped 
with banners, many hailing 
Jerusalem. One read: 
“Jericho is the road to Jeru- 
salem." 

Mr. Arafat plans to stay 
four days in Jericho where he 
will chair a meeting of his 
cabinet on Saturday and meet 
West Bank leaders on Sun- 
day and Monday. 

Mr. Gore, who was wel- 
comed by a parade of hon- 
our, said he was “delighted to 
be here in Jericho, probably 


the oldest known city on the 
earth.” 

Jericho was the last leg of a 
tour which also took him to 
Egypt, Ionian, Oman, Saudi 
Arabia and Israel. 

Mr. Gore’s visit to Jericho 
was the first by a foreign 
dignatory to the tiny auton- 
omous enclave on the West 
Bank. 

It was also the first time 
Mr. Arafat had travelled to 
Jericho since a brief visit on 
July 5 shortly after returning 
from exile to take charge of 
self-rule. 

Mr. Arafat thanked Mr. 
Gore for the aid announce- 
ment and said “after your 
visit we will be able to gain 
more and more benefit of the 
peace process." 

The aid package is to be 
spread over several years in 
two separate programmes; 
$41 million will go to improve 
water supplies and waste wa- 
ter management in the self- 
rule Gaza Strip; a further $25 
million is to be spent on 
emergency projects to im- 
prove infrastructure and cre- 
ate jobs in the strip. 

Two protocols were signed 
for die immediate release of 
two $4 million loans to fund 
the tannacing of roads and 


help needy people in refugee 
camps as part of the 
emergency projects funds. 

“President (Bill) Clinton 
authorised me to proclaim 
now that the General System 
of Preference wifi be open to 
the Palestinians which is un- 
usual in the region and of 
great value,” Mr. Gore 
added. 

“It offers duty-free access 
to tire U.S. market for speci- 
fied products from develop- 
ing countries and territories.” 

He recalled that Washing- 
ton promised $500 million of 
aid to the Palestinians in 
1995-98 of which $100 million 
would be pot up this year. 

Jericho was draped with 
both the Palestinian and U.S. 
flags for the arrival of Mr. 
Gore and Mr. Arafat on Fri- 
day. 

Mr. Arafat told a 2,000- 
strong crowd ahead of the 
talks that he would ask 
Washington to help imple- 
ment the autonomy deal with 
Israel. 

Mr. Arafat struck a defiant 
note as be said to loud ap- 
plause: “Jerusalem is tire 
capital of Palestine, whether 
they (the Israelis) like it or 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israelis see Palestinian 
state emerging from talks 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — 
Increasing nnmbers of 
Israelis are convinced the 
autonomy talks with the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) will lead to 
the creation of a Palestinian 
state in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, an opinion poll 
published Friday showed. 

A survey of 500 people 
conducted by tire Dahaf Insti- 
tute showed that 73 per cent 
thought the peace process 
was leading to the establish- 
ment of a Palestinian state, 
while 23 per cent said the 
opposite and four per cent 
had no opinion. 

Tire poll, published in the 
Yediot Aharonot daily, also 
found that 42 per cent of 
Israelis favoured continuing 
talks with the PLO uncon- 
ditionally on extending 
Palestinian self-rule on the 
West Bank. 

Twenty-two per cent de- 
manded that the PLO first 
“deal with terrorism” and 34 
per cent wanted the negotia- 
tions to be halted. Two per 


cent had no opinion. 

The left-wing Meretz Party 
called Friday for the creation 
of a Palestinian state, backing 
one of its leaders, Enviom- 
ment Minister Yossi Sand. 

Meretz is part of the ruling 
coalition. 

Last week Mr. Sarid said a 
Palestinian state would 
emerge “within a few 
months,” but Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin rejected the 
idea. 

At tire other end of the 
political spectrum, former 
Defence Minister Ariel Shar- 
on of tire right-wing Likud 
said recently be would prefer 
a “territorial compromise" 
on the West Bank to auton- 
omy. 

“It would be a lesser evil, 
since Palestinian autonomy is 
leading to a state over tire 
whole of the West Bank, 
whereas a territorial com- 
promise will lead to a state 
only in part of it,” Mr. Shar- 
on said. 

MmaTzemach, head of the 
Dahaf Institute, said the 


latest findings “show the 
peace process still enjoys vast 
support among the public." 

Ms. Tzemach said around 
60 per cent of Israelis 
favoured negotiations after 
tire PLO-Israeh declaration 
of principles on self-rule was 
signed in September 1993. 

“They are still in favour, 
but many want security 
guarantees,” she stressed. 

Support for tire peace pro- 
cess in Israel has risen since 
January, when it readied its 
lowest point in the wake of a 
suicide bombing which killed 
21 Israelis north of Tel Aviv. 

If elections were to be held 
now, 40 per cent would vote 
for Mr. Rabin, compared 
with 34 per cent for his right- 
wing Likud rival Benjamin 
Netanyahu, according to tire 
poll. 

Another potential right- 
wing candidate, former army 
chief Raphael Eitan, would 
get 13 per cent of the vote, 
while another 13 per cent 

(Co nti nued on page 7) 


Ekeus rejects new U.S. 
charges of Iraq weapons 


BAGHDAD 
Rolf Ekeus, the U.N. official 
in charge of disarming Iraq, 
said on Friday he was not 
treating seriously U.S. 

at Baghdad was re- 
building its weapons prog- 
ramme. 

“We do not recognise 
that," Mr. Ekeus said when 
asked about the charges. 

U.S. Ambassador to the 
United Nations Madeleine 
Albright on Tuesday showed 
senators aerial pictures that 
she said indicated Iraq was 
rebuilding its weapons prog- 
ramme and told them Iraq 
continues to devote money 
and manpower to rebuilding 
programme's infrastructure. 

Mr. Ekeus was speaking in 
Baghdad, where he was to 
hold talks with Iraqi arms 
officials to solve outstanding 
issues, particularly with re- 
gards to Baghdad’s past re- 
search on biological warfare. 

The visit is his second with- 
in a month and Is his last to 
the Iraqi capital before mak- 
ing a report to the Security 
Council on April 10 that is 
key to the possible lifting or 
easing of the U.N. trade and 
oil embargo imposed on 
Baghdad after its forces in- 
vaded Kuwait in August 
1990. 


The U.N. Security Council 
voted March 13 to extend 
sanctions against Iraq for a 
further two months, but re- 
newed efforts to ease or lift 
the sanctions are expected 
later this spring. 

Mr. Ekeus* report is ex- 
pected to declare that a long- 
term monitoring system to 
ensure Iraq complies with the 
1991 Gulf war resolutions is 
finally operational. 

“I am very hopeful. It does 
not depend on us but on the 
result of our work here,” he 
said. 

Mr. Ekeus, who is head of 
the U.N. Special Commission 
on Iraq, said he was hopeful 
that his team of eight experts 
would solve any outstanding 
problems. 

“I have a big team of ex- 
perts with me here and we 
will focus upon sorting out 
remaining problems,'’ he 
said. 

U.N. arms inspectors say 
Iraq has not accounted for 
20oQ tonnes of so-called 
complex “growth media” 
that could be used to produce 
two to three tonnes of bacte- 
rial material for biological 
weapons. 

The commission charges 
that Iraq imported fri 1988-89 
milli ons of dollars-worth of 


growth media, in which 
germs can grow. 

The U.N. team says it 
could not declare Iraq had 
frilly complied with the 1991 
Gulf war ceasefire terms on 
disarmament without full 
knowledge of what happened 
to the material. 

Asked whether he was still 
facing serious obstacles in his 
attempts to disarm Iraq, Mr. 
Ekeus, a former Swedish di- 
plomat, said: “They are 
possible to solve (and) in this 
sense they are not serious, 
but it depends on the Iraqi 
attitude to settle them." 

He said his discussions with 
tile Iraqis would not only be 
confined to Baghdad’s biolo- 
ical warfare file. “We will 
eal with all areas," he said. 

Mr. Ekeus said the pre- 
sence of two American priso- 
ners in Iraq for illegally en- 
tering the country from 
Kuwait was not a matter of 
concern to him. 

Mr. Ekeus is expected to 
meet General Amer Rashed, 
head of Iraq’s Military Indus- 
trialisation Commission, later 
on Friday. 

On Thursday, Iraq for the 
first time allowed Western 
diplomats to visit the two 

(Confirmed on page 7) 


Israel, 

PNA wage 
truck war 

EREZ (Agencies) — Israel 
on Friday lifted a ban on 
Palestinian tracks entering 
from Gaza but new, strict 
security checks kept hun- 
dreds of lorries loaded with 
perishable produce waiting 
for hours in the sun, witnes- 
ses said. 

Israel barred all vehicles 
from Gaza after finding an 
explosive-laden track from 
tire seif-rale enclave in south- 
ern Israel on Monday. 

The Palestinian National 
Authority set ban-related los- 
ses doe to trucks not being 
able to get out at $3 million 
daily. 

In retaliation for the Israeli 
ban, the Palestinian Author- 
ity turned back two Israeli 
trucks loaded with bananas 
on Friday. 

“From now on, we will 
prevent consignments of fruit 
and vegetables from Israel 
entering the Gaza Strip," 
said Mahmoud Abu Samra, 
Palestinian Agriculture 
Ministry official. 

“Today we turned back 
two trucks. If the Israelis 
continue to block our exports 
to Israel, we will also con- 
tinue to turn theirs bade," 
he warned. 

Israel only allowed in four 
trucks and three taxis from 
Gaza on Friday. 

“We can no longer accept 
imports of Israeli products 
worth $8 million a day when 
we can no longer export our 
S3 mOhoa a day worth of fruit 
and vegetables,” said Mr. 
Abu Samra. 

On Wednesday, the Israeli 
agriculture ministry said it 
would allow 200 tracks a day 
to enter, starting on Friday. 
The number of tracks is the 
same as allowed in before the 
vehicle ban. 

But by mid-morning on 
Friday, witnesses said that 
since dawn only one track 
had actually made it into 
Israel. Trucks had to pass 
checks at three Palestinian 
roadblocks before reaching 
Israeli forces at the Erez 
checkpoint 

‘Ton are responsible, you 
are Palestinians, you should 
let us pass,” one tracker 
shouted at police at one of 
the Palestinian roadblocks. 

Another trucker, Fayez 
Salim, waiting in line, said 
from the cab of his vehicle: 
“We have been here since 
Inst night.” 

An Israeli army spokesman 
said a report on the number 
of trades actually allowed in 
on Friday could only be made 
near the end of the day. 



Hb Majesty Hussein with French President Francois Mitterrand at the Elysee Palace 
in Paris on Thursday (AFP photo) 

King’s talks with Mitterrand 
seen to enhance French role 


PARIS (Petra) — The di- 
plomatic advisor of French 
President Francois Mitter- 
rand said Friday His Majesty 
King Hussein’s meeting on 
Thursday with tire French 
president would enhance the 

g slitical role France and 
urope could play in the 
Middle East peace process 
and the economic develop- 
ment of the region. 

In a statement to the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra, tire 
advisor said Mr. Mitterrand 
has affirmed to the King that 
France, in view of its disting- 
uished relations with the 
countries of the region, was 
attempting to advance tire 
peace process and contribute 
to the economic development 
of the region. 

King Hussein later Thurs- 
day left for Los Angeles, to 
accept an award for peace. 


before departing for 
Washington, where he will 
hold talks with President Bill 
Cfinton and senior adminis- 
tration officials. 

The King is accompanied 
by Her Majesty Queen Noor, 
Their Royal Highnesses 
Prince Ali and Prince 
Hashem, Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker and 
military advisor Major 
General Hmeidi Al Fayez. 

The King’s meeting with 
Mr. Mitterrand over lunch on 
Thursday was described as a 
largely courtesy visit before 
tire president leaves office in 
May. 

At the meeting, the two 
leaders discussed bilateral re- 
lations, developments in the 
peace process and issues of 
common interest. 

Following the meeting, the 
King told journalists discus- 


sions also foensed on 
Europe's role in the peace 
process. 

He voiced hope that 
France will play a bigger role 
in die peace process and in 
the economic development 
process in the region. 

He said his talks in 
Washington would “deal with 

The King's meeting with 
President Clinton is sche- 
duled for March 27. 

After his White House 
meeting, the King will under- 
go a routine medical check- 
up at the Mayo Clinic in 
Rochester, Minnesota, and 
then proceed for a visit to 

Canada be ginning April I. 

The King was scheduled to 
receive the Simon Wiesenthal 
Centre’s annual award and 
deliver an address at tire cen- 
tre late Friday in Los 
Angeles. 
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Turkish troops body-search a northern Iraqi resident at a checkpoint they have set up on the 
area (AFP photo) 

Turkish forces bomb Kurdish 
villages amid mounting concern 


DERG ALE, Iraq (Agencies) 
— Turkish warplanes have 
bombed three Kurdish moun- 
tain villages in northern Iraq, 
destroying several homes and 
forcing dozens of villagers to 
flee, correspondents reported 
Friday. 

The raids came in defiance 
of Western calls to safeguard 
civilians in Ankara’s cross- 
border operation against 
rebels. 

ix houses in the village of 
Dereale, 100 kilometres east 
of the Iraqi border town of 
Zakho, were badly damaged. 
Residents said one person 
was wounded in the air 
strikes on Wednesday. 

“Three planes came and 
dropped bombs. Then they 
left mid came back and < ' 
ped more," Jalal Fund, 
from Dergete, told Renters. 
Nearby villages of Besili and 
Gulka were also hit by Tur- 
kish jets, the villagers said. 

Turkish officials had no 
immediate comment on the 
reports but earlier* insisted 
there had been no civilian 
casualties in five days of a 
land and air operation into 
northern Iraq to root out 
Kurdish Labour Party (PKK) 
guerrillas, who use bases 


there to attack targets inside 
Turkish territory. 

Iraqi Kurdish officials have 
also accused Turkish troops 
of looting houses and arrest- 
ing Knrdnsh civilians. 

PKK leader Abdullah Oca- 
lan claimed that Turkish 
forces were killing Kurdish 
refugees and urged the world 
to pressure Ankara to stop 
what he called “massacres." 

“We urge the international 
community not to remain si- 
lent to these acts of mas- 
sacres.... they should cease 
condoning the domination of 
one people by another," he 
declared in a statement. 

Kurds make up one-fifth of 
Turkey’s 60 million popula- 
tion. The PKK launched a 
campaign for autonomy in 
1984 ana some 15,000 people 
have died in tire bloodletting. 

Some 35,000 Turkish 
troops, backed by tanks, 
artillery and air strikes, cros- 
sed info the Iraqi Kurds' self- 
rule enclave where the PKK 
maintains bases, on Monday 
in the biggest military opera- 
tion in tire region since the 
1991 Gulf war. 

Mr. Ocalan, whose current 
whereabouts are not known, 
daimed in a statement faxed 


to tire AP that the Turkish 
forces were concentrating on 
attacking camps housing 
thousands of Kurdish re- 
fugees from Turkey rather 
than going after his guerril- 
las. 

The United States and the 
European Union have ex- 
pressed concern for the safety 
of avihans in the Turkish 
operation, but stopped short 
of denouncing it. 

In Geneva, U.N. refugee 
officials joined the chorus of 
concern over Turkey’s in- 
tervention in northern Iraq, 
saying it had triggered a new 
flight of Kurdish refugees 
from the battle zone to camps 
farther south. 

U.N. High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR) 
spokesman Rupert Colville 
said the agency was “deeply 
concerned" over the rights of 

Kurds in the part of northern 

Iraq now occupied by Tur- 
kish troops, saying it had 
reports of arrests and trans- 
fers back to Turkey. 

Mr. Colville said hundreds 
of refugees had already fled 
the northern Iraq city of 
Zakho — in tiie zone held 

(Conthmed on page 7) 
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Home & Middle East News 


JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY, MARCH 25, 1*5 


Central Bank experts to assist 
Palestinian Monetary Authority 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Jordanian ex- 
perts will help the Palestinian 
self-rule authority set up me- 
asures to monitor and super- 
vise commercial banking in 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip in coordination with the 
International Monetary Fund 
(RIF), Centra] Bank of Jor- 
dan (CBJ) Governor 
Mohammad Saed A1 Nabulsi 
said Friday. 

An agreement in principle 
ip this effect was readied 
during discussions the CBJ 
held with a visiting delegation 
from the Palestinian Monet- 
ary Authority (PMA), Dr. 
Nabulsi told the Jordan 
limes. 

Die agreement now awaits 
RIF arrangements under its 
technical assistance program- 
me for the Palestinians to pay 
for the experts, designated by 
the CBJ, for their work in the 
territories, Dr. Nabulsi said. 

“We discussed what are 
il-- needs of the Palestinian 
(i.Ionetary Authority) and 
ajFeed that some CBJ ex- 
perts wfli work with them to 
triin them in supervision of 
bcnlring,” be said. 

Die Palestinian delegation 
to the meetings was headed 
by Fuad Bseiso, chief of the 
Palestinian Monetary Au- 
thority (PMA). Dr. Nabulsi 
and his executive deputy, 
Ahmad Abul Fattah, repre- 
sented die CBJ. 

Among the main topics for 
tiie discussions were modali- 
ties of cooperation in banking 
affairs between the CBJ and 


According to a report in 
the local press, “the Palesti- 
nian side was briefed on the 
progress towards the issue of 
making the Jordanian dinar 
convertible and the approval 
of the International Monet- 
ary Fund for the issue." 

Die report said the Palesti- 
nian side “was comfortable 
with the developments be- 
cause of the stability of the 
dinar that will be reflected on 
the residents of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

According to informed 
sources, the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
headed by Yasser Arafat 
appears to have shelved its 
plans to issue a Palestinian 
currency if only because of 
the potential problems it 
could create that would edge 
out the symbolic nationalistic 
gain that the authority envis- 
aged. 

Dr. Nabulsi said the CBJ 
and the PMA had worked out 
the guidelines for licensing 
h anks in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip in line with the 
agreement that was signed 
between the Jordanian gov- 
ernment and the PNA in 
December. He (fid not elabo- 
rate. 

According to the local re- 
port, tiie two sides agreed 
that any Jordanian bank in- 


done in coordination with the 
Central Bank of Jordan and 
die Palestinian Monetary Au- 
thority. 

That arrangement was war- 
ranted under the provisions 
of an agreement reached be- 
tween Jordan and Israel in 
December 1993. That accord 
calk for coordination be- 
tween the Central Bank of 
Jordan and the Bank of Israel 
to allow the operations of 
Jordanian commercial banks 
in the occupied territories. 

During last week’s meeting 
the Palestinian delegation 
was given a briefing on the 
performance of the branches 
of Jordanian commercial 
banks already in operation in 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip as weD as the para- 
meters adopted by the Cen- 
tral Bank of Jordan in terms 
of the bank branches’ liquid- 
ity, reserves and related 
issues. 

The Palestinian National 
Authority is seeking a larger 
infusion of liberal credit faci- 
lities for the Palestinians in 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. Most banks are reluc- 
tant to adopt a very liberal 
approach if only because of 
the absence of law- 
enforcement measures in tbe 


the Palestinian Monetary Au- 
eview of Jorda- 


thority and a review < 
aian moves to make the 
Jordanian dinar convertible. 


in opening a new 
branch in tbe autonomous 
Gaza Strip and Jericho has to 
secure an approval from the 
PNA and after getting a PNA 
aproval it should apply to the 
Central Bank of Jordan for 
its consideration of the ap- 
plication and decisions. 

For banks which want to 
branches in other parts 
the West Bank which are 
still under occupation, the 
issuance of licences will be 


open 
of tbe 


territories. However, most of 
the banks report that their 
brandies are doing relatively 
well in tbe West Bank and 
Gaza Strip despite problems 

related to recovery of dues. 

A World Bank team is 
expected to visit tbe Gaza 
Strip soon for discussions 
with tiie Palestinian National 
Authority and its related 
agencies, including the PMA,. 
on developing the banking 
sector in the occupied terri- 
tories in coordination with 
the IMF. - 


Iranian singer stages 
omeback to fight regime 




LONDON (AFP) — Iran’s 
t est-loved singer of tradition- 
al music. Marziell was to 
make a long-awaited stage com- 
eback Friday in London, IS 
years after being silenced by 
tbe regime in Tehran. 

She will appear at the 
Royal Albert Hall accompa- 
nied by the London Festival 
Orchestra, with a programme 
cf songs attacking die regime 
in Tehran and celebrating tiie 
cause of those trying to over- 
throw it. 

Maraeh finally opted to go 
into exile at the age of 7p 
having waited in vain, as she 
explains, for the demise of 
the regime she so abhors. 

“I have sung for the moun- 
tains, the rivers and the birds. 
But I have sworn never to 
sing for the mullahs because 


itself." 

“But the day came when I 
could no longer bear what 
was happening. So I left to 
bring the cries of. Iranian 
women to the ears of the 
world ” riie said. 

Maraeh, whose expressive 
face becomes taut with anger 
when she recounts the suffer- 
ings of Iranian women. “Do 
you know that in Iran, 
women set themselves on fire 
rather than go bn living in 
this way?” 

“Do you know that in just 
one school, eight little girls 
threw themselves out of die 
window so they might not 
have to live as their mothers 
lived. Do you know that slav- 
ery is back again and that 
women are sold for a handful 
of dollars?" 


they have put the beauty of 
Iran behind bare,’ 


Iraqi clergy 
encourage 
Muslims to 
skip Haj 


the small 
grey-baired woman said 
through an interpreter here 
on Thursday. 

Maraeh bas not sung in 
public since 1979 when 
Ayatollah Ruhollab 
Khomeini turned Iran into a 
hardline Islamic republic in 
which music was frowned 
upon and women were fro- 
bidden to indulge in such 
“un-Islamic" behaviour as 


Marzieh began her singing 
career in 1942. She was the 
first woman to sing live on 
Iranian radio and her success 


was phenomenal . She sang 
1 Elizabeth 


for Britain's Queen 
Q, General diaries de Gaul- 
le of France and U.S. Presi- 
dent Richard Nixon but her 
real popularity lay with the 


ordinary people of Iran. 
After the Island 


Jamie revolu- 


tion, she retired to a village 
er nrfl- 


ver the years, Marzieh 
was transformed from a poli- 
tically uncommitted perfor- 
mer into a vehement critic of 
the Tehran regime and who 
has latterly become a fervent 
partisan of Masoud Rajavf s 
Mujabedeen-e-Khalq opposi- 
tion army. 

She explains her initial fai- 
lure to react to the repression 
by “a long sustained bope of 
seeing the regime collapse by 


near Tehran while her 
lions of fans were forced to 
hide to listen to her records. 
She would go alone into tbe 
desert to keep her voice in 
training and “ring for tbe 
mountains, the rivers and tbe 
birds." 


It was in September last 
year after a meeting with 
Maryam Rajavi, Masoud Ra- 
javi’s wife that she decided 
she had sat on the political 
sideline too long. 


BAGHDAD (AP) — 
Twenty-five of the country’s 
leafing clerics have issued a 
religious edict urging Iraqis 
not to make pilgrimage to 
holy rites in Saudi Arabia this 
year, newspapers reported 
Friday. 

Tbe edict cited deepening 
economic problems in Iraq 
caused by tbe U.N. sanc- 
tions, which were imposed 
after die Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait in 1990. 

According to A1 Thawra 
newspaper, tbe derics “said 
it is permissible to postpone 
the pilgrimage to Mecca for 
all Iraqis due to the circumst- 
ances of the unjust sanc- 
tions." 

It suggested that money be 
spent, instead, “on tbe poor 
and the needy in this coun- 
try." 

There was no bint in A1 
Thawra or in AJ Iraq, which 
is published by Kurdish 
groups, if the government in- 
tends to enforce the religious 
ruling by denying would-be 
pfigmns foreign currency for 
the trip or exist permits. 

Iraq is running increasingly 
short of foreign currency, the 
sanctions prevent it from ex- 
porting oil, its main foreign- 
currency earner, until it has 
complied with U.N. resolu- 
tions issued at the dose of the 
1991 Gulf War. 

In recent weeks, Iraq has 
appealed to Saudi Arabia to 
free some S25 million in 
frozen Iraqi assets. There has 
been no public reply to the 
request. 



"PHOTO-PALS’*: Mrs. Tipper Gore, wife of U.S. Vice- 
President AJ Gore, has her picture taken by Palestinian 
s tu de nts in the RamaOah model elemen t a ry school in the 
West Bank. Mrs. Gore has a “photo-pal” wriump ; 

programme that wffl bring these Palestinian students closer 


t o gether to students in an Israeli school. With the cameras 
provided by Mrs. Gore, the students, who live just minutes 
apart but who have never met, wffl shar e their experiences 
through pictures taken of themselves, their friends and their 
environment (AFP photo) 


Eyeing own interests,U.S. mutes criticism of Turkey 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
As Europe casts an in- 
creasingly critical eye on Tur- 
key’s offensive into Iraq 
against Kurdish rebels, the 
United States is determined 
to hold on to a key ally in the 
region ami is holding its ton- 


on the future of the opera- 
tion. 


Since tiie beginning of last 
week, Washington has with- 
held judgement on the opera- 
tion Ankara unleashed 
against positions of the 
breakaw ay K urdish Labour 
Party (PKK), mindful that 
Turkey is a vital ally. 

President Bill Clinton said 
he “understood” Turkey’s 
move, and his spokesman 
Michael McCrary said Thurs- 
day tiie intervention was not 
an invasion because the Ank- 
ara had pledged it would 
respect Iraq's territorial in- 
tegrity. 

The Pentagon, which sus- 
pended for three days Opera- 
tion Provide Comfort for 
Kurdish refugees in northern] 
Iraq, wants to know the dura- 
tion of the military .actions in 
northeipjraq before deciding 


Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher has indicated be 
had been assured the opera- 
tion would be limited in 
scope and time. 

France, Britain, Belgium, 
Germany, Spain and Russia, 
However, have been openly 
critical of the Turkish opera- 
tion, saying Ankara plainly is 
violating Iraq’s territorial in- • 
tegrity. 

But Washington is deter- 
mined to stay on the sidelines 
of the controv e rsy over the 
operation, as Turkey, mem- 
ber of die North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation 
(NATO), is seen as a key 
strategic ally, experts said. 

“Washington wants Tur- 
key to play a positive role and 
a stabmsatmg one in the Bal- 
kans, in the Middle East and 
in the Caucasus." said Bulent 
Alirize, a Turkey specialist at 
the conservative Centre for 
Strategic and International 
Studies. .... 

“The United States is very 


interested having Turkey 
playing a role in the peace 
process between Azerbaijan 
and and Armenia. 

“Regarding Iraq, Turkey is 
a very important partner," 
Mr. Alirize added, noting the 
size of tiie Turkish army and 
the important role of the 
U.S. base at Incetfik,. south- 
ern Turkey. 

Of the 1,900 
part in “Provide 
1.500 are U.S. soldiers. And 
Washington has an additional 
4,000 troops stationed in Tur- 
key, according to the Penta- 
gon- 

While Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein does not control 
northern Iraq, Washington 
“worries about the vacuum" 
that could be created in Kur- 
distan once tbe relief effort 
ends. 


historical crossroads, and the 
army’s strike against Kurdish 
separatism is part of the pro- 
cess in which they are decid- 
ing whether to turn eastward 
or westward," The Washing- 
ton Post editorialised Thurs- 
day, citing the “Islamic fun- 
damentalist threat" and Tur- 
key’s.. customs accord with 
the European Union, now 
awaiting European parlia- 
ment ratification. 


The United States has been firmly 
opposed to the creation of 
any Kurdish entity in Kurdis- 
tan, the ethnic Kurdish re- 
gion straddling parts of Syria. 
Turkey, Iran and Iraq. 

“The Turks live at a great 


But the U.S. administra- 
tion's reluctance to criticise 
Turkey did not extend to 
some quarters of Congress. 

“The world would become 
even more dangerous if coun- 
tries with strong armies and 
border frustrations felt free 
to take tbe law into their own 
hands," the New York Times 
commented Thursday. 

Republican Representative 
John Edward Porter was 
more blunt. “There is no 
question but that tbe Turkish 

g overnment, in the guise of 
ghting terrorism, is commut- 
ing genocide against Kurdish 
people," be said. 


U.S. offers $4m reward for Pan Am case Libyans 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Two Libyans charged in the 
bombing over Scotland of 
Pan Am Flight 103 were put 
on the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation’s (FBI) 10 most 
wanted list Thursday and a $4 
million reward was posted — 
the largest ever offered by 
the U.S. government. 

“They’ve got to know that 
just because this crime hap- 
ned in 1988, the United 
ties, the FBI, the Depart- 
ment of Justice and the peo- 
le of Scotland and England 
ave not forgotten,” Robert 
Bryant, assistant FBI director 
for national security, told re- 
porters. 

'We’ll follow them to tbe 
ends of the world to bring 
them to court. We’ll never 
quit on this case." 

Mr. Bryant said a variety 
of innovative methods, in 
addition to traditional 
wanted posters, would be 
used “to elicit the coopera- 
tion of the people of Libya 
and North Africa.” 

For the first time, the in- 
formation was posted on the 
worldwide computer Inter- 
net. It also is being printed in 
Arabic on matchbook covers 
circulated in the region and 
sent into Libya by radio and 
facsimile machine. Posters in 
E nglish and Arabic, showing 
a suitcase full of dollars and 


will be 


the two suspects, 
circulated. 

“We believe they are in 
Libya,’’ Mr. Bryant said. He 
added that there are periodic 
reports that they travel out- 
side Libya, but he would not 
say where. 

Abdul Basset Ali Ai Me- 
grain and Lamen Khalifa Fhi- 
mah were charged in the Un- 
ited States and Scotland in 
1991 witii smuggling a suit- 
case bomb onto the Sight, 
which exploded over Locker- 
brie 

Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi denies allegations 
that the men are Libyan 
and refuses to turn 
over for trial in tbe 
United States or Britain, as 
those governments demand, 
his greatest compromise so 
far is an offer to turn the pair 
over to the World Court in 
the Hague for trial by Scot- 
tish judges, rejected by the 
United States and Britain. 

The S4 million reward — 
the maximum allowed for in- 
formation leading to tbe cap- 
ture and conviction of both 
men — includes $2 million 
from the State Department 
and SI million apiece from 
the Air Line Pilots Associa- 
tion and die Intranational Air 
Transport Association. Pre- 
viously, a generic $1 million 
reward was offered. 


The largest previous award 
was $2 million claimed by an 
informant in last month’s 
arrest of Ramzi Yousef in 
Pakistan on charges involving 
tbe February 1993 bombing 
of New York’s World Trade 
Centre. 

Mr. Bryant was asked 
whether the killing of two 
American diplomatic work- 
ers in Pakistan earlier this 
month was in retaliation for 
the arrest of Mr. Yousef 
there. “We don’t have any 
evidence of that,” be replied. 

Official U.S., British and 
U.N. requests for the Libyan 
government to turn over Mr. 
Megrahi and Mr. Fhimah 
have failed as have Western 
sanctions, including cutting 
off air travel and aviation 
spare parts. 

Some senators are ha cking 
a proposal to seize tbe in- 
terest from frozen Libyan 
assets in this country. 

The two Libyans were 
identified in tbe indictment as 
officers of the .Jamahiriya 
security organisation, which 
the U.S. attorney general de- 
scribed at that ’time as the 
“intelligence service through 
which Libya conducted acts 
of terrorism against other na- 
tions." 

According to Justice De- 
partment documents, Mr Fhi- 


mah was the station manager 
for Libyan Airlines at Malta's 
Luqa airport. It was there 
that the two Libyans con- 
structed a bomb, using plastic 
explosives and a Swiss-made 
timing device, and concealed 
it inside “a large, brown, 
bard-sided Samsonite suit- 
case," Fhimah "had access to 
Air Malta luggaae tags and 
' the Air Malta facilities," the 
Justice Department docu- 
ments say. 

From Malta the suitcase 
was flown to Frankfurt and 
London, then transferred to 
Pan Am 103 bound for New 
York. It exploded at 31,000 
feet. 


Asian 

housemaids 

charge 



Lebanese 
do not pay 
their wages 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Ramanj 
is one of many Sri Lankan 
housemaids who pleads each 
month with her Lebanese 
employer to pay her salary. 
So far she has received wv 
thing. 

*Tve been working far six 
months but my boss won't 



Ramani, who signed up for 
three years. Her employer 
runs a recruitment agency, 
Sri I^nkan Labour Mints, 
ter Mahinda Rajapakse 
Thursday began a tour of 
Lebanon, Kuwait, the United 
Arab Emirates and Qatar to 
investigate reports of harass- 
ment and ill-treatment of Sri 
Lankan workers. Most of 


l&ya hits back 


Libya on Friday accused 
the United States of “state 
terrorism" after Washington 
increased its reward for two 
Libyan suspects in the 1988 
Lockerbie airliner bombing. 

“This decision puts the Un- 
ited States at the head of 
countries which export ter- 
rorism," said the government 
newspaper AI Shams. 

AJ Shams said the U.S. 
government “is trying to gain 
tbe sympathies of tbe Locker- 
bie victims’’ ahead of the 
campaign for the U.S. pres- 
idential elections" set for 
November 1996. 


them originate in Kuwait 
In Lebanon he will hear 
complaints of non-payment 
of wages, physical abuse and 
employers who lock up their 
housemaids when they are 
not at home and withhold 
their passports. 

Indra was mopping the 
kitchen floor while her em- 
ployers* three children were 
fighting nearby. Because she 
took no notice and failed to 
break up the squabble the 
children's mother took the 
bucket of chlorinated water 
and threw it at her. 

“She cried, her eyes and 
her skin were stinging,’’ re- 
called a Sri T-ankan friend 
who saw the scene from the 
building next door. 

“I used to call her ‘no- 
speak* because her employer 
wouldn’t allow her to talk to 
us from the kitchen balcony," 
added the friend, who de- 
clined to be named. 

Koruna promised to pub- 
lish a king article in a Col- 
ombo daily about her misfor- 
tunes in Lebanon where rite 
worked for three years, earn- 
ing $100 a month m return for 
cooking, cleaning and look- 
ing after two small children. 

At the end of her service 
her employers refused to buy 
her a suitcase to pads up her 
things and whenever she 
mailed a letter home she had 
to pay for her own 
Another housemaid 
earned $75 a month said she 
had to pay for her own milk. 

According to Elias Boo 
Sader, the Sri Lankan honor- 
ary consul in Lebanon, Sri 
Lankan housemaids earn 
minimum salaries of $100 but 
some agencies place than in 
homes where they get as tittle 
as $60 and some ti mes no day 
off. 

“Day and night we're faced 
with problems and most of 
them concern mistreatment 
and non-payment of wages," 
Mr. Bon Sader said, blaming 
most of the difficulties on 
unscrupulous recruitment 
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‘We need stricter controls 
from Colombo to ensure that 
contracts signed in Sri Lanka 
are respected once the work- 
ers reach Beirut,” he said. 
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sul Nabil Senno said Manila 
had blacklisted nine recruit- 
ment agencies in Beirut who 
tricked Fffifrina housemaids 
into earning less *han the 
$200 fee set by tbe Philip- 
pines. 

But generally Fflipinas said 
they were better off than 
their Sri I-anlran counter- 
parts, because of a series cf 
controls imposed by Manila. 

Silia, 45, is one of the fad? 
few. She earns $400 a month, 
every cent of which is sent 
home. 
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A depression win affect the 
Kingdom, >0 temperatures wffl 
drop whb skies dandy to noth' 
dandy. Scattered shown are ex- 
pected end win* becoming north- 
westerly moderate to active. In 
Aqaba, it wffl be partly doudy and 
dnky with occasional thunder 
showers. Winds wffl be southerly 
acthc and seas rough. 
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Electricity generation 
studies hold promise 
— professor 
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AMMAN — Among the re- 
search projects conducted at 
Jordanian universities, “the 
work currently done on the 
use - of semi-conductors in 
^photovoltaic cells for the gen- 
eration of electricity is highly 
Recommended for its promis- 
ing outcome in the not-too- 
distant future” according to 
Riyad Ahmad Bitar, physics 
professor at the University of 
Jordan. 

The Higher Council for 
Sciences and Technology 
(HCST) is seriously studying 
the posrisbQity of allocating 
funds to support the project. 
Dr. Bitar said, especially be- 
cause of the industrial and 
economic benefits expected 
from die acquisition of such 
advanced technology. 

For more than three de- 
cades, major private and gov- 
ernmental institutions in the 
U.S. have been consistently 
su p p or t i ng and implementing 
continuous research on the 
use of semi-conductors in this 
“clean” energy conversion 
procedure, as well as for 
other appfications, according 
to Dr. Bitar. 


The importance of this pro- 
cess is mat the solar eneray 
used is “renewable,” unlike 
fossil fuels such as coal, oil, 
and gas, which are finite. 

“It is to our greatest advan- 
tage to be able to provide 
easy access of the technology 
to develop alternatives for 
energy production,” Dr. 
Bitar said. 

Photovoltaic cells utilise 
seari-conducting materials to 
convert solar energy directly 
into electricity and without 
the outlet of any environmen- 
tally unfriendly by-products 
such as are evolved tram the 
bunting of fossil fuels for 
electricity. Dr. Bitar ex- 
plained. 

“Our mam phn since rtw» 
start of the project, a year 
and few months ago, has 
been to kqpw the technology 
for producing thin film semi-, 
-conductor materials (sperifi- 
xalty cadmium -tellunde) •'to 
result in efficient and econo- 
mical conversion,” Dr. Bitar 
said. 

Theoretically, cadminm 
telluride absorbs sunlight 
effectively, giving 28 per cent 


conversion into electricity. 
“However, this is only m 
theory; practical efficiency 
has only amounted to just 
under 15 percent in the U.S., 
but only in small cells,” said 
Dr. Bitar. 

Obviously, efficiency de- 
creases at larger scales of 
production as further im- 
perfections arise with die size 
and number of the cells used, 
according to Dr. Bitar. 

“In my estimation, a sys- 
tem of around 12 to 13 per 
cent efficiency can compete 
with die price of (til, thus 
reducing the gas-bill,” Dr. 
Bitar said. 

Moreover, the workability 
or life of the system is impor- 
tant in rendering the whole 
process more cost-effective 
and economically feasible. 
Also, according to Eh-. Bitar, 
knowledge of tbe technology 
related to the use of semi- 
conductors (the heart of elec- 
tronic devices) is industrially 
very useful because of semi- 
conductors’ diverse applica- 
tion. 

“Our project objective is 
to find the technological 
know-how to produce a 30 x 
30cm functional cell with 8 to 
10 per cent efficiency and a 
life of 10 years within two 
years from now,” he said. 

This will pave the way to 
construct a working module 
which win be available as an. 
alternative energy source to 
fall back on especially in the 
event of inflation in the price 
of fossil feels, mad also to 
create environmentally 
favourable means of energy 
production, he added. 

An increase in energy out- 
put of the process is related 
to the intensity of sunlight, 
which gives Jordan an advan- 
tage considering its favour- 
able weather conditions. 

“In our industries we im- 
port technology, which leaves 
us always dependent on the 
West, to give us second-class 
technological devices that are 
basically nneconomical; 
sometimes even out-dated,” 
-Dr. Bitar said. 

• -- Therefore, to implement 
this project and open a wide 
door for more technological 
applications of semi- 
conductors, even if the 
photovoltaic cells do not beat 
the price of ofl,” is definitely 
a worthwhile activity,” Dr. 
Bitar condnded. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Aristas Hanania laid to rest 


AMMAN (Petra) — Former minister Aristas Hanania, 
who passed away Thursday at the age of 92, was laid to Test 
at the Um A1 Hi ran cemetery on Friday. Born in Jerusalem 
in 1903, Mr. Hanania assumed senior government posts, 
including cabinet minister, member of the Upper House of 
Parliament for several years, vice president of the Recon- 
struction Council and Jordan's ambassador to Britain. Mr. 
Hanania is survived by his son and daughters Dr. Daoud 
Hanania, Mai. Leen, Lula and Meir. 


Rain, thunderstorms predicted 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A cold front is expected to affect the 
country as of today. The Meteorology Department antici- 
pates rainfall accompanied by thunderstorms in many parts 
of tbe Kingdom. The cold front will continue until Sunday 
evening, according to the Meteorology Department. 
Temperatures are expected to rise again on Monday until 
the end of the week. Temperatures for tonight and 
tomorrow will drop by 6 to 7 degrees Centigrade, lower 
than the normal average for this season. 


New telephone I nformation system introduced 


AMMAN (Petra) — A new computerised telephone 
directory was introduced by the Telecommunications 
Corporation (TCC). Minister of Postal Affaire and Com- 
munications Jamal Saraireh, who is also chairman of the 
Board of Directors of the TCC, inaugurated the service on 
Thursday at the downtown Amm an Telecommunications 
Buildmg. The service will enable citizens and companies to 
inquire about subscribers' telephone numbers tty dialing 
121. TCC officials will be able to answer such inquiries in a 
short time by using the com p uterised systems. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 


A 1 Vocalist Cafcne Erickson and Pianist Sharon Stewart at 
the Aqaba Gulf Hotel, Aqaba, at 7:00 p.m. (the week 
fndades e xh ibits and papersbows featuring the USA, 
video prog ramme s and electronic dialogue). 


it EihUtitiun of ofl paintings by Harooud Chantout at the 
Balqa’ Art Gafery, Fuhefc. 


A. Rriifliltinn nf nH palnrtngw hy Ymwef Badawi at AKa Art 

Gallery. 


rv li 


% 

a 


P, 


tr. ExhlMtioa of art by Ahmad Al Babfli and Mohammad 
AH it the fttaesrix Gallery for Culture and Art. 

-fr. Exhibition of books (fading with Arab and Hemle 
subjects at Institute Cervantes (the Spanish Cultural 
Cadre. 

■fr Exhibition of abstract art by ‘Aha’ ’A m ra ou ra and oU, 
pahAlp by Satman ’Abbas at Orfefi Art Gallery. 

•fr ExhBiitiou of ofl paintings by Munira Al TunMya at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 

ft E x hibi tio n of art by Rub Shulcafry at the French 
Cntanal Centre. 

ft Rxhfttition by Syrian artist Marwan Qassab Bashi at 
Dmrat Al Fumm. Also showing a permanent exhibition of 
-. -contempo rary Arab artists. 

4v BiMNHoa «f women’s abstract artists entiled ‘‘The 
T World Through the Eyes of Women” at Baladna Art 
VGoBtty. 
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Princess Basma chairs Arab delegates meeting 


NEW YORK (Petra) — Her 
Royal Highness Princess Bas- 
ina chaired a meeting here 
for the official Arab delega- 
tions taking part in the prepa- 
ratory committee meeting for 
foe U.N. world conference 


on women. The meeting held 
at Princess Basma’s initiative 


on Thursday sought to crys- 
tallise an official Arab stand 
toroids the draft work plan 
which the world conference 
will discuss in Beijing in 
September. 


The delegations stressed 


foe importance of coordinat- 
ing Arab stands at the confer- 
ence, particularly in relation 
to foe United Nations Con- 
vention on eliminating an 
forms of discrimination 
against women, which con- 
tains some articles winch con- 
travene provisions of Islamic 
law. 

The meeting also discussed 
a working paper presented by 
the Jordanian delegation, in- 
cluding remarks and amend- 
ments to tiie conference's 
work plan. 

The remarks and amend- 


ments are in fine with tbe 
Arab plan of action, adopted 
by tiie regional Arab confer- 
ence, held in Amm an in 
November 1994. 


Participants approved tbe 
formation of an inter-Arab 
contact group, which will be 
entrusted with coordinating 
Arab stands daring foe Beij- 
ing conference. 


The committee groups Jor- 
dan, which will play a coordi- 
nating role, Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, Sudan and 


na. 


Jordanian, Iraqi 
federations of chambers of 


commerce sign accord 


BAGHDAD (Petra) — The 
Jordanian and Iraqi federa- 
tions of chambers- of com- 
merce have signed an agree- 
ment which provides for en- 
hancing economic and com- 
mercial ties as well as trade 
grehany between Jordanian 
and Iraqi businessmen and 
commercial establishments. 

President of the Federation 
of Jordanian Chambers of 
Commerce Haidar Murad, 
who is currently heading a 
36-member business delega- 
tion to Iraq, Friday said the 
agreement stipulates ex- 
changing information on the 
two countries' economies, 
foreign trade, laws governing 
economic and trade activities 
and publications. 

Mr. Murad, who signed tiie 
agreement on the Jordanian 
side with his Iraqi counter- 
part Zuhair Abdul Ghafour 
Vomris, said the agreement 
calls for increasing tiie trade 
exchange between tbe two 
countries, opening new 
scopes of economic coopera- 
tion between private sector 
institutions and provides for 


exchanging visits by trade de- 
legations to study prospects 
of launching ventures. 

n also encourages 
businessmen from both coun- 
tries to launch joint ventures 
and facilitates the movement 
of production elements — 
personnel, funds, commod- 
ities and vehicles — between 
the two countries in accord- 
ance with active laws, Mr. 
Murad said. 

He added that the two 
sides agreed to bold periodic 
meetings alternately in Am- 
man and Baghdad to review 
and follow-np the imple- 
mentation of the agreement's 
provisions. 

The agreement, he noted, 
will be active for one year 
and can be automatically re- 
newed unless one of tbe two 
parties expresses tbe desire to 
terminate ti. 

He said the delegation, 
which left for Baghdad Sun- 
day, met with several senior 
Iraqi officials, including tbe 
ministers of trade and health. 

Mr. Murad said members 
of the delegation also held 


separate meetings with Iraqi 
businessmen to conclude bi- 
lateral deals with tfi^m 

Discussions with Iraqi offi- 
cials and businessmen also 
focused oo means of promot- 
ing Jordaman-Iraqi coopera- 
tion in economic and com- 
mercial fields, Mr. Murad 
said. 

Hie talks also dealt with 
foe international economic 
summit which will be held in 
Amman in October with the 
participation of businessmen 
and invest o r s from all over 
the world. 

He said tbe Jor dani an de- 
legation extended invitations 
to Iraqi investors to partici- 
pate in the Amman summit. 

In addition, tbe Jordanian 
team briefed Iraqi business- 
men on measures taken by 
the Income Tax Department 
to introduce laws that prom- 
ote investments. 

He said tbe Jordanian fed- 
eration will provide the Iraqi 
private sector federations and 
organisations with copies of 
these laws as soon as they are 
finalised. 


‘Jordan, Israel hope to conclude 
treaty sectoral agreements soon 9 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Negotiations on 
sectoral agreements between 
Jordan and Israel are pro- 
ceeding well and both sides 
hope to conclude the agree- 
ments on time as called for 
their Oct. 26 peace agree- 
ment, die bead of the Jorda- 
nian side to a panel supervis- 
ing the implementation of the 
treaty said Friday. 

Ham Al Mulqi, president 
of the Royal Scientific Socie- 
ty (RSS), also said that a 
committee related to the 
Jordanian-American- Israeli 
trilateral commission will 
meet in Amman on April 3 
for a review of progre ss to- 
wards implementation of pro- 
jects in me Jordan Rift Val- 
ley and other related issues. 

Dr. Mulqi said Jordanian 
and Israeli officials would 
meet one day ahead of the 
trilateral meeting to review 
tbe issues before the commis- 
sion. 

He noted that a company 
contracted by World Bank 
was preparing tender docu- 
ments related to the projects 
proposed in a programme for 
Jordan Rift Valley develop-' 
ment jointly drawn up by 
Jordan, the United States 
and Israel. 

The trilateral meeting in 
turn will prepare for a broad- 
er workshop to be held in 
Amman in late ApriL That 
conference win include re- 
gional experts as well as tbe 
private sector since concrete 
projects and related feasibil- 
ity studies with private sector 
participation are expected to 
be reviewed at the fbium. 

Tbe workshop is also part 
of Jordan's preparations for 
the Amman economic sum- 
mit to be held in October. 

The joint committee super- 
vising the implementation of 



Haul Mulqi 


tiie treaty met in the northern 
Israeli town of Beit Shean on 
Thursday under the chair- 
manship of Dr. Mulqi on the 
Jordanian ride and FHairim 
• Rubinstein on the Israeli ride 
and reviewed progress made 
by die separate negotiating 
groups. 

The peace treaty calls for 
three types of accords; the 
first to be conducted in three 
months after tiie ratification 
of thepeace treaty on Nov. 
10. These were already 
signed on Feb. 9 at the Ba- 
qoura area in the north. The 
.second are to be concluded in 
six months i.e. a deadline of 
May 10, and others to be 
signed in nine months i.e. 
Ang. 10. 

‘•The negotiations are pro- 
ceeding well, and both rides 
hope mat we would be able 
to conclude tbe accords in 
time as scheduled in the 
peace treaty,” Dr. Mulqi told 
the Jordan limes. He refer- 
red specific questions on tiie 
agreements under discussions 
to the officials directly in- 
volved. 

According to sources, Jor- 


dan and Israel have made 
some progress towards set- 
tling some of their differences 
in a trade accord, but out- 
standing issues involve Israeli 
reluctance to offer preferen- 
tial treatment to some Jorda- 
nian products in view of the 
disparity in tbe economies of 
tbe two countries. 

However, tiie sources said, 
Jordan was optimistic that 
the differences could be set- 
tled. 

Reporting Thursday's 
meeting, where the trade 
accord was discussed, the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
said “the two sides made 
suggestions whereby Jorda- 
nian trade and industry can 
enjoy preferential treatment 
in the Israeli market.” 

Ministry of Industry and 
Trade Under-Secretary 
Mohammad Smadi is leading 
the Jordanian ride to the 
negotiations on trade. The 
talks will resume in Aqaba on 
April 2. 

Also reviewed Thursday 
were draft accords on the 
ehviorament and transport. 
Again, details were not im- 
mediately available, but, 
according to the sources, the . 
transport accord is largely 
completed but is awaiting an 
agreement between the dvil 
aviation authorities of the 
two countries. 

An accord on air corridors 
between the aviation author- 
ities was made this month, 
under which Royal Jordanian 
started using Israeli airspace. 
The accord u applicable for a 
two-month trial period, 
which ends around the same 
time that the two sides are 
obliged to conclude a firm 
transport accord that would 
cover civil aviation. 

All draft accords will be 
presented to the two govern- 
ments for approval before 
being formally signed. 


Medical association prepares for elections 


Candidates split over role of politics in JMA 


By Be a tr ix I™—— i««wp 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Preparations for 
elections, in April 7 of the 
president and the 10-member 
council of the Jordanian 
Medical Association (JMA) 
are proceeding amid con- 
troversy over the associa- 
tion’s role and function, with 
members divided over 
whether the association 
should play a political role or 
concentrate strictly on its 
professional duties. 

The controversy surfaced 
when IBs Majesty King Hus- 
sein, in his January letter of 
designation to Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, 
admonished Jordanian pro- 
fessional trade associations 
and unions to adhere to their 
primary role as guardians and 
defenders of their members’ 
professional interests, but 
also at a time when the envis- 
aged process of normalisation 
with farad forces a political 
issue on the association’s 


agenda^- * 

Tbe JMA is among 12 pro- 
fessional associations which 
have threatened sanctions 
ranging from dismissal to dis- 
ciplinary measures against 
their 80,000 members who 
have contacts with Israelis. 

The four presidential 
candidates for this year’s 
JMA election are evenly split 
over tbe question of whether 
the association should remain 
a forum for political discus- 
sion or whether professional 
issues should rake prece- 
dence over politics. 

In the forefront of those 
defending tbe association’s 
right to a political stand and 
activity is candidate Basrim 
Dajani, current vice- 
president of JMA and the 
candidate of the Islamic Ac- 
tion Front (IAF), who in an 
interview with the Jordan 
Times portrayed this issue as 
the highest on bis agenda. 

In the opinion of Moham- 
mad Oran, a candidate from 
the left, not only are all un- 


ions in the wotid political, 
bur poKtidahs are abte to run 
the association in a better and 
more efficient way. Dr. Oran 
told the Jordan Times that 
the association’s political and 
professional activities need 
not conflict. 


many doctors. - 


i nr, 


Against the involvement of 
the association in politics are 
the two independent candi- 
dates, Haider Madam and 
Ghazi Ibrahim. 


According to Dr. Ibrahim, 
there is a widespread mood 
prevailing among doctors 
that the association should 
dis ta nce itself from politics. 
He added that the associa- 
tion’s political influence 
should, if at all, derive from 
its professional clout. 


In one respect.-piofessioii- 
aj and political concerns do 
meet. An important profes- 
sional argument against nor- 
malisation is tbe fear that 
“medical tourists” patients 
from other countries who 
visit Jordan for medical treat- 
ment and who constitute be- 
tween 25 per cent and 35 per 
cent of all patients treated in 
the private sector — would, 
accordingto Dr. Dajani, “fall 
prey to (Israeli) propaganda 
that treatment is better in 
(Israel) and prefer to be tre- 
ated there.” 


•addressed- by- the - cand idates 
nr thrir campaign include die 
general need to improve tbe 
living standards of physi- 
cians, both in the private and 
public sector, by raising fees 
and salaries and providing 
housing, and by. creating 
additional employment 
opportunities for me growing 
number of doctors. 


the' a&ocfappn’s brandies in 
Jordan's major cities as well 
as representatives of medical 
specialists’ societies from 
within the association. 


Acoonfing to Dr. Madam, 
party politics have for the last 
40 years interfered with the 
professional interests of tiie 
association’s members, lead- 
ing to a deterioration in tbe 
professional situation of 


' Jordan’s private medical 
sector, which provides work 
to more than 2,000 physicians 
and has over tiie last years 
invested heavily, both in hos- 
pital buildings and medical 
equipment, would stand to 
suffer great economic losses 
if medical tourists were to 
forsake Jordan for farad. 


Another project proposed 
in this context is the creation 
of a hospital where members 
of tbe association as well as 
their families can be treated 
at low costs. Revenues from 
this hospital, which would be 
open to tbe public, would in 
turn help to swell the associa- 
tion's coffers. 


The JMA has 7,521 mem- 
bers, 6,596 of which are pra- 
ctising physicians, and 4,800 
of which — all those who had 
paid their dues by the March 
10, 1995 deadline — are eligi- 
ble to vote in the coming 
dections. 


Other important issues 


In an attempt to ensure 
more effective participation 
by members in the associa- 
tion’s decision-making pro- 
cess, several candidates prop- 
ose the establishment of a 
“medical parliament,” which 
would indude the heads of 


A total of 1,404 of the 
association’s members reside 
in the West Bank. But West 
Bank members do not par- 
tidpate in tbe dections for 
the presidency, rather they 
elect their own representative 
in Jerusalem after elections in 
Amman, who then becomes a 
member of tbe executive 
board. 


So far, there is no indica- 
tion that West Bank mem- 
bers wifl be prevented from 
sending their representative 
to the board this year. 


U.S. business expert recommends 


internal Jordanian dialogue with all sectors 


By P.V. Vtvekanaud 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — In the emerg- 
ing scenario of economic 
development in the Middle 
East in a state of peace and 
stability, Jordan has to 
undertake imm ediate ac- 
tion to bring about fun- 
damental changes in atti- 
tude ami improve the in- 
vestment dimate in the 
country, says an experi- 
enced American badness 
expert. 

Such changes should 
start with the launching of 
dialogue between tbe gov- 
ernment and representa- 
tives of all segments of the 
society — students, 
businessmen, bankers, in- 
dustrialists, investors, pro- 
fessional assodations and 
trade unions etc. — with a 
view to finding out what 
exactly every sector wants 
and envisages, said Jean 
Abinader, a former presi- 
dent of the U.S. Arab 
Chamb er of Commerce. 

“Jordan should not see 
external aid programmes as 
an answer to its economic 
problems and develop- 
ment,” Mr. Abinader told 
the Jordan Times in a re- 
cent interview in Amman- 
The answer lies in bringing 
about further changes in 


the thinking of the govern- 
ment as well as the private 
sector towards free-market 
economy. 

At the same time, Mr. 
Abinader, who met with 
Ministry of Trade officials 
as well as Jordanian 
businessmen during his stay 
here and delivered addres- 
ses at the Philadelphia Rot- 
ary Gob and the Jordan 
Businessmen's Association 
(JBA), does not believe 
that a total “hands-off mar- 
ket” policy by the govern- 
ment would help. 

Tbe government has to 
help the private sector take 
a leading role through help- 
ing bring about open bor- 
ders and regional trade 
agreements as well as pro- 
vide the necessary infras- 
tructure services, he said. 

According to Mr. Abi- 
nader, who now acts as a 
business consultant in the 
U.S., Jordan does not have 
any edge in the internation- 
al race for capital although 
tbe Kingdom has ' adopted 
several measures to im- 
prove the investment cli- 
mate in foe country. 

He welcomed the draft 
laws on investments as well 
as chang es to the com- 
panies law that are ex- 
pected to be debated by 
Parliament as vital to 
attracting foreign invest- 


ments. 

Industries that produce 
import substitutes can help 
but cannot really be tbe 
sole answer to Jordan’s 
quest for industrial de- 
velopment, be said. In any 
case, if import substitutes 
are indeed a major area of 
highly-hicrative business in 
Jordan, he asked, “why is 
not being done now?” 

Mr. Abinader’s argu- 
ment bases itself essentially 
on an appreciation of the 
fact that there is local capit- 
al available and there are 
local businessmen who are 
fully aware of the local 
potential for import substi- 
tutes, but still there is only 
a limited move towards 
realising the potential. 

Part of the answer to the 
question, he added, is 
whether Jordanians could 
be expected to prefer local 
products against imported 
equivalents. 

As things stand now, 
according to Mr. Abinader, 
“what Jordan offers today 
(to foreign investors) is 
only marginally better in 
some aspects that other 
countries... in Latin Amer- 
ica and • Asia/Pacific... 
oner. 

On tbe other end of the 
scale is the limited scope of 
the market that Jordan 
offers at this point in time. 


he said. Although Iraq, 
with 18 million people, 
offers a broad market 
potential for industries set 
up in Jordan, tiie immedi- 
ate situation is not very 
encouraging to investors in 
view of the international 
sanctions against Iraq, be 
asserted. 

The two essential compo- 
nents in any move towards 
change in tiie business en- 
vironment in Jordan, be 
said, are “the political will 
to effect changes and foe 
private sector’s motivation 
to take risks.” 

Mr. Abinader said one of 
the problems facing Jordan 
was the tra<fitiona&y lead- 
ing role the government 
played in the economic de- 
velopment of tbe country, 
letting tbe private sector 
trail behind. This state of 
affairs has led to a natural, 
tendency in the private sec- 
tor to look to the govern- 
ment to take initiatives. 

However, be admitted 
that there has been change, 
but said this change had to 
be developed further into a 
situation where tiie role of 
tbe government fa limited 
to extending encourage- 
ment and incentives to 
b usin es s e s and investors. 

Developing change 
should start at tbe grass- 
roots level, he said, citing 


several steps that the gov- 
ernment should adopt to 
nurture tbe process. 

These included a broad 
“piece-by-piece” dialogue 
among ill sectors of the 
society to find out their 
penxptions of change. “It 
is important to know what 
they want,” said Mr. Abi- 
nader. “fa it employment? 
fa it protection of focal in- 
dustries? fa it incentives? fa 
it facilities?” 

ft fa vital for the govern- 
ment and politTmakers to 
understand bow people en- 
visage the process of im- 
plementing projects and to 
infor m tiie people how the 
government views foe same 
process, he emphasised, 
pointing out that without 
such understanding on both 
sides and common percep- 
tions there is little hope of 
changes in mindset. 

Mr. Abinader also ack- 
nowledged that the govern- 
ment was in tiie process of 
launching grss-roots level 
discussions in the run-up to 
tbe Amman economic sum- 
mit scheduled to be held in 
October as a follow-up to 
the Casablanca meeting 
late last year. 

Tbe summit could be the 
best opportunity for Jordan 
in toms of attracting in- 
vestments, but the changes 
that would make the King- 


dom attractive to foreign 
capital should be firmly m 
place by that time, he 
emphasised. 

Mr. Abinader was in 
Amman as part of a region- 
al visit that took him to 
Qatar, Oman, Bahrain and 
Saudi Arabia on a mission 
he described as aimed at 
presenting his viewpoints 
of “tbe changes in the glob- 
al economic scene in view 
of the World Trade Orga- 
nisation... changes in the 
U.S. trade policies and in- 
formation on economic de- 
nominators of world 
trade.” 

Mr. Abinader served as 
president of the U.S. Arab 
Chamber of Commerce be- 
tween 1986 and 1993 and 
now serves as a business 
consultant in foe field of 
co r por ate restructuring and 
new business development. 

A bio-data made avail- 
able to the Jordan Times by 
the U.S. embassy describes 
him as consultant to inter- 
national corporations, U.S. 
companies and government 
agencies, and business and 
non-profit organisations re- 
quiring expertise in the 
fields of_ cross-border com- 
munications and institu- 
tional management related 
to business and economic 
development. 
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Bn boost to Clinton, Senate 
approves line- item veto 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The U.S. Senate approved a 
bOi giving the president wider 
authority to curb congres- 
sional spending, as Republi- 
can lawmakers struggle to 
keep their 10-point “Contract 
With America" on schedule. 

The measure, known as die 
“line-item veto," was passed 
late Thursday by a vote of 69 
to 29 and President Bill Clin- 
ton has already made clear be 
would sign line-item veto leg- 
islation into law. 

Line-item veto power, long 
sought by presidents, would 
allow the chief executive to 
kill individual spending pro- 
jects in a bill wthout scrap- 
ping the entire piece of leg- 
islation. 

“You are going to see a 
much more fiscally disci- 
plined Congress,” said Re- 
publican Senator John 
McCain from Arizona, 
campaigned for the measure. 

The House of Representa- 
tives last month approved a 
slightly different version of 
the legislation. 

The bill was to go before a 


House-Senate conference to 
work out differences and Mr. 
Clinton was expected to sign 
whatever version emerges 
from Congress. 

”1 hope the House and 
Senate will now get together 
quickly to resolve their differ- 
ences and pass the strongest 
possible bUl,” Mr. Clinton 
said. 

‘The sooner such a bill 
reaches my desk the sooner I 
can take further steps to cut 
the deficit." 

The line-item veto also was 
a priority listed in the Repub- 
licans' political manifesto 
“Contract With America.” 

So far. Congress has taken 
action on only four of the 10 
items included in the man- 
ifesto within die 100 days the 
Republicans set aside for ac- 
tion on their contract — 
Thursday was day 79. 

Besides die line-item veto, 
both houses have passed me- 
asures making lawmakers 
abide by the same employ- 
ment laws as the private sec- 
tor and requiring Congress to 
pay for most of the nnranded 


Governor urges Argentina 
to drop Falklands claim 

PORT STANLEY, Falkland President Carios Menem 
Hands (R) — Governor of has pledged Argentina will 
die Falkland Islands David ‘regain the islands it claims, 
Tatham said Friday the islan- and calls the Malvinas, by 
ders would never improve peaceful means by the year 
relations with Argentina until 2000. That claim is enshrined 
Buenos Aires dropped its in the Argentine constitution, 
claim to the southern “Relations with Argentina 
archipelago. are bound to be-. distant as 

Speaking at the stately resi- lone as the Argentine daim 
deuce stormed by iavadmg to the islands is there. Until 
Argentine troops m 1982, he they drop it, it is difficult for 
said: “The islanders find it us to treat them as neigh- 
difficult to have a raoproebe- bouis,” Mr. Tatham said. 


meat with a country mat says 
we will take you over by the 
year 2000.” 

He dismissed moves by 
Argentina to win over the 
British islanders with re- 
ported offers of cash to sur- 
render their sovereignty and 
free holidays in Argentina. 

“I think it is both insulting 
and in vain, and also a sad 
reflection on the morals of 
Argentine politics, the belief 
that everyone has their 
price,” he told Renters in an 
interview. 

“They are definitely play- 
ing a hearts and minds cam- 
paign but they do not under- 
stand the Falklands charac- 
ter.” 

About 1,000 troops, mostly 
Argentines, died after Britain 
launched a task force to re- 
gain the islands seized by 
Argentina. 

Britain and Argentina re- 
sumed diplomatic relations in 
1990 ana have been rebuild- 
ing trade ties, but the Falk- 
land Islanders still remain 
deeply suspicions of Argen- 
tine motives. 


and calls the Malvinas, by 
peaceful meats by the year 
2000. That claim is enshrined 
in the Argentine constitution. 

“Relations with Argentina 
are bound ter be- , distant as 
lone as the Argentine daim 
to the islands is there. Until 
they drop it, it is difficult for 
us to treat them as neigh- 
bours,” Mr. Tatham said. 

Seismic surveys show the 
windswept Falklands, home 
to around 2,000 people, 
could enjoy a North Sea-style 
oil bonanza. The islands* foc- 
al government, due soon to 
launch a licensing round, be- 
lieves exploration could start 
by the end of next year. 

London and Buenos Aires 
have had talks about joint oil 
exploration but the British 
government has made it plain 
that the way oil exploration 
develops is up to the islan- 
ders. 

Mr. Tatham said it 
“seemed to be impossible** to 
find a formula for oil de- 
velopment that would gain 
Argentine consent. 

He conceded that multina- 
tional oil- prospectors would 
prefer an end to political 
uncertainty but said: “If we 
don’t get Argentine acquiesc- 
ence, we will still go ahead... 
these areas (that could yield 
oil) are quite dose to the 
Falklands. Developers won’t 
need to have bases on the 
Argentine mainland." 


Officer in CIA pay accused 
of Guatemala killings 


WASHINGTON (R) — A 
Guatemalan intelligence 
officer in the pay of the CIA 
ordered the killings of a U.S. 
titizen and a guerrilla leader 
married to an American, a 
member of Congress alleged 
Thursday. . 

New Jersey Democrat 
Robert Torricelli, a member 
of the House of Representa- 
tives Intelligence Committee, 
said the Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) knew about 
the Guatemala killings in 
1990 and 1992 but concealed 
its knowledge for years. 

Responding to Mr. Tor- 
ricelli's charges, the CIA said 
it had only received “credible 
information” about the two 
deaths long after they occur- 
red and shared it with U.S. 
authorities. 

“Wien there is an inves- 
tigation about the death of an 
American citizen, withhold- 
ing information about those 
responsible and circumst- 
ances about that murder... is 
a crime,” Mr. Torricelli said, 
adding he was calling for an 
inquiry. 

He said the United States 
could protect its interests in 
Guatemala “without having 
contractual relationships with 
hired killers who are involved 
in a brutal dvD war.” 

Mr. Torricelli spoke at a 
news conference with Jennif- 
er Haibury, a Harvard Law 
School graduate and widow 
of guerrilla leader Efraim 
Bamaca Velasquez who Mr. 
Torricelli said was tortured 
and executed after being cap- 
tured in 1992. 

Mr. Harbury, who has 
gone on hunger strikes^, 
publicise her demands^' 
know her husband's fete, 
said: “This is the first time I 
have been told the truth in 
two years." 

Mr. Torricelli said he told 
Mr. Harbury Wednesday that 
there was reason to believe 


her husband had died by 
order of Colonel Julio Rober- 
to Alpirez, a Guatemalan in- 
telligence officer. He said the 
officer was also responsible 
for directing the 1990 murder 
of American citizen Micbeal 
Devine. 

In a letter to President Bill 
Clinton, Mr. Torricelli said 
Col. Roberto Alpirez was 
under contract with the CIA 
and remained on its payroll at 
the time of the killings. 

At the White House, 
spokesman Mike McCurry 
was asked if he could deny 
that Mr. Bamaca’s killer was 
on the U.S. government 
payroll. He replied: “Of 
course I can’t. I don’t know' 
the answer to... who killed 
him or bow he was killed.” 

He said the United States 
was pressing the Guatemalan 
government to re-in terrogate 
several Guatemalan military 
officers, including Col. 
Alpirez. 

Mr. Torricelli's letter to 
Mr. Clinton said: ‘The direct 
involvement of the CXA in 
die murder of these indi- 
viduals leads me to the ex- 
traordinary conclusion that 
the agency is simply out of 
control and that it contains 
what can only be called a 
criminal element.” 

- Mr. McCurry called that an 
exaggerated charge. Saying, 
“what we've done is tty to get 
to the truth.” 

In a statement, acting CIA 
Director William Studeman 
said the charge the agency 
bad information about the 
two deaths at the time they 
occurred was “false and 
utterly irresponsible.” 


quired bythe' 'UfST’intelli- 
gence community well after 
they occurred,” he said. 
“The agency shared all of this 
information with the 
appropriate U.S. government 
authorities." 


mandates it imposes on 
states. 

The balanced budget con- 
stitutional amendment was 
defeated in the Senate. 

An ambitions welfare re- 
form bill, which Republicans 
are seeking to time down 
amid criticism that it would 
harm children, was set for a 
House vote Friday. 

Other controversial bills on 
defence and foreign policy, 
jobs and business, crime, 
middle class tax breaks and 
tenn-limits also face uncer- 
tain prospects. 

Republicans hailed Thurs- 
day’s vote as another victory 
in their crusade to trim gov- 
ernment by strengthening 
outside control, in this case 
from the president, on the 
legislature’s spending habits. 

“This is a culmination of 
years and years and years of 
abusing- the power of the 
purse,” said Republican 
Senator Dan Coats who said 
lawmakers had tried more 
than 200 times since 1876 to 
pass such a measure. 

“Bat it was always defe- 


ated because Congress was 
not willing to give up the 

S wer of spending,” Sen. 
>ats said. 

Under the new bill, a two- 
thirds majority in both 
bouses is required to override 
a presidential veto. 

The Senate earlier voted 
down a Democratic proposal 
to ent that requirement down 
to a simple majority. 

Democratic Senate minis- 
try leader Thomas Daschle 
from South Dakota warned 
that too much power was 
being shifted to the executive 
branch, stating the measure 
was “an abrogation of power 
to the president, in my view 
in a very harmful way.” 
Some Democrats also criti- 
cised a provision in the bill by 
which each spending item is 
broken down into hundreds 
of bills, each subject to pres- 
idential veto. 

T would rather have a 
president working on correct- 
ing abuses in government 
rather than signing 10,000 or 
12,000 bills a year,” Georgia 
Senator Sam Nunn said. 


Peru police catch 30 
Maoist rebels in sweep 


LIMA (R) — Police have 
arrested the deputy leader 
and more than 30 members .of 
a breakaway faction of the 
Maoist guerrilla movement 
Shining Path in a nationwide 
sweep, authorities said. 

“We’re talking about a 
very important capture,” 
President Alberto Fujimori 
told reporters Thursday. 

Mr. Fujimori said 20 guer- 
rillas were detained, includ- 
ing four members of the. 
group’s 10-member 
Emergency Central Commit- 
tee. 

Police officials said more 
than 30 guerrillas were 
caugfat in the sweep Tuesday 
and Wednesday, including 
several regional and national 
leaders. 

They said Margie Qavo 
Peralta, political chief of a 
Shining Path faction, was 
arrested Wednesday with two 
other rebelsiri a rented house 


Canadian, U 
find two new 

TORONTO (R) — A team 
of Canadian and U.S. astro- 
nomers said Thursday that it 
has discovered two new gala- 
xies previously hidden by 
thick douds of space dost. 

The Galaxies — indepen- 
dent systems of stars, planets, 
gas, and dust — were initially 
detected in October 1992 by a 
U.S. observatory, but con- 
firmed only recently. 

The discovery brings to 72 
the number of known star 
dusters near Earth’s galaxy, 
the Milky Way, Canadian 
astronomer Marshall McCall 
said in an interview. 

“What’s different about 
this is that both of these 
galaxies were in our own 
backyard and had gone un- 
noticed,” said Mr. McCall, 
an associate professor of phy- 
sics and astronomy at Toron- 
to’s York University. 

“For all we know there 
could be a professor with 
tentacles on another planet 
pointing a telescope at us 
right now,” he said. 

Mr. McCall and University 
of Alabama sdentist Ronakl 
Buta were studying another 
galaxy, Maffei 1, from Arizo- 
na’s Kitt Peak National 



Witness Brian “Kate” (left) ic i ie ws piro during the OJ. Simpson 

U— tiip ts with defence attorney Robert Sha- Los Angeles (AFP photo) 


nnmkr trial In' 


in the central Andean dty 

The faction is led by Oscar 
Ramirez Durand, who 
opposes a peace accord with 
the Peruvian gover nm ent. 

Police said the hardline 
guerrilla faction was planning 
an “armed strike” to try to 
upset the South American 
country’s April 9 general 
.elections. 

Authorities said Maoist re- 
bels took advantage of the 
withdrawal of Peruvian 
troops engaged in last 
month’s border conflict with 
Ecuador to step up attacks in 
the coca-growing Upper 
Huallaga Valley. As many as 
50 people may have died in 
the renewed violence. 

But attacks have subsided 
since the troops returned 
from tiie Ecuadoran border 
and the arrests Tuesday and 
Wednesday are the latest 
.blows to the weakened 
; Maoist group. 


.S. stargazers 
galaxies 

Observatory when they spot- 
ted the infra-red light of the 
two newest heavenly dis- 
coveries. 

Mr. McCall said the Milky 
Way’s thick dust clouded nor- 
mal light from the two star 
dusters, now known as Ob- 
ject 1 and Object 2, located 
about 10 million light years 
from Earth. 

“The dust acts like a fog 
and obscures your view in 
those particular directions 
where it is most concen- 
trated,” he said. 

ObjMt 1 is the larger of the 
two with an estimated one 
billion stars, while Object 2 
contains roughly 100 million 
stars, Mr. McCall said. 

By comparison, the Milky 
Way holds about 100 billion 
stars. 

Mr. McCall said their find- 
ings were confirmed only two 
weeks ago by German sden- 
tist Walter Huchtmder at the 
Max Planck Institute. 

Chaim Rosemarin, assis- 
tant editor of the U.S. Astro- 
nomical Journal, said McCall 
and Bata’s research is sche- 
duled to be published in the 
journal's June issue. 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — In 
an aggressive attack on her 
own key witness’ credibility, 
a prosecutor suggested that 
Brian “Kato” iCaelin is 
covering up for O J. Simpson 
by hiding d etails of angry 
battles between the former 
football star and his ex-wife. 

“There’s nothing I tried to 
hide from you,” the rattled 
witness said Thursday to De- 
puty District Attorney Mar- 
cia Clark, trying to explain 
why be never told a grand 
jury last June that one of the 
fights led to a 911 call for 
police help. 

“I knew if it was a 911 call 
there would be a report,” 
Mr. Kaelin rambled. “I was 
in front of all these people...” 

“So are you telling us now 
that you felt intimidated by 
the grand jury, Mr. Kaelin?” 
Ms. Clark snapped. 

“I don’t know if intimi- 
dated is the word, but I tried 
to remember everything that 
I could,” Mr. Kaelin replied. 

“Do you remember telling 
me, Mr. Kaelin, that yon had 
thought that being in front of 
a grand jury would be intinn- 
dating, but it turned out to be 
just a bunch off old guys in 
fishing caps?” Ms. Clark 
asked, drawing snickers in 
the courtroom. . _ ■ 

“Yes,” replied the witness. 

The court day ended with 


the witness under siege and 
ordered to return Monday. 
No testimony was scheduled 
Friday. 

Mr. Kaelin has been a re- 
luctant witness for prosecu- 
tors, who have tried to nse his 
testimony to show jurors 
Simpson had tim# to kill his 
ex-wife Nicole Brown Simp- 
son and her friend Ronald 
Goldman late the evening of 
June 12, 1994. 

Simpson, who has pleaded 
innocent to the murders, 
feces fife., in prison if con- 
victed. 

In sharp contrast to Ms. 
Clark’s tone, defence attor- 
ney Robert Shapiro at one 
point asked Mr. Kaelin, “I 
take it this has been a very 
difficult time for yon?... A 
very emotional time for you 
because one of your dear 
friends had been murdered, 
is that true?” 

“Yes,” Mr. Kaelin said, his 
lips trembling and his eyes 
appearing to tear. “I have 
been honest in everything I 
remember, and I answered 
that way.” 

Ms. Clark’s mounting 
annoyance with the witness 
reached a crescendo in re- 
direct questioning. She im- 
plied that he cooperated with 
the defence -from the-start 
and - withheld information 
from the prosecution. 


An aspiring actor with an 
amusingly goofy personality, 
Mr. moved into Ms. 

Simpson’s guest house after 
meeting her in Aspen, Col- 
orado in 1992. He helped out 
with the Simpsons’ two young 
children and sometimes paid 
Ms. Simpson a modest rent, 
he said. 

But when she bought a 
condominium with no guest 
house, Mr. Kaelin testified, 
Simpson suggested it was 
“not right” for Mr. Kaelin to 
live there even though a guest 
bedroom on a separat e level 
was available. He offered 
Mr. KaeKn free guest quar- 
ters at his Ro ckingham Ave- 
nue estate and Mr. Kaelin 
accepted, moving over in 
January 1994. 

“She was upset,” Mr. 
Kaelin said of Ms. Simpson. 

“Did she feel yon had bet- 
rayed her?” Ms. Clark asked. 

“She felt I was manipu- 
lated. Those were her 
words,” Mr. Kaelin said. 

On cross-examination, Mr. 
Shapiro stressed Simpson’s 
generosity to Mr. Kaelin and 
others, noting be made no 
demands of his house guest. 
He portrayed him as a regu- 
lar guy who usually toted his 
own luggage, hung up his 
own domes and didn't have 
servants catering to his every 
whim. 


NEW DELHI (R) — Dissi- 
dents in India’s ruling Con- 
gress Party and supporters of 
Prime Minister P.v. Nara- 
simha Rao are talking 
tougher and cracks in party 
unity appear to be widening 
into chasms. 

Former Finance and Fore- 
ign Minister Narain Dutt 
Tiwari, the latest Congress 
leader to break ranks, made a 
thinly veiled call for Mr. Rao 
to step down at a rally in die 
northwestern state of Punjab 
Thursday. 

Mr. Tiwari, who quit the 
ruling party’s top executive 
body earlier in the week, 
likened the Congress lead- 
ership to a car driver mind- 
less of the traffic and heading 
blindly towards a crash. 

“If you do not want to 
resign it is okay with us, even 
though some people have 
been demanding it,” Mr. 
Tiwari was quoted by the 
Pioneer newspaper as telling 
the rally. “We just say, do 
something to retrieve the cre- 
dibility of aD those people 
who have come to express 
their solidarity with us.” 

Mr. Tiwari was the 
keynote speaker at the rally 


in Bhatmda to honour activ- 
ists killed in the straggle for 
Indian independence. 

The event attracted many 
of the growing band of Con- 
gress Party dissidents, includ- 
ing their self-appointed lead- 
er, Aijun Srngn. 

Mr. Singh, a former 
cabinet minister and party 
number two, was expelled 
from Congress last month af- 
ter declaring open war on 
Mr. Rao, accusing him of 
ignoring minorities and being 
soft on party corruption. 

Mr. Singh underfilled the 
recent Congress Party defeats 
in elections in the major in- 
dustrial states of Maharashtra 
and Gujarat, telling the rally 
he was ashamed that right- 
wing Hindu nationalists had 
taken power. 

“Who is responsible for 
it,” he asked. “If it is us then 
do punish us, otherwise pun- 
ish those who are responsi- 
ble.” 

Mr. Tiwari’s growing pro- 
ximity to Mr. Singh is in- 
creasing tiie pressure on Mr. 
Rao as he tries to pull the 
party together in the run-up 
to general elections that have 
to be called before the middle 


of next year. 

The extent of the growing 
rift within Congress is likely 
to come into the open at a 
meeting of the party's- plen- 
ary, tiie All India Congress 
Committee, which Mr. Rao is 
planning to call for next 
month. 

Mr. Tiwari has so far re- 
jected overtures from Rao 
loyalists to withdraw ins res- 
ignation from the Congress 
Working Committee, the top 
derision-making body, saying 
Mr. Singh must be accepted 
back into the party fold if he 
is to back down. 

Party officials have warned 
Mr. Tiwari against linking his 
resignation to tile revocation 
of Mr. Singh’s expulsion, and 
there are growing signs Mr. 
Rao may be preparing to get 
tough with Mr. Tiwari. 

Kamaluddin Ahmad, a 
Rao man, told a congress 
news briefing on Thursday 
that the party would likely 
take disciplinary action 
against members who 
attended a rally planned by 
dissidents next month. 

Organisers have said both 
Mr. Singh and Mr. Tiwari 
will address the meeting. 


French connect at the Oscars, but industry sags at home 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The 67th annual Academy 
Awards Monday features six 
films with a French connec- 
tion, but that host of entries 
cannot hide the talent flight 
France is currently under- 
going in its film industry. 

Red a French language 
film which is the thud part of 
Krzysztof Kieslowski’s trilogy 
— joining White and Blue — 
is in the running this year for 
three Oscars. 

Kieslowski has been 
nominated for best director, 
and the film earned nomina- 
' tions for best cinematography 
and best original screenplay. 

Three other French co- 
productions include Farinelli; 
n Castrato , by Gerard Cor- 
biau. Before The Rain, by 
Milcho Mancbevski, and 
Burnt By The Sun by Nikita 
Mikhalkov. The films origin- 
ate from Belgium, Macedo- 
nia, and Russia respectively. 

Queen Margot, by Patrice 
Chereau, is competing for the 
best costume destea award 


Paul Zargist, a Los Angeles- 
based critic. 

But the strong French 
showing in this year’s com- 
petition masks a frustration 
at home with the staid, pre- 
dictable attitude French films 
have taken in the last few 
years. 

No less a personage than 
France’s hottest actress, 
Sophie Marceau, railed 
against the languor pla guing 
the French film scene. 

“The figures tell the 
story,” the 28-year-old Mar- 
cean said in a recent inter- 
view with the Washington 
Po5t. 

“People in France and 
elsewhere in Europe are 
going more often to the cine- 
ma but much less often to 
French films,” she said. 

“They like what the Amer- 
icans have to offer. Amer- 
ican. films tell us something 
about the society we live in. 
French films don’t like to tell 
cruel truths,” she added. 


end they all go off to a 
restaurant. How many times 
can you act in that kind of 
film?” she said. 

Marceau has turned to 
Hollywood and she turned 
out Brave Heart with Mel 
Gibson. The film is due out 
this May in the United States. 

Others before her have 
fled the Left Bank for the- 
West Coast. Christophe Lam- 
bert and Julie Delpy have 
headed to Malibu the chic 
beach-front domain of the 
rich and famous outride Los 
Angeles. 

Maria de Medieros made a 
hit with U.S. audiences when 
she played the seemingly in- 
nocent partner of Bruce WD- 
Ks in Pulp Fiction. 

Beatrice Dalle is slated to 
play in a new film by Jim 
Jarmusch and Yvan Altai has 
cut a deal to star in Clint 
Eastwood’s next project. 

On top of that. Juliette 
Binodie, who turned down a 
role in the box office smash 
Jurassic Park, is said to be 
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best costume design award Marceau lamented the feet Jurassic Park, is said to be 

and The Monk AndThe Fish that the French products tend foraging around the United 

by Michael Dujok-De Vit has *!*j?Haw a baric formula.” Stales for other opportune 
been selected among the best “Husband sleeps with ties, 
animated short films. Jeanne because Bernadette “French actors are voting 

“French film will be well cuckolded him by sleeping with their fret," the Post 
represented this year,” said with Christophe and in the said. 
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Prosecutor attacks key witness’ 
credibility at O. J.Simpson trial 


India’s Congress dissidents speak out 


V-Sw®*,. NV . : 


A wo rker ties down the head of a giant gold Oscar statue hi 
from of the Shrine Auditorium where the 67th Annual 
Academy Awards wiitake {dare Monday night (AFP photo) 


Sacked director 
of Bolshoi 
reappointed 

MOSCOW (R) — > The R®. 
si an government Friday reap, 
pointed Vladimir Kokonm as 
general director of the world, 
famous Bolshoi Theatre just 
a week after be bad been 
sacked by President Boris 
Yeltsin. ITAR-TASS news 
agency said. The move is 
likely to spark farther furore 
at the theatre, rocked by 

protracted infighting between 
Kokonin and other leading 
officials over control of the 
Bolshoi, which has long set 
standards of excellence is 
ballet and opera. Kokonin 
was sacked after some of the 
theatre’s performers 
mounted an unprecedented 
strike in protest at the res- 
ignation of artistic director 
Yuri Grigorovich, who tad 
been engaged in a lengthy 
dispute with Kokonin. The 
government decision Friday 
to reappoint Kokonin also 
signals a split with Yeltsin, 
who last Friday decreed that 
the post of general director 
had been abolished. Former 
Bolshoi principal ballet dan- 
cer Vladimir Vasilyev will 
take over from Grigorovich, 
who resigned on March 7 
after 30 years in the job. The 
dispute, and a row over new 
short-term contracts to re- 
place a system where jobs 
coukl often be held for fife, 
has rolit the company. On 
March 10 dancers staged their 
first strike since the theatre 
was founded in 1776 and 14 
of them are due to go to court 
Friday to face charges of stag- 
ing an illegal stake. These 
dancers have been suspended 
butTASSsaid 10 of them had 
resumed rehearsals to stay in 
shape. 

Diana meets 

photographer 

Avedon 

LONDON (AP) — Richard 
Avedon met Princess Diana 
Tuesday, but was the only 
photographer present who 
didn’t snap her picture. Ave- 
don instead guided Princess 
Diana around his exhibition 
“evidence 1944-1994,” a re- 
trospective of his portraiture 
that opened to the public at 
London’s National Portrait 
Gallery. Princess Diana, win 
formally separated from 
Prince Charles in December 
1992 after 11 years of mar- 
riage, wore a dark-green vel- 
vet-wraparound dress and 
sported a bandaged righ knee 
from a workont injury. 
Asked if fie would like to 
shoot Princess Diana's por- 
trait someday, the 71-year- 
old Avedon said, “it would 
be a great pleasure and an 


nonour. ... x here s no one 
more beautiful.” 

McCartney rocks 
the Brodsky 
Quartet 

LONDON (AP) — Paul 
McCartney rock’n ’rolled wife 
a little help from his friends 
— tiie Brodsky Quartet. The 
ex-Beatle capped an evening 
of performances of his “clas- 
sical” pieces with a surprise 
performance of the 1968 Bea- 
tles hit. Lady Madonna, 
backed by the famed string 
quartet better known for its 
classical repertoire. The 
black tie benefit, an evening 
with Paul McCartney and 
friends, was expected to raise 
£75,000 ($120,000) for fee 
Royal College of Music. The 
concert at St. James, Prince 
Palace, Prince Charles’ resi- 
dence, debated McCartney’s 
The Leaf, a 10-mmntc sol o 
composition performed by 
pianist Anya Alexeyev, 22, a 
recent student at the college. 

It also featured excerpts from 
his Liverpool Oratorio, com- 
posed in 1991. McCartney 
was scheduled to dose per- 
forming the classic Beaties 
ballad, Yesterday — but fee 
surprised the audience wife 
the fast-paced Lady Madon- 
na. Afterwards, McCartney 
himself was surprised when 
the prince, who is also the 
president of the college, 
awarded him a fellowship of 
the college. 

Indonesian town 
to host 'standing 
on one f oof 
contest 

JAKARTA (AFP)— A mul- 
tinational group., of comped' 
tors will at the weekend 
attempt to ontstand each 
other — on one leg — in fee 
Central Java town of Semar- 
ang, the Antara News Agee* 
cy said Friday. Antar* 
quoted the head of fee to* 
done si an Museum of F® - 
cords, Jaya Suprana, a* 
saying that participants fro® 
Australia, Belgium, Ger* ^ 
many, Japan, India and fee £ 
Netherlands have registered 
for the one-day event Safer* 
day. The competition, orga- 
nised by the museum 
together with the local chap* 
ter of the Rotary Qub has* 
first prize of one mil&ofl 
rupiah ($450). 
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Battlefield, diplomatic fronts heat up in Bosnia 
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SARAJEVO, Bosnia- 
Hcfzegovina (AP) — As 
Bosnian government troops 
pressed an offensive against 
rebel Serbs, diplomatic 
efforts at resolving the con- 
flict -appeared to gain 
momentum. 

In Sarajevo, the humanita- 
rian airlift, suspended nearly 
two weeks ago after planes 
were shot at, resumed Fri- 
day. 

Government troops bad 
gained two to three 
kilometres on one of three 
battle fronts in the Majevica 
Mountains, said U.N. 
spokesman Lt Col. Gary Co- 
ward. 

U.N. officials reported 
heavy fighting around a Serb 
telecommunications tower 
wind* has as a key radio link 
between Serb territory in 
eastern and northwestern 
Bosnia. 

The Bosnian Serb News 
Agency (SRNA) said the 
tower was well defended and 
claimed Serbs had repelled a 
government attack. 

The commander of govern- 


ment forces, Gen. Rasim De- 
lic, told state TV that the 
“limited combat activities'' 
aimed at pushing Serb artil- 
lery out of range of Tuzla, die 
second largest government- 
held town after Sarajevo. 

“Intense fighting and shell- 
ing is continuing to the east 
and northeast of Tuzla,” said 
Alexander Ivanko, a U.N. 
spokesman. It’s “full combat, 
and not just a ceasefire viola- 
tion.” 

The fighting has seriously 
undermined an already 
strained truce, which both 
sides say they will abandon 
once it expires May 1. 

Both skies have refused to 
resume any political negotia- 
tions on a possible peace, 
each setting conditions die 
other side rejects. 

But the government ack- 
nowledged Thursday that it 
had made contact with Ser- 
bia’s powerful president, Slo- 
bodan Milosevic, to probe his 
stand on a possible peace 
scenario. 

Russian Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev said Thurs- 


day that he proposed new 
ideas for a Bosnian peace 
plan to U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher at 
talks in Geneva. 

The Bosnian government 
news agency BH Press re- 
ported that an envoy of Bos- 
nian President Alija Izetbe- 
govic met Mr. Milosevic 
Tuesday to learn first hand, 
without mediation, Mr. 
Milosevic’s intentions toward 
Bosnia. 

It was the first known 
direct contact between the 
Bosnian government and Mr. 
Milosevic without mediation. 

The envoy, Bosnian 
ambassador to Switzerland 
Muhammad Filipovic, in- 
formed Mr. Milosevic that 
Bosnia's territorial integrity 
most be ensured under any 
peace plan, BH Press said. 

The Bosnian government 
wants recognition from Ser- 
bia as a condition for formal 
negotiations. Mr. Milosevic 
first wants sanctions lifted. If 
Mr. Milosevic recognised 
Bosnia, it would undermine 
hopes of rebel Serbs to unite 


the 70 per cent of Bosnia they 
hold with Serbia. 

Mr. Kozyrev said in Gene- 
va that hi$ proposal should be 
considered “a set of ideas 
coming from ns intended for 
discussions,” and not seen as 
a rejection of a peace plan 
drafted by a five-nation “con- 
tact group” which indudes 
Russia and die United States. 

Mr. Kozyrev's plan re- 
portedly would give Mr. 
Milosevic the incentive of lift- 
ing sanctions on Serbia in 
exchange for recognising 
Bosnia and Croatia. 
Washington insists Mr. 
Milosevic act before sanc- 
tions can be eased. 

Mr. Christopher said he 
and Mr. Kozyrev “agreed 
that the contact group on 
Bosnia must be re- 
energised.” 

Frustrated over the failure 
of U.N. peacekeepers to en- 
force the truce and get aid to 
besieged government en- 
claves, Mr. Izetbegovic wrote 
to U.N. Secretary General 
Boutros Gfaaii demanding a 
new resolution . 


Japan cult denies sarin attack, abduction charges 

his is just speculation, 
drink it's the U.S. milit- 
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TOKYO (R) — The 
Japanese religions sect 
targeted by pohee in three 
days of raids launched a 
media campaign Friday de- 
nying allegations of abduc- 
tions of and nerve-gas pro- 
duction. 

The elusive leader of the 
Aum Shinri Kyo (Supreme 
Truth Sect) denied chemicals 
seized in his sect's buildings 
were related to Tokyo nerve- 
gas attacks, while in a sepa- 
rate interview the cult’s 
spokesman claimed Japan- 
based U.S. military forces 
were responsible. 

Sect founder Shoko Asa- 
hara said in a taped message 
shown on television Friday 
that chemicals found at his 
sect’s buildings had no con- 
nection to the nerve gas used 
in Monday's lethal attack on 
Tokyo subways. 

“This is all a hashing cam- 
paign against our sect,' 1 said 
the bearded, long-haired 
Asahara, who was dressed in 
a purple smock with his long 
hair and beard looking dis- 
hevelled. 

In a videotape sent to NBK 
public television in response 
to an interview request, Mr. 
Asahara claimed the chemic- 
al stocks were for peaceful 


fluoride is used to 


make pottery,” Mr. Asahara 
said in a calm time. “Phos- 
phorus trichloride is used to 
make plastic materials and 
also as a herbicide. I cannot 
see how one can make sarin 
ont of these substances.” 

Chemical experts were 
sceptical, and noted that 
sodium fluoride and phos- 
phorus trichloride were ing- 
redients of sarin. 

“I have never heard of 
sodium fluoride being used 
for pottery,” said a professor 
of pottery at the Tokyo Uni- 
versity of Fine Arts who did 
not want to be Identified. 

Police said they were keen 
to question Mr. Asahara ab- 
out his group’s motives in 
holding the chemicals, winch 
have been identified as key 
ingredients of the type of 
nerve gas used in the Tokyo 
subway attack that killed 10 
and made thousands HI. 

The secretive guru's 
whereabouts were still not 
known as tire police opera- 
tion against the colt, winch 
has. turned op large chemical 
stockpiles, entered a fluid 
day: 

Yoshinobu Aoyama, 
Aum's lawyer and a sect 
member, accused the United 
States of mastenmndmg the 
subway attack. 


“This 
but I 

ary or some organisation like 
that ,” Mr. Aoyama said in a 
live interview on Japanese 
television. 

A U.S. embassy spokes- 
man said: “The United States 
categorically rejects the 
charges, which are not worth 
comment.” 

Mr. Aoyama also denied 
the cult was involved in the 
abductions of 21-year-old 
Satnshi Mina mi and the Feb. 
28 abduction of Kiyoshi 
Kariya. 

On Sunday, three colt 
members were detained in 
connection with the alleged 
kidnapping of Min ami. 

Kariya, bead of a notary 
office in Tokyo, was 
abducted as his younger sister 
was trying to break with the 
sect. 

In what has amounted to a 
military-style operation in- 
volving thousands of officers 
and chemical experts wearing 
gas masks, police have turned 
up tonnes of chemicals inside 
the .sect's warehouses . at, 
Kamikn fcsHilri village, .west 
of Tokyo. 

Although police have not 
formally finked the raids with 
Monday’s subway attack, the 
sight of officers in chemical- 
warfare gear and gas masks 


has left Japan in no doubt 
that they are looking for evi- 
dence in the nerve-gas case. 

The quantity of the confis- 
cated chemicals is stagger- 
ing. Police sources said 34 
truckloads of chemicals, both 
liquids and powders, have, 
been taken from the sect's 
sprawling complex 100 
kilometres west erf Tokyo. 

Experts who saw television 
footage of the buildings said 
the complex resembled a che- 
mical plant complete with 
ventilation ducts, laborator- 
ies and warehouses. 

“This is almost like a che- 
mical factory,” said Hidenori 
Watanabe, chemistry profes- 
sor at Tokyo University. 

In Osaka, hundreds of 
officers and riot police 
ped with gas 
group’s offices. The official 
reason given by a police 
spokesman was to search fin- 
evidence related to the kid- 
napping of a university stu- 
dent. 

He said there were no for- 
mal arrests Friday. But re- 
porters at the. scene said 
police, .detained 4ive sect- fob 
' lowers for trying to obstruct 
the raid at the offices in an 
Osaka business district. 

Police sources said there 
would be more raids over the 
weekend. 


U.S.-Russia ‘honeymoon’ over, Kozyrev says 
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GENEVA (AP) — The 
U.S.-Russia “honeymoon 
has come to an end,” Foreign 
Minister Andrei Kozyrev de- 
clared after an increasingly 
rancorous talks with U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher over Checbenya 
and Russia's nuclear sales to 
Iran. 

In a more encouraging 
vein, Mr. Kozyrev said the 
two countries have a growing 
ability to resolve problems. 
The honeymoon ended “not 
in divorce,” he told a news 
conference 

Mr. Christopher, too, por- 
trayed the recently strained 
relationship as one in which 
U.S. and Russian leaders are 
determined to address differ- 
ences “jointly and candidly.” 

But as the two men opened 
planning for a May meeting 
in Moscow between Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton and Russia’s 
president, Boris Yeltsin, it 
was dear they had failed to 
move closer to resolving dif- 
ferences over Iran, 
Checbenya and NATO. 

They announced formation 
of a working group to study 
midear proliferation issues, 
apparently seeking a way to 
deal with U.S. opposition to 
Russia’s plan to sell a nuclear 


power plant to Iran. 

The group is to complete 
its review in time for the May 
10 Oin ton-Yeltsm summit. 

“I let the foreign minis ter 
know of our -strong opposi- 
tion to Russian nndear coop- 
eration with Iran,” Mr. 
Christopher said. “I did fur- 
nish him some information 
we have about Iranian nuc- 
lear intentions.” 

But Mr. Kozyrev gave no 
indication Russia is backing 
off its insistence that the Ira- 
nian prog ram me is peaceful 
and not geared to developing 
nudear weapons. 

“Our cooperation with 
Iran is fully in the purview of 
the non-proliferation treaty,” 
he said, speaking through an 
interpreter. 

On Checbenya, where a 
new Russian military offen- 
sive is under way to quash a 
rebellion, Mr. Christopher 
said, Tm very concerned ab- 
out the escalation we’ve-seen 
there in recent days. I under- 
scored to him our belief that 
the fighting must end, dial 
humanitarian relief must be 
able to get to the war’s vic- 
tims, ana that a political set- 
tlement must be negotiated.” 
Mr. Kozyrev said merely, 
“there are a number of differ- 


ences and nuances in our 
estimates of situations like, 
for instance, Iran, or let ns 
say the evaluation of the 
situation in Checbenya. 

“But what counts more is 
that once again we showed 
onr ability to discuss all those 
matters not in a confronta- 
tional way.” 

Mr. Christopher repeated 
his assertion of the previous 
day that Russia is ‘paying a 
very high price in world opin- 
ion for this adventure, and I 
hope it ends as soon as possi- 
ble.” 

On Wednesday, Mr. 
Christopher suggested that 
Checbenya could undermine 
Russia’s goal of becoming a 
full member of the economic 
grouping of the world’s seven 
leading industrial democra- 
cies. 

The G-Ts annual summit is 
in Halifax, Nova Scotia, in 
June, and Mr. Christopher 
said. Russia's participation 
would be no different than it 
has been in previous years: 
Yeltsin will attend but not as 
a member of the exclusive 
group. 

Mr. Kozyrev said it would 
be “nonsensical” for G-7 to 
discuss world debt without 
Russia. 


Both men said no sweeping 
new ideas were exchanged on 
how to resolve the long Bos- 
nian conflict. 

Meanwhile, President 
Yeltsin's Security Council 
confirmed plans Thursday to 
hold a military parade mark- 
ing the 50th anniversary of 
the end of World War II on 
May 9, when western leaders 
are in town. 

President Clinton agreed 
to riot only after Mr. Yeltsin 
assured him there would be 
no displays of weaponry on 
Red Square, where be will 
attend a parade of war veter- 
ans. 

But the comical acknow- 
ledged that plans are pro- 
ceeding Cor a trig parade just 
a few kilometres away on 
Poklonnaya Hill in western 
Moscow, where a huge war 
memorial complex is in the 
final stages of construction. 

The council did not make 
public specifics about the 
celebration. But the news- 
paper Izvestia said last week 
the parade would feature 
10,000 troops, 250 armoured 
vehicles and 70 aircraft 

The dosed-door meeting in 
the Kremlin induded Prime 
Minister Viktor Chernomy- 
rdin and other top officials. 
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7 EU ‘Schengen’ states to drop border controls 


' BRUSSELS (R) — Seven of 
the 15 European Union coun- 
, tries drop internal border 
controls with each other Sun- 
day when the so-called 
, ' Schengen Accord comes into 

^ oSt t effect. 
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The agreement was named 
after the Luxembourg town 
.in which it was ori^nally 
!, ■- - \ '1 1 - signed in 1985 by five cotm- 
- ' tries — Belgium, the Netber- 

* lands, Luxembourg, France 
and Germany. Spain and 

•’ '' Portugal signed up in 1992. 

__ . From Sunday passengers 

.- ' 3ying between those coun- 

■ : J _■ . ' Jies will leave from domestic 
• ‘ , "after than international air- 
v •" '^_; ' x>rt terminals and will not be 
- • . -- ■ object to identity checks. 

p“Sdiengen is a decisive 
' ■ „ : V^P ® tiw path towards free- 
'• ^ of movement in the 

...j '.:r\vhole of Europe,” Bernd 

. . »chmidbauer, minister of 

\ tete in the German Cbancel- 

* \ .jty, told a news conference 

... fc \-V The system, which involves 

^gtnened external border 
sotrols and a centralised in- 




formation system to track cri- 
minals, is bound to produce 
some hiccups at the start. 

“There will be some weak 
spots at the beginning, but 
everything will be ironed 
out,” Mr. Schmibauer said. 

Airports have rushed to 
construct special terminals to 
accommodate three different 
kinds of passenger, and not 
all have made it on time. 

“Arrival and departure 
systems for passengers in our 
airports will be deeply 
changed from March 26,” 
Belgium's External Trade 
Ministry said in a statement. 

The accord conld also 
make life more difficult for 
ocher members of the 15- 
nation European Union 
(EU) who could face tougher 
passport controls in the early 
days than they have been 
used to. 

The Nordic countries — 
which have a passport union, 
also want to join the accord 
— but their situation is com- 
plicated by Norway which de- 


sys 

the 


dined EU membership last 
year. 

“Norway cannot become a 
member of Schengen because 
it is not a member of the EU,” 
French European Affairs 
Minister Alain Lamassoure 
told a news conference this 
week. 

Italy and Greece have 
signed up to the pact, but 
cannot join it until they have 
adapted to the information 
item and Austria has for 
e moment just observer sta- 
tus. 

But Mr. Lamassoure said 
that soon all continental EU 
members would be aboard. 
That would put pressure on 
Ireland and Britain. 

Ireland has said it would 
like to join but cannot be- 
cause Britain is refusing to 
take part and would auto- 
matically throw up border 
controls between Northern 
Ireland, a British province, 
and the republic and across 
the irish Sea. 

About 80 per cent of peo- 


ple travelling to and from 
Ireland do so to the North or 
to Britain. 

“I think that once our Brit- 
ish friends see that a traveller 
between Heathrow and Rois- 
sy faces the same controls as 
someone arriving from 
Washington... they wiQ see 
the sense of joining 
Schengen,” Mr. Lamassoure 
said. 

In the run-dp to Schengen 
Day members played down 
fears of increased crime and 
illegal immigration when bor- 
der controls come down. 
That is Britain's argument 
against joining. 

The Schengen group's cen- 
tral computer — the 
Schengen Information Sys- 
tem, based in the French 
town of Strasbourg, con- 
tains 10 million files and a 
million names of people cons- 
idered undesirable. 

Police will be able to use 
the system to track stolen 
cars, crime suspects, illegal 
arms and forged money. 


Chechens vow last stand in Shalt 

Russian general sees more months of fighting 


SHALI, Russia (AFP) — 
Chechen separatist comman- 
ders admitted Friday that 
they had lost the battle for 
1 , but said they would 
: a last stand here against 
superior R ussian forces be- 
fore going to the hills. 

Argun fell to the Russian 
forces Thursday after three 
months of fighting that des- 
troyed most of the town, said 
an officer from the Chechen 
high command, who asked 
not to be named. 

“They pulled out, it was 
decided to cut their losses 
and save lives," the officer 
said. “There are still a few 
Smyertniki (suicide fighters) 
in the town,” he said. 

Argun had come to sym- 
bolise the David and Gobath 
resistance of Chechen guer- 
rillas armed almost exclusive- 
ly with small arms a gainst the 
Russians’ tanks, artillery and 
airpower. 

But on Wednesday, Rus- 
sian tanks completed an en- 
circlement of the town and 
further resistance was dearly 
suicidal. Between 100 ana 
200 fighters e v acuated, the 
officer said. 

Shali, 15 kilometres (nine 
miles') to the south of Argun, 
has become the new focal 
point of resistance — and 
perhaps the last before a re- 
treat to the Caucasus Moun- 
tains. 

It has also been the separ- 
atists’ self-declared capital 
since the massive Russian 
force won control of Grozny 
in mid-February after two 
months of air raids and artil- 
lery shelling that left much of 
the city deserted and in rains. 

The headquarters was 
abandoned late Wednesday 
after intensive rocket attacks 
on the centre, but comman- 
ders and fighters were a ga in 
based in the deserted town 
Friday. 

“Shali is now the battle. 
There's a lot more strength 
here than they think . We're 
waiting for them,** said 
Rashid Bargishov, deputy 
commander on the republic's 
southern front. 

“We’ll do what we can,” 
he said. «•■>. 

; But- Russian- forces -were- 
also tightening the ^qoose 
around Sfiah' and the ’flat 
fields are perfect territory for 
tanks, siqjportcd by low- 
flying helicopter gunships. 

“After . Argun, they think 
that if they take Shali they've 
won the war, that they rally 
control the republic,” Mr. 
Bargishov said. “But after 
Shah, it’s the mountains.” 

“Up there we'll reign,” he 
said. 

Russian tactics are simple 
and were proven in Grozny 
— destroy a town with inces- 
sant artillery and air shelling 
until nothing remains but a 
heap of ruins, an empty car- 
cass which the Chechens then 
decide to abandon. 

The winding, narrow roads 
and thick woods in the moun- 
tains would make any move- 
ment of armoured can and 
tanks almost impossible. 
However many Chechens 
fear that resistance in the 
mountains would lead to 
bloody air raids on refugee- 
packed villages. 

The centre of Shali was 
shattered and almost de- 
serted. Almost every building 
was either in ruins or pock- 
marked with shrapnel. There 
was no electricity, gas or wa- 
ter. 

The town was quiet early 
Friday, but cars drove fast 
and those on foot hugged the 
walls to avoid being caught in 
an open space if shells or 
rockets suddenly crashed in. 

The only civilians left were 
those with nowhere to 
escape. 

A couple of women sold 
cigarettes at fold-up tables set 
up next to a brick apartment 
building blown apart by shell- 
ing. 

Tens of thousands off Rus- 
sian soldiers, backed by 
tanks, jet planes and helicop- 
ters rolled into Checbenya on 
Dec. 11 to crash President 
Dzhokhar Dudayev’s three- 
year-old declaration of inde- 
pendence from the Russian 
Federation. 

The Chechens have lost the 
war for control of their towns 
and are now set for a prot- 
racted guerrilla campaign 
from the mountains. 

The Chechens admitted 
Thursday they had aban- 
doned Shali, their de facto 
capital after Grozny fell last 
mouth, in the face of round- 
the-clock rocket attacks, and 
Moscow claimed that Argun 
too had fallen. 

Chechen separatist fighters 
realised weeks ago that, 
faced with overwhelming 
Russian firepower, they 
would lose the towns one by 
one just as they lost Grozny. 

Now they are preparing for 
the final phase of the war, the 
battle for the mountains. 

Although Russians have 


seized or are about to seize 
the last four towns — Argun, 
Shali and Gudermes in the 
east, Achkhoy-Martan in the 
west — and most of the vil- 
lages still held by separatists, 
they will be masters of a 
devastated country. 

Argun is now a ghost town 
where there is no a single 
building in the centre which 
has not been or destroyed by 
shelling. 

It seems the Russians, after 
the failure of their first 
assault on Grozny at New 
Year, want to avoid any 
hand-to-hand fighting with 
Chechen fighters. After en- 
circling Aigun Wednesday, 
they simply intensified their 
shelling of the town to force 
the Chechens to give it up, 
rather than trying to take it 
by force. 

“It’s terrible, we have nev- 
er used such firepower be- 
fore. “We’re bombing them 
ceaselessly,” a helicopter 
pilot, just returned from a 
mission over Argun, told 
AFP Wednesday. 

Hie Russian advance has 
Stampeded thousands of civi- 
lians into fleeing their homes, 
many from Grozny and vil- 
lages taken under heavy Rus- 
sian sh elling . 

Horrified by gruesome 


accounts of reprisals by Rus- 
sian troops in Grozny, they 
have no option bnt to follow 
Chechen figbteis in the in- 
evitable retreat to the moun- 
tains. 

Small villages dotted across 
the Caucasus Mountains and 
packed with refugees have 
suffered already from Rus- 
sian jets and helicopters. Sur- 
rounding roads take lorry- 
loads of Chechen fighters and 
weapons to mountain bases 
from where they are prepar- 
ing to cany on the fight. 

But the Chechens can 
scarcely hope to use these 
mountains, already under 
shelling and with barely 
driveable roads, as anything 
more than a base for a guer- 
rilla war. 

They have no hope of re- 
capturing the county, only 
preventing the Russians set- 
tle in peacefully and makin g 
difficult, if not impossible, 
any return to normal life. 

The commander of Rus- 
sian troops in Checbenya has 
warned against expecting a 
quick end to the war and 
believes instead that the 
military push against the 
breakaway republic will con- 
tinue a few more months at 
least. 

“It won't end so quickly. 


unfortunately,” Colonel 
General Anatoly Kulikov 
said. 

“The war has its own laws 
and stages, and we calculate 
that by the summer period 
(June 21-Sept. 21), we can 
establish control of two- 
thirds of the territory,” he 
said. 

This, he added, would 
. allow Russia to “move from 
military to political means 
and... to hold elections and 
establish a new, legitimate 
power.” 

Gen. Kohkov said the car- 
rent Russian push focused on 
two Chechen cities, Argun, 
11 kilometres (seven miles) 
east of Grozny, and Shah, 2i 
kilometres (13 miles) south- 
east. 

Gen. Kulikov blamed this 
“pointless war” on the per- 
sonal ambitions of Mr. 
Dudayev, the secessionist 
Chechen president and for- 
mer Soviet general, “and the 
very restricted circle around 

him .** 

He said the Chechen forces 
initially consisted of 15,000 
“well-prepared, well-trained 
and excellently aimed men,” 
and another 30,000 “semi- 
trained” local militia . 

“They are considerably 
fewer now.” 
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Arrive Dubai 


Mon, Sat 

19.15 

00.15* 

Thu 

17.15 

00.15* 




Mon, Sat 

14.45 

18.15 

Thu 

14.45 

16.15 


All times local 


Following day 


Emirates flies three times a week from Amman to Dubai with 


convenient onward connections to cities throughout the Middle East, 


the Far East and the Indian Subcontinent. 



For reservations or further information contact your local travel 


agent or Emirates on Amman 643341 . 
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No peace without Jerusalem 

FOR THE umpteenth time, U.S. senators 
have proposed the transfer of the U.S. 
embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. Ninety- 
three of them suggested to the White House 
last week that the embassy be moved to 
occupied Jerusalem by 1999. The period 
from now until then was ostensibly meant to 
give the peace negotiators the opportunity to 
decide on the final status of the holy city. , 

In so acting, the U.S. Senate is actually 
sending two conflicting messages: One, that 
nothing should be done to jeopardise the 1 
negotiations on the fate of the city. The other 
is that no matter what the outcome of the 1 
negotiations is, the U.S. embassy should be 
moved to Jerusalem. In effect the Senators in 
question are endorsing Israel’s proposition 
that Jerusalem is its eternal capital. 

This recent initiative conies also on the 
heel of many similar policy statements from 
the U.S. Congress that seem to have no end 
to them. In retrospect, such interferences 
smack of a denial of the feet that there are in 
essence two Jerusalems: one Israeli and one 
Arab. The twin dties live side by side and are 
interlinked by common heritage bat divided 
by political, religions and cultural differ- 
ences. The sooner there is a wider acceptance 
of this reality the sooner it would be possible 
to articulate a coherent policy posture mi the 
city. There are more than 150,000 Palesti- 
nians living in East Jerusalem. This number 
is projected to increase rather than decrease 
in the future. Surely, those people should be 
able to identify themselves with their own 
country and capital as well. Only the blind 
cannot see that East Jerusalem is distinguish- 
able from West Jerusalem. When there is full 
and wide recognition of this fact, the resolu- 
tion of the conflict over the city shall become 
within the reach of all the parties. 

The U.S. Senate should not go against 
international legitimacy and U.N. resolu- 
tions, not to mention the facts of history and 
the present, which state unequivocally that 
Jerusalem is an occupied Arab city, to 
appease the powerful Zionist lobby. 

Nor should the U.S. senators underesti- 
mate the Arab determination to end the 
Israeli occupation of Jerusalem. There will 
be no peace in the Middle East unless 
Jerusalem is freed from the yoke of Zionist 
colonisation that the U.S. Senators should 
not ignore if they want to see an end to the 
conflicts in the area. 


AL RAT ARABIC daily on Friday dealt in its editorial with 
the Arab League's 50th anniversary meeting, saying the 
league's jubilee session ended in mixed emotions of sadness 
and hope. It said the meeting ended with feelings of 
sadness over the Arab status quo. mingled with feelings of 
hope that inter-Arab relations will improve in the near 
future. The paper said that the issue of making the Middle 
East a region free of all mass destruction weapons and 
Is rael's refusal to sign the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty 
(NPT) dominated the Arab foreign ministers’ discussions at 
the session, expressing regret that these ministers did not 
reach agreement on unifying Arab stands before die 
United Nations meeting in April on the issue. The 
newspaper also voiced regret that no agreement was 
reached on other Arab issues, such as the establishment of 
an Arab court of justice and the lifting of the siege on Iraq, 
Libya, Sudan and the Palestinians. What gives some hope, 
said the paper, is that the league's council agreed to address 
the U.N. Security Council demanding unifying standards 
on nuclear weapons in accordance with chapter seven of its 
charter and taking the necessary measures to ensure that 
Israel adheres to these standards. 

DEALING WITH the same subject, Al Dustour daily 
expressed regret that the council's meeting ended with a 
new split in Arab ranks and stands, noting that the Arabs 
were now in dire need for unifying their stands at this 
critical stage in their history. It said although the conclud- 
ing statement by the council tried to conceal this horrible 
split, statements by several Arab foreign ministers partici- 
pating in the meeting showed that the Arab countries did 
not take a unified stand on the signing of the NPT. It is the 
first time that the Arab League Council witnesses such a 
split in the general Arab stand on an issue dealing with 
Israel, and the gravity of this precedent is that it is about an 
issue threatening the whole Arab security, the paper said. 
The newspaper expressed dismay and pain at this split in 
Arab stands on an issue as important as Israel's nuclear 
armament. It railed for extracting every possible lesson of 
this incident which, it said, will undermine the status of the 
Arab League further. 


Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr. Musa Kefonj 


Proposal to rechannel American aid worthy of support 


THE JORDAN Times carried a report last week on a 
proposal made by a group of American church activists and 
non-governmental organisations (NGOs) calling for a 
restructuring of American aid to the Middle East. It was 
not the first time the idea has been raised in principle, but it 
was indeed the first time that American groups got together 
and formulated a strategy that was recommended to die 
American administration while keeping in view the very 
U.S. objective of maintaining peace in the region. We have 
not heard much from Washington on the proposal, 
obviously because of efforts by the various lobbyists, 
interest groups, die defence establishment and the govern- 
ments of Israel and Egypt — the two countries which stand 
to lose most if the administration were to adopt the 
proposal. 

Of course, any effort to bury the proposal through 
influencing American policymakers, administration offi- 
cials and lawmakers is a very short-sighted view. The very 
premise behind the annual $3 billion American aid to Israel 
and S2.1 billion to Egypt is maintaining peace in the Middle 
East after those countries signed the <Jamp David agree- 
ments in 1978. That fits in with the overall American goal 
of keeping those two countries from going to war (The $5.1 
billion does not indude the assistance sent to Israel through 
other channels. Some estimates actually put the annnqj 
American aid, including die $3 billion, to more than $6 
billion). 

But, on the other band, as the proposal rightly points 
oat, the Camp David formula — at least in the context of 
the financial aid to Egypt and Israel — is no longer an 
effective framework to maintain peace in the Middle East. 
Other Arab countries have come into play, namely Jordan, 
Syria and Lebanon, as well as the Palestinians. Jordan and 
foe Palestinians have already signed peace accords with 
Israel and it is only a matter of time before Syria and 
Lebanon do. 

The proposal takes into dose consideration foe fact that 


it is unlikely that the U.S. government, whether foe 
Clinton administration or its successors, whether Republi- 
can or Democrat, is unlikely to make available more aid for 
the Middle East. If anything, the trend is to reduce the $5.1 
billion in view of the domestic American economy. 
However, it is also unlikely that the amount could be cut 

That leaves us with the 55. 1 billion to consider as annual 
American aid to the Middle East to maintain peace. The 
question, rightfully but implicitly raised in the proposal, is 
bow sound is the idea to limi t the beneficiaries of the 
assistance to Israel and Egypt while other parties in foe 
region have also assumed equally dominant roles to play in 
peace. 

What the concerned people in Washington should realise 
is relatively simple: They have a limited amount of money 
available to the Middle East region to serve foe American 
objective of maintaining peace. The two beneficiaries who 
used to receive the amount over the past 15 years are no 
longer the only players. As such, the U.S. decision-makers 
should reconsider their priorities and come to the conclu- 
sion that the proposal that foe amount channelled to 
regional projects whose output will be shared among two or 
more parties in the region is 'the best under foe circumst- 
ances. 

Needless to say, the proposal, if formally considered by 
the administration, will raise loud hues and cries in both 
Israel and Egypt But, as authors of foe proposal point out, 
there are voices which appreciate the long-term vision 
behind the proposal rather than narrowing their view to the 
immediate impact of the suspension of aid to the two 
countries. 

For one thing, many Israelis see the wisdom that the 
amount their country will have to spend on maintaining a 
peace without its benefits to other people would be much 
higher than foe actual amount of American aid. Those 
voices are little heard at this point in time, but would be 
loud and dear as and when they see Washington seriously 
entertaining the proposal. 


NORMALISATION. 



Peace doesn’t entail changing history 


By Sa’eda KOani 

WRITERS AND col- 
omnists had a critical 
approach to this week’s 
events. Al Karameh battle, 
foe death of journalist Jum- 
ma Hamraad and the Arab 
League’s meetings in Cairo 
produced a mild but intense 
debate among Jordanian 
writers. 

Al Ra’i newspaper col- 
umnist Mahmoud Rimawi 
stressed the need to con- 
stantly commemorate 
national anniversaries such 
as Al Karameh day, on 
March 21, at times of peace 
in particular. Peace does 
not necessitate a reconsid- 
eration of historical events, 
he said. 

Mr. Rimawi said there 
should not be any change 
on school curricula, nor 
should history facts be 
altered, be said. Nobody, 
he added, can possibly in- 
terfere or change events 
that have become an integ- 
ral part of history. 

In the final analysis, Mr. 
Rimawi said, if wars were 
coming to an end. the poli- 
tical , religious, economic 
and information confronta- 
tions with Israel will not 
stop before all rights of 
Arab countries are res- 
tored. 

In Al Dustour, Samih 
Ma’ayteh also stressed the 
importance of commemor- 
ating these days since they 
define the power struggle in 
the region. 

Almost all columnists 
and writers have eulogised 
foe dean of Journalist and 
former chairman of Jordan 
Press Foundation, Jumma'a 
Ham mad, who passed away 
March 17. Raja El Issa, 
owner of the Jordan Dis- 
tribution Agency and for- 
mer colleague of Mr. Ham- 
mad, at the Jordan Press 
Foundation, Suleiman 
'Machini, a writer and a 
poet, Fahed Al Fanek, eco- 
nomist. and Sultan Hattab, 
former chief editor of Sawt 
Al Shaab, said Mr. Ham- 


mad's death was a great loss 
to the Kingdom. 

In Al Ra’i. Mr. El Issa 
recollected the friendship 
he had with Mr. Hammad 
for over 30 years. When the 
histoty of the Jordan Press 
Foundation is written, Mr. 
El Issa said, Hajj Jumma’a 
will be remembered as its 
founder and the one who 
led the Institution to the 
success it enjoys at present. 

Mr. Machini started his 
eulogy by expressing his 
deep love and appreciation 
for Mr. Hammad. He said 
that he died at a time when 
the country is in need of 
such leaders. Dr. Fanek, 
however, regretted that 
Jordanian writers and col- 
umnists and the press in 
general attributed consider- 
able attention to his death 
while they did not spare any 
criticism when be was alive. 


two weeklies on the free- 
dom of the press. 

Chief editor of the Islam- 
ist weekly Al Sabeel, Hilmi 
Al Astnar, said that 
although he is against what 
be termed as the weeklies’ 
publication of sensational 
news and violent stories, he 
did not believe that such a 
strict and uncompromising 
stand should be taken 
against them. 

I used to think, he said, 
that there is more than one 
measure that can be taken 
before resorting to such a 
decision. The Jordan Press 
Association, in cooperation 
with the Ministry of In- 
formation and the Press and 
Publications Department, 
could have solved foe issue 
peacefully before the prob- 
lem aggravated, he said. 
Mr. Al Asmar expressed 
fears that Al Sabeel news- 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Does the Jordanian jour- 
nalist have to die to make 
bis colleagues and friends 
honour and dignify him. 
value his contributions to 
the press and the nation, 
and write sweeping praise 
about his achievements, 
without any reservations, 
be asked. 

Now that Mr. Hammad 
bad died and does not pose 
a threat or competition any 
more, all his colleagues 
started lauding his achieve- 
ments and contributions, he 
said. 

In Al Ra’i also, Mr. Hat- 
tab said he was shocked to 
learn about Mr. Hammad's 
death, and listed the de- 
ceased's contributions to 
the press and to the col- 
umnist himself. 

For the fourth consecu- 
tive week, daily and weekly 
columnists continued to 
write about the suspension 
of the two weeklies, Al 
Bilad and Hawadeth Al 
Sa’ah and the influence of the 
derision to close down the 


paper, which has not been 
subject to any harassment 
or criticism until now, 
would, sooner or later, be 
forced to face the same 
fate. 

Also in Al Sabeel, Yasser 
Za'atreh criticised the Press 
and Publications Depart- 
ment (PPD) for taking Al 
Majd weekly to court on 
the grounds that it has pub-‘ 
lished an article that dispa- 
rages the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE). 

Mr. Za'atreh questioned 
the validity of this accusa- 
tion and whether or not the 
UAE President Sheikh 
Zayed Ben Sultan Al 
Nihayan, has asked the 
PPD to file a case against 
Al Majd. 

This is an issue that has to 
deal with the Press and 
Publications Law itself, a 
law that, unfortunately, has 
been approved by our de- 
puties, he said. What does 
it mean when the law bans 
the publication of news that 
disparages presidents of 
Arab, Islamic, or friendly 


states? he asked. And why 
don't Arab ambassadors try 
to stand up to the foreign 
press that does not stop 
talking about their coun- 
tries and their presidents in 
any way it wants? he said. 

Mr, Za'atreh said the law 
should be amended in 
accordance with democracy 
and freedom of the press 
and not with the martial law 
mentality. 

Although he did not 
directly tackle the issue of 
the two papers, Ahmad Al 
Misleh in Al Ra’i expressed 
his astonishment at the he- 
ated debate that has risen 
over journalism and the 
freedom of the press, but 
concluded his column by 
stressing the importance of 
verified information and 
accurate reporting as vital 
instruments in a free press. 

Writers also tackled the 
Arab League’s meetings 
that ended in Cairo Thurs- , 
day. In Al Dustour, Nabeel 
AJ Sharif voiced his dis-; 
appointment at the lack of 1 
coordination and disunity 
that characterises the Arab 
League. 

Dr, Sharif mainly focused 
on the Gulf war and its 
impact on the Arab 
League. He said Arab 1 
countries have been divided 
into two camps against each 
other, otherwise, he asked, 
how can we find one 
reasonable explanation for 
the stand of the league's 
Secretary General who in- 
sists on ignoring the suffer- 
ing of the Iraqi people and 
refuses to visit Iraq. 

Mohammad Subeihi, a 
columnist at Al Ra’i ques- 
tioned Egypt's motives be- , 
hind raising foe subject of 
the Non-Proliferation Trea- 
ty and making a big issue 
out of it. Docs Egypt aim at 
achieving a kind of recon- 
ciliation between the gov- 
ernment and foe Egyptian 
people by doing that or is it 
trying to silence what has 
been said about foe con- 
tacts between foe Amer- 
icans and foe Islamic move- 
ments in Egypt. 


Sure enough, Egypt will fight the proposal tooth and 
nail . But if foe tacticians in Cairo stop in their tracks for a 
moment and review dosely the long-term benefits of aid 
being distributed in a regional context that would consoli- 
date peace they would also realise that foe $2.1 billion in 
aid they receive every year is li title when they compare it 
with tiie long-term benefits of unquestionable peace rooted 
In foe common interests of all parties in the region. 

Within the U.S., lobbyists who stand to gain materially 
from ensuring that Washington does not deviate from foe 

strong fight. So would the American defence cstaMnSnlat 
(given that more than half of the $5.1 billion aid is in foe 
form of military assistance that benefits American arms 
manufacturers). Again, it is an issue that has to be solved 
by foe American administration. 

There are several other aspects to the proposal, starting 
with (an unlikely) commitment by the reading anas 
merchants of the world not to sell sophisticated and 
expensive equipment to the Middle East since such sales 
would only add fuel to the arms race in the region, with 
every neighbour looking suspiciously at what the other has 
and seeking to come up with equitable equipment. 

The emphasis that the proposal attaches to the role of 
NGOs is also veiy important. NGOs have a closer 
experience of working on the ground in foe Middle East 
and they are fully aware of the needs of foe Middle Eastern 
society, whether Palestinians, Egyptians, Jordanians, Sy- 
rians or Lebanese. The truth, much as many would not like 
to admit it, is that $1 spent by foe NGO in tire region will 
have larger impact in terms of results in real terms than $10 
spent by governments or government agencies. 

In short, the proposal is highly commendable, but is sure 
to face an uphill battle in foe U.S. as well as foe Middle 
East, and it might take years before Washington would 
even give it any serious consideration. But that does not 
mean that anyone should give up. 


LETTERS 


Children have rights 

To the Editor: 

THE INTERNATIONAL Children's Day of Broadcast- 
ing, celebrated in Jordan at the end of 1994, was 
internationally recognised three years ago w hen th e late 
James Grant, former executive director of UNICEF, asked 
for more attention ta be paid to children's problems, to 
those victims and survivors of war, disease and famin e. 

I don't know how many people know that children, 
beside the right to be bora, loved and love, the right to be 
fed when they are hungry, nursed when they are sick, 
helped when they are mentally and physically handicapped, 
have some more specific rights declared by foe U.N. 
Declaration of foe Rights of the Child: 

1- Every child has the right to affection, love and 


2 r Every child has the right to frill opportunity for play 
and recreation. 

3- Every child has the right to learn to be a useful 
member of society and to develop individual abilities. 

4- Every chad has foe right to be brought up in a spirit of 
peace and universal brotherhood. 

5- Every child has the right to enjoy there rights 
regardless of race, colour, sex, religion or social origin. 

With this in mind, I would like to make some comments 
concerning the child's problems in Jordan, especially 
problems in school. We all know how important school is 
and how school affects foe child's behaviour at the end of 
each day. Each child is born with his/her own biological 
potential for growth, intellect and longevity. No individual 
is bora with an inherited capacity for happiness or the 
ability to get on with and relate to other people, including 
teachers. These qualities are learned from those closest to 
him/her. the parents and later on foe teachers mil continue 
this hard work. 

I strongly believe that beside improving foe curriculum 
programme, we have to give children more opportunities 
and the self-image. In this way, some teachers migh t find 
out that children are both talented and extremely entertain- 
ing, therefore the teachers should enjoy the child's mind. , 

I’ve been participating in many parent meetings (as a 
parent) but I've never heard a teacher saying that our 1 
children are not “intelligent" or “not bad” but “thinkers.'’ 

I believe that teachers should encourage children to see | 
themselves as thinkers. In this way they are prepared to 
listen to others and are more interested in ideas, so j 
indirectly they can become better in learning. 1 

With such an attitude, any child is bound to experience 1 
more satisfaction and success in both school and life. But I 
foe question is, when does a child find the time to think? j 
With so many exams, tests and so much to memorise, a I 
child has no tune to think . 

Believe it or not, foe children do think earlier and in far 
more complex ways than most of us even believe. And yet, 
in some schools teachers talk too much (and pupils too 
little) and are often insensitive to foe child’s mmd. 

So much effort is invested in the quantity not foe quality 
of education. After all, as Prof. B.F. Skinner once said: 
“Education is what survives when what has been learnt has 
been forgotten.” 

On the other band parents should co mmunicate more 
with their children, encourage, listen and respect them. 
When children are respected, they are more liable to show 
respect. 

Encouragement both from teachers and parents need to 
come from the heart. For it is difficult maybe to love and to 
encourage until we experience being loved and encouraged 
ourselves. Parents and teachers alike have to be an 
example to our children. I do believe that time has come 
when we have to try education, discipline and seriousness. 

Therefore, more attention should be paid to the quality 
of children’s programmes on television. The Minis try of 
Education should take notice and action, it should provide 
more facilities for children, encourage them to participate 
in school festivals, exhibitions and competitions. 

More recreational places should be built, more parks, 
jputh centres where children can meet, talk, exchange 
ideas and have fun too. 

DanieJa Lummita Dabbed 
Amman. 

Help appreciated 

To the Editor: 

/URANIAN Society for the Protection of Animals 
(JSPA), whose new headquarters and second rffafc were 
inaugurated by Her Royal Highness Princess Nafa’a Bin* 
Ah, deputising for Her Royal Highness Princess Zrin on 
Saturday in Wadi Seer, wish to state that foe society has 
been greatly helped by a number of generous donors, 
notably foe Greater Amman Municipality which offered 
land for foe building, SPANA London and the European 
Union, which each donated half foe cost of the clinic and 

th* 1 1 . . ■ . . . 


of printing of pamphlets and posters to support foe 
education programme. The Ministry of Agriculture also 
pve much help and advice and local companies fund** 
laboratory and dime equipment. Donations came from 
local and foreign people. 

Miss Chris Larter, JSPA, Wadi Seer, 
Amman. 
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who would have been world 
champion had he not gone 
to prison for rape, you were 
raised to fight While that 
may be a fine way to bring 
up a pit bull, it has proven 
disastrous for h unfan 
beings. And you Mike, are 
a classic case in point For, 
thus far, you have turned 
out to be a great fighter but 
not modi of a man. That's 
why, Mike, it is important 
for you to understand that 
the great obstacles which 
you will have to struggle to 
overcome in life are not in 
die ring. 

With a geriatric case 
owning one part of the 
world- heavyweight cham- 
pion belt, and a cheese 


c ham p bolding die other, 
recapturing the world 
heavyweight tide will be 
easy pickings for a pugilist 
of your splendid gifts. The 
real challenge will be mod- 
erating your rage and ego- 
tistic impulses to avoid die 
type of behaviour that will 
land your butt back in pris- 
on. And that can only hap- 
pen if you confess to your 
former friends and struggle 
to change your ways before 
somebody ends your days. 
Best wishes for the future. 


The above cowmeatary is 
reprinted from The Gaur- 
dian 


The right 

side of the 
track 


Yo Mike! 


AS A FELLOW black 
American male who has 
survived life in the U.S. fqr 
sligfaty more than half a 
century without spending a 
(non-related civil rights) 
moment in jail and has 
managed to avoid dm de- 
hjKtflting pitfalls of alcohol 
and drug addiction, 1 be- 
lieve there are a few things I 
can pull your coat to mat 
can help you stay on the 
street once you are released 
from prison \ today. 

Over the last few yehrs 
you have had plenty of time 
to reflect on your fife, I 
hope you put it to good use. 
Some of the things I have 
heard about your activities 
behind bars strike me as a 
positive development. 

There has been much talk 
about your discovery of 
books. On the face of it this 
is a positive development, 
although I would tike to 
have had a hand in selecting 
your reading lists since your 
choice of books seems to be 
eclectic, reflecting neither 
rhyme nor reason. I would 
have recommended a more 
focused selection to fin the 
ga ps in your understanding 
of how the African- 
American comm unity has 
survived and often pros- 
pered under the constant 
stress of racist public poli- 
cies. 

This is no picayune issue 
Mike, because I am con- 
vinced that part of the prob- 
lem which you face, and 
other poorly raised young 
black men tike you (even 
those who acquire fame and 
fortune such as rappers 
Tupac Shakur, Snoop Dog- 
gy Dog, ef al) is a profound 
ignorance of the heroic 
tradition of straggle and 
I triumph over great odds 
that characterise the history 
of African-Americans. 

Hence, at top of my list 
for you would be From 


Slavery To Freedom, a bril- 
liant survey of our history 
written by the great Afro- 
American historian John 

Hope Franklin. Then I 
would have yon read the 
Life And Times Of 
Frederick Douglas, Booker 
T Washington’s Up From 
Slavery, Dr. W. E. B. 
Dubois’s Dusk of Dawn, 
Paul Robeson’s On These I 
Stand, Joe Louis's My Life, 
the autobiography of Mal- 
colm X, Brent Staples's Pa- 
rallel Lives, and Where 
And When I Enter, Paula 
Giddings’ spendid history 
of black women in Amer- 
ica. 

These books will open up 
a new world to you Mike, a 
world where black men and 
women are thinkers and 
doers, agents in their own 
destiny and a destiny of the 
American nation. Furth- 
ermore, in these texts yon 
would encounter the core 
cultural values that has en- 
abled so many Afro- 
Americans to not only en- 
dure, but triumph over the 
persistent racial discrimina- 
tion that is woven into the 
fabric of society. I believe if 
yon had known more about 
these matters there is an 
excellent chance you would 
never have gone to prison 
in the first place. 

But don’t get me wrong, 
Mike, I'm not one of those 
who argue that you are a 
victim of racism against 
black men. In feet, I be- 
come nauseous when I hear 
the special, pleading of 
those who attempt to por- 
tray you as the victim. Since 
I was not in the room with 
you and the young lady on 
that fateful night in Indi- 
ana, a night you will do 
doubt long remember, I 
cannot say with certainty 
what happened; perhaps 
there is more to the story. 
But I do know that your 
prior behaviour with 
women and your verbal ex- 


FREE AGAIN: For- 
mer heavy weight 
boxing champion 
Mike Tyson who 
leaves prison today 
after spending about 
three years behind 
bars for raping a 
former Miss Amer- 
ica (F9e photo) 


presaons of contempt for 
them to myself and ex-fight 
heavyweight champion Jose 
Torres — such as the fact 
that you enjoy physically 
hurting them — convinces 
me that you were certainly 
capable of the assault for 
which you were' convicted. 

I hate to admit it Mike, 
but many Afro-Americans 
disagree with me regarding 
you. I’m often surprised at 
some of the people who 
have come to your defence. 
One of your most unlikely 
supporters is my own 
mother, which is surprising 
b ecause a great part of the 
reason why I never liked 
you is due to -values I 
learned from her. You see. 


my mother, a paragon of 
respectability, is a product 
of the aristocrat southern 
American tradition adopted 
by the “coloured genteel,” 
a class whose values deter- 
mine the morals and man- 
ners of the Afro-American 
middle-class. And yon, 
Mike, are counter to every- 
thing they stood for. 

But my mother views you 
as a victim because she 
grew up in the South at a 
time when innocent Mack 
men were routinely mur- 
dered because of false rape 
charges. And her own 
Victorian attitudes regard- 
ing proper behaviour for 
young ladies leads her to 
conclude that the woman 


you were convicted of rap- 
ing asked for it. I disagree. I 
feel that even if she in- 
tended to seduce you, but 
changed her mind at the 
11th hour, you should have 
played past it. walked 
away. Considering the 
number of nubile groupies 
who were ready to do your 
bidding, your behaviour 
bears eloquent testimony to 
the fe minis t argument that 
men who rape are not in- 
terested in sex but in using 
violence to in timidate and 
dominate women. 

Although you have main- 
tained, your innocence to 
the end, if you wish to avoid 
the same pitfalls in the fu- 


ture, you should be very 
sceptical of those who tell 
you that you have done 
nothing wrong, that you are 
the victim. According to 
your first trainer, Teddy 
Adas, that was part of your 
problem to begin with. 
That’s what was wrong with 
your much celebrated rela- 
tionship with Cus D’ Ama- 
to, the legendary trainer of 
boxing champions, whom 
you have referred to as a 
surrogate father; he 
wouldn't tell you when your 
behaviour was unaccept- 
able, so long as it didn't 
affect your performance in 
the ring. 

Like Tony Ayala Jnr, the 
great middleweight boxer 


Gore urges end to violence 


(Coutinned from page 1) 
not." 

The U.S. promise of aid 
rang hollow for many Palesti- 
nians. 

Since the establishment of 
the Palestinian Authority, 
we've been hearing of hun- 
dreds of projects and millions 
of dollars in aid, but we don’t 
see anything on the ground," 
said Wabeed Dweik, a 35- 
year-old wholesale vegetable 
dealer. 

Mr. Dweik and most other 
Jericho residents never 
caught a glimpse of Mr. Gore 
and Mr. Arafat as hundreds 
of Palestinian policemen 
blocked off roadsr when the 
two leaders’ motorcade raced 
through this sleepy oasis, 
sirens wailing. 

The two men met at Mr. 
Arafat's new government 
compound, set amid fields 
and orange groves. 

Earlier Friday, Mr. Arafat 
promised a cheering crowd in 
his speech from the balcony 
of Jericho’s city hall that be 
would soon take control of 
the West Bank despite 
Israel's reluctance to with- 
draw its troops. 

“The message is clear. We 
are dose to taking the rest of 
the West Bank," Mr. Arafat 
said. “I feel that we are at the 
end of a long road." 

“He (Gore) promised to 
support us to save the peace 
process and to push the 
Israelis so we can have a 
quick implementation of 
what has been agreed upon," 
Mr. Arafat told reporters af- 
ter Mr. Gore left to catch his 
plane in Israel. 

Israel and the PLO have 
set a July 1 deadline for 
finishin g talks cm expanding 
self-rale to the West Bank 
beyond Jericho, and holding 
elections. 


But Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin told Mr. Gore 
on Thursday ' that imple- 
mentation depended on Mr. 
Arafat curbing attacks on 
Israelis by opponents of the 
peace agreement. 

Mr. Arafat declined com- 
ment on the Israeli crack- 
down condition. 

Mr. Gore and Mr. Arafat 
witnessed the signing of loan 
accords at a ceremony with- 
out fla g s and anthems'. The 
White House did not want 
Mr. Gore next to a Palesti- 
nian flag and it also had a 
picture of East Jerusalem re- 
moved, PLO officials said. 
Mr. Arafat, however, in- 
sisted on a Palestinian police 
honour guard to greet Mr. 
Gore. 

Such symbols are impor- 
tant in a process which has 
brought ordinary Palestinians 
few tangible benefits. 

Of the $2.4 billion pledged 
by international donors in aid 
after the 1993 Oslo accords, 
only $300 milli on has arrived. 
Gaza’s economy is collaps- 
ing, its workers unable to 
cross into Israel since suicide 
bombings. 

Jericho is a town of bill- 
boards on idle construction 
sites, its fledgling economic 
boom stunted by Mr. Ara- 
fat's decision to make Gaza 
his interim headquarters. 

Mr. Gore said Washington 
will have contributed $150 
milli on by September this 
year out of a total of $500 
million pledged for 1994- 
1998. 

On Thursday, Mr. Gore 
welcomed a compromise 
Arab League resolution on 
extending the nuclear Non- 
Protiferation Treaty (NPT). 

The resolution, adopted at 
a two-day meeting of Arab 
foreign ministers in Cairo, 
described Israel’s long-time 
refusal to sign the treaty as 


dangerous. But it charted no 
course of action for Arab 
states if Israel still declined to 
become a signatory. 

“We have... said that an 
indefinite extension of the 
NPT should not be linked to 
the decision by any additional 
state to become a signatory to 
die treaty,” Mr. Gore toid a 
news conference, calling the 
resolution a “positive de- 
velopment." 

Mr. Gore, also restated the 
Clinton administration’s in- 
tention of continuing to grant 
Israel $3 billion a year in aid. 

In separate talks with Mr. 
Gore, Israeli Foreign Minis- 
ter Shimon Peres reiterated 
that Israel would become a 
signatory to fee NPT only 
after two years of a compre- 
hensive peace to fee Middle 
East, Mr. Peres' aides said. 

Mr. Gore also said last 
week’s joint American-Israeli 
military manoeuvres showed 
relations between the two 
countries were “at an all-time 
high.” 

“We have just completed 
the largest joint exercise in 
the history of the bilateral 
relationship," Mr. Gore told 
reporters after a meeting Mr. 
Rabin. 

American troops began ex- 
ercises in Israel last week 
wife a total of 7,500 U.S. 
troops involved in man- 
oeuvres with Israeli ground 
and air forces. 

Although combined milit- 
ary exercises and rescue drills 
have taken place periodically 
since the U.S. and Israel 
signed a strategic cooperation 
agreement in 1982, last 
week’s were the most publi- 
cised and reportedly the most 
extensive. 

“Our communication and 
cooperation in every dimen- 
sion of the relationship is at 
an all time high,” Mr. Gore 
said. - 


Ekeus rejects U.S. charges 


(Continued from page 1) 

Americans held in custody 
since they strayed across the 
border from Kuwait 10 days 
ago. 

The Americans were 
arrested only metres from the 
Iraq-Kuwait border. They 
have been identified as David 
Dafiberti, 41, and Bii Bar- 
loon, 39, both employees of 
American military contrac- 
tors in Kuwait. 


One source who insisted on 
anonymity confirmed the 
men are being held in Bagh- 
dad and are in good condi- 
tion, but refused to give 
further details. Another 
source said Thursday they 
were visited by Western di- 


t feat Iraq has be- 
llow them visitors 
hat fee government 
anmg toward charg- 
svith illegal entry, a 


crime punishable by up to 20 
years in prison, rather than 
releasing them. • 

At a news conference 
Thursday, Trade Minister 
Mohammad Mehdi Saleh 
hinted the men would be put 
on trial. Mr. Saleh said the 
government hasn't decided 
whether to do that, but 
noted: “We have laws in 
Iraq, as there are laws in the 
United State.” 

“They are safe, they are 
well-treated,” Mr. Saleh 
said, appearing to link their 
fete to fee U?N. sanctions. 


Turks bomb villages 


(Coutinned from page 1) 
since Monday by the Turkish 
army — to camps farther 
south near a town called 
Atrash. 

Some 9,000 people are 
already crowded into two- 
camps near Atrash, be said. 

Another 200 anguished 
families have asked to be 
moved to the camps near 
Atrash. But Mr. Colville said 
this was impossible for fee 
moment because it would 
mean travelling through fee 
war zone. 

Turkey launched the in- 
tervention to end & power 
vacuum in the region, Prime 
Minister Tansu Oiler said in 
an interview Friday. 

Ms. Ciller, who was re- 
sponding to journalists’ ques- 
tions in a BBC world service 
programme, said Turkey 
would ask for help from the 
European Union and other 
allies to resolve what she 
called the international prob- 
lem of having no dear au- 
thority in northern Iraq. Tur- 
key is a member of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisa- 
tion. 

She added that Turkey had 
lost a lot because of fee Gulf 
war, but did not elaborate. 

In a separate interview Fri- 
day in fee Turkish daily 
Sabah, Ms. Oiler again said 
Turkey had “no intention of 
remaining” in northern Iraq 
and that its army would 
“withdraw as soon as its mis- 
sion is finished. 

“The West must under- 
stand one thing: we respect 
Iraq’s territorial integrity but 
we will take measures to head 
off attacks against our terri- 
tory” from northern Iraq, she 
said. 

The European Union on 


Thursday demanded a rapid 
end fb the massive Turkish 
offensive. 

France said Turkey had a 
right to fight “terrorists” but 
would not solve the Kurdish 
question through military 

French foreign ministry 
spokesman Richard Duque 
told reporters: “We condemn 
PKK terrorism." 

He quoted Foreign Minis- 
ter Alain Juppe as saying 
Turkey was “entitled to en- 
sure its security by fighting 
and attacking terrorist 
bases." 

But he said the operation 
in northern Iraq exceeded the 
right of aimed forces to cross 
a border in hot pursuit. 

German Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kinkel, accompanying 
Mr. Juppe on a troika mis- 
sion of immediate past, pre- 
sent and future EU presi- 
dents, told the Turks in Ank- 
ara on Thursday the devastat- 
ing effect images of the first 
dead civilians would have on 
public opinion. 

“The moment fee world 
sees tiie picture of the first 
civilian casualty in northern 
Iraq, things will become very 
difficult for Turkey,” Mr. 
Kinkel told reporters. 

Political analysts say Tur- 
key has underestimated fee 
impact its action would have 
on public opinion in Western 
Europe, where sympathy for 
Kurdish natio nalis t aspira- 
tions is strong and the Tur- 
kish military is viewed wife 
deep suspicion. 

The Turkish military 
meanwhile denied it was 
violating a ban on the use of 
German-supplied tanks and 
other arms in the military 
push in northern Iraq. 


Peres ordered abduction 


.(Continued from page 12) 
like Israel's nuclear capabil- 
ity. 

Haaretz said in an editorial 
on Thursday that information 
access was making censorship 
impossible. 

“Attempts to regulate in- 
formation, control it or to 
block ft are becoming im- 
possible," Haaretz said. The 
editorial noted that the 
chang in g situation was likely 
to prove “embarrassing" to 
government attempts to cen- 
sor information. 

According to Western ex- 


perts, Israel has an arsenal of 
some 200 atomic bombs and 
long-range missiles such as 
the Jericho-2 which can be 
equipped with nudear war- 

Offirially Israel has in- 
sisted that it “will not be the 
first lo introduce nuclear 
weapons to the Middle 
East." 

Israel has refused to sign 
fee nudear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty or open the Dimona 
centre up to international in- 
spection. Egypt is spearhead- 
ing an Arab campaign to 
have it sign up. 


Israelis see Palestinian state 


(Coutinned from page 1) 

were undecided. 

General elections are to 
take place in November 1996 
at the latest. 

In another opinion survey 
published Thursday, 67 per 
cent of Palestinians said they 
favoured continuing the 
autonomy talks — the highest 
figure so far recorded. 

Palestinian elections to a 
new self-rule council were 
planned for July 13 last year 
but have been delayed. 

Israel and the PLO have 
now agreed on a July 1 target 
date an accord on extending 
Palestinian self-rale. 

However, Mir. Rabin has 
linked the July 1 deadline to 
FLO Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat curbing anti-Israel guerril- 
las, Mr. Rabin’s spokesman 
said on Friday. 


Spokesman Oded Ben- 
Ami confirmed Israeli media 
reports Mr. Rabin told U.S. 
Vice President Al Gore in 
talks on Thursday that the 
deadline depended on Mr. 
Arafat’s ‘‘curbing terrorism.” 

Asked if be could confirm 
the reports, Mr. Ben-Ami 
said: “Yes I can." 

Israel's Jerusalem Post dai- 
ly said participants at the 
meeting between Mr. Gore 
and Mr. Rabin afterward re- 
minded Israeli reporters Mr. 
Rabin had long said dates set 
for stages of fee 1993 PLO- 
Israel peace deal were not 
“holy.” 

Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres said in an inter- 
view published on Friday fee 
1993 peace accord wife fee 
PLO had caused political 
problems for Israel but he did 


not regret it. 

‘T regret nothing, ” he told 
the French daily Le Figaro. 
“We did the only thing we 
could do. But we face diffi- 
culties today. We must not 
bide them.” 

Mr. Peres said fee peace 
process so far had been “like 
passing your wedding night 
on a minefield,” but be re- 
mained optimistic about fee 
deal. 

“I have never in my life 
been a pessimist. Never,” be 
said. 

Asked if the accord grant- 
ing limited self-rule to fee 
Palestinians had been a poli- 
tical loss, Mr. Peres said: 

“In Israel, the people do 
not support us. They say, 
‘you make peace, you give up 
land, and we are always 
afraid. Show us what you 
have gamed.” 
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IMF 
shelves 
$55b plan 
to aid 
world 
economy 

WASHINGTON (R) — The 
International Monetary Fond 
(IMF) has shelved a con- 
troversial plan to pump some 
$55 bQ&on into the world 
economy after rich and poor 
nations were unable to agree 
on it, a key policymaker said 
Thursday. 

Philippe Maystadt, head of 
the IMF’s policy-making In- 
terim Committee, told repor- 
ters that the proposal would 
not be on the agenda at the 
food’s semi-annual meeting 
here next month. 

The $55 billion plan had 
been championed by IMF 
Managing Director Michel 
Camdessus as a way to help 
meet growing global de- 
mands for capital and had the 
backing of developing na- 
tions. 

Under the proposal, the 
IMF would have effectively 
created money out of thin air 
via an issue of Special Draw- 
ing Rights (SDRs),’ 

But rich industrial coun- 
tries. especially Germany, 
had opposed the plan, saying 
they saw no need for it. A 
compromise proposal, put 
forward by the United States 
and Britain, for a smaller, 
more-targeted SDR issue has 
also been shelved. 

With the SDR issue in 
abeyance, next month’s IMF 
meeting is expected to be 
dominated by recent turmoil 
in the currency markets and 
tile fall-out from the Mexico 
crisis. 

Saying that major nations 
were mmkely to strike a cur- 
rency pact to control the 
volatile markets, Mr. Mays- 
tadt suggested that the IMF 
could play a greater role in 
overseeing their foreign ex- 
change policies. 

“It doesn’t seem like (that) 
lrind..pf (currency) agree- 
ment?. is tfapCr&pptopnate 
solution at thdplesent brim,” 
Mr. Maystadtsald. “(So) yob 
need to find another way to 
improve cooperation be- 
tween major industrial na- 
tions. Maybe the fond and 
the managing director can 
help.’’ 

But he acknowledged that 
such a role was likely to be 
limited to at most that of an 
"honest broker”. 

Mr. Maystadt also sug- 
gested the IMF should con- 
sider borrowing from well-off 
developing nations like Sing- 
apore so it has enough cash to 
handle future Merico-style 
economic crises. 

"If you have a second 
Mexico-type crisis, the fond 
could deal with (it),” be said. 
“But if there is a third one, 
we will have a problem.” 


Poorest nations seen faring better this year I Israeli-Egyptian 


GENEVA (R) — The 
world’s poorest nations 
should enjoy slightly higher 
economic growth this year 
but its benefits will be offset 
by population rises, accord- 
ing to a United Nations re- 
port. 

The annual “Least De- 
veloped Countries Report”, 
from the U.N. Conference on 
Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD), predict gross 
.domestic product grown of 
2.3 per cent in the poorest 
economies, np from' an aver- 
age of less than 1.6 per cent 
during 1990-94. 

Population growth, howev- 
er, is estimated at just under 
three per cent, meaning that . 

Shares 
brighten 
as dollar 
creeps up 

LONDON (R) — A late 
comeback by the dollar 
coaxed stock markets into a 
late but sharp rally Friday as 
they struggled free from the 
burden of a strong mark, 
although gains appeared fra- 
gile. 

A perkier dollar tested a 
key level above 1.41 marks 
and clambered just above 89 
yen. The mark softened, de- 
nted by sales from investors 
seeking to talus profits. 

Bat dealers say the dollar 
remains within striking dis- 
tance of historically weak 
territory, after it set yet 
another record low below 88 
yen overnight in Tokyo. 

Wall Street slapped nearly 
one per cent ahead soon after ■ 
the session kicked off, setting 
the stage for late gains in 
Europe. Most European 
stock exchanges ended high- 
er. 

London's stock market — 
Europe's largest stormed 
above a key support level as 
Wall Street surged. 

German shares, whicb- 
havc shed about 10 per cent 
since the start of the month, 
reversed early losses to end 
modestly higher in after 
hours trading. 

Frankfort's exchange lost 
heavily Thursday as investors 
piled out, fearful a firm mark 
would dent corporate earn- 
ing- 

German authorities re- 
minded markets they re- 
mained sensitive to the im- 
pacts of a firm mark. 

Economics Minister Guen- 
ter Rexrodt warned that 
turbulent currencies and Ger- 
many’s recent high wage set- 
tlements threatened the 
country's economic recovery. 
“The recovery is still in a 
take-off phase, and fragile," 
he said in a speech. 

Meanwhile, Finance Minis- 
ter Theo Waigel emphasised 
Germany would continue to 
pursue exchange rate stabil- 
ity, and rejected complaints 
about the mark’s strength. 


per capital income rates will 
continue to decline for the 
580 million inhabitants of the 
48 countries designated by 
the U.N. as least developed 
countries (LDCs). 

The report says that econo- 
mic performances between 
tire LDCs vary considerably. 
About a quarter of them have 
registered notable increases 
in output during the first half 
of the 1990s, usually through 
expansion of agriculture, 
government commitment to 
development and interna- 
tional support 

Others — most notably 
Rwanda — have seen severe 

economic dislocation because 
of conflict, population dis- 


placements and breakdown 
of the system of |ovemment. 

A large majority of LDCs 
have been undertaking 

structural adjustment prog- 
rammes and policy reforms 
since the early 1980s to im- 
prove economic efficiency, 
promote private enterprise 
and liberalise external trade. 

But the UNCTAD report 
is generally critical of those 
programmes, mostly carried 
out with the support of the 
World Bank or International 
Monetary Fund, saying they 
have not succeeded m remov- 
ing structural constraints. 

“The LDCs have been ex- 
pected to implement policies 
not always designed to suit 


their conditions and to 
accomplish too much, too 
soon, and with too few re- 
sources,” the report com- 
ments. 

The report is also unenthu- 
siastic about die LDCs’ treat- 
ment under the Uruguay 
Round trade accord con- 
cluded last year and currently 
being ratified by govern- 
ments. 

It said that by the early 
1990s, tine LDCs’ share of 
world exports had fallen from 
0.6 per cent in 1980 to just 03 
per cent. The ratio of exports 
to gross domestic product fell 
from over 17 per cent to 14 
per cent over the same 
period. 


LDCs growing margina- 
lisation in world trade was 
largely due to the sluggish 
workl demand for primary 
commodities. Although 
1995’s higher predicted 
growth reflects stronger de- 
mand, the report warns that 
market sentiment could be 
quickly reversed. 

On top of that, UNCTAD 
said, LDCs may now suffer 
from the erosiou of their pre- 
ferential margins on key ex- 
ports to traditional major 
markets because of the 
generalised tariff reductions 
under the Uruguay Round 
accord which will end their 
competitive advantage. 


Italian appointed head of world trade body 


GENEVA (R) — Former 
Italian trade minister Renato 
Ruggiero was officially 
appointed first long-term 
director-general of the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO) 
Friday, officials said. 

The decision, taken by 
ambassadors from the 
WTO’s 128 present and 
pending members at a meet- 
ing of the general council, 
was a foregone conclusion 
after envoys on Thursday 
agreed to nominate him. 

An official statement 
agreed at the WTO meeting 
said: “The general council 
formally appoints Ruggiero 
who will take office on May 1 
and serve as director-general 
for a four-year term,” 

But several countries, in- 
ducting France and Switzer- 
land, took the floor to com- 
plain that a bad precedent 
had been set by the nine- 
month race, marked by re- 
gional divisions and damag- 


ing horsetrading, according 
to delegates at the dosed- 
door talks. 

The 64-year-old Ruggiero, 
who was the official candi- 
date of ti>e European Union 
for the WTO job, pledged 
Thursday he would work for 
global free trade and to en- 
sure fair treatment of de- 
veloping countries. 

He will replace Peter 
Sutherland of Ireland, who 
has beaded the organisation 
since its launch on Jan. 1 to 
replace the old General 
Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT). Mr. Suther- 
land has been GATT chief 
since July 1993. 

The council instructed the 
WTO budget committee to 
take measures immediately 
to create a new post — a 
fourth deputy director- 
general — under Mr. Rug- 
giero, so as to accommodate 
his defeated rival, South 
Korea’s ex-trade Minister 


Kim Chul-Su. 

This derision, also en- 
dorsed by WTO envoys 
Thursday, has caused major 
dissension among developing 
countries, particularly Afri- 
can states who have no repre- 
sentations at top level in the 
body and insist their status 
must be upgraded. 

The way was paved for Mr. 
Ruggiero's nomination after 
Washington, which had back- 
ed former Mexican president 
Carlos Salinas de Gortari un- 
til he polled out this month, 
swung over to the Italian's 
camp and persuaded Seoul to 
withdraw Mr. Kim. 

But the backstage deal 
angered many developing 
countries and was seen as 
damaging the credibility of 
tiie embryonic trade orga- 
nisation intended to symbol- 
ise a new era of cooperation. 

Switzerland’s trade ambas- 
sador William Rossicr, in a 


speech Friday, said his host 
country was very unhappy at 
tiie use of WTO's manage- 
ment s tructur es to satisfy re- 
gional problems, delegates 


France told delegates that 
it regretted that “cad seeds 
had been sown” in the final 
stages of the nine-month con- 
test. 

Mir. Ruggiero, who served 
as Italy’s foreign trade minis- 
ter from 1987 to 1991, laun- 
ched the programme for the 
liberalisation of his country’s 
foreign trade and capital 
movements. 

A lawyer and professional 
diplomat, he also served in 
various posts for tiie Euro- 
pean Commission in Brus- 
sels, including spokesman for 
then European Community 
president Roy Jenkins. 

He is currently executive 
vice chairman of the Interna- 
tional advisory board of Fiat 
SPA. 


Russian premier seeks tough 
policies, says economy still fragile 


MOSCOW (R) ~ Russia 
promised to crack down on 
spending and inflation Fri- 
day, but warned that an early 
turnaround in a vulnerable 
economy could not yet be 
guaranteed. 

"The Russian economy is 
starting to stabilise, but the 
positive changes are still very 
fragile, " Prime Minister Vik- 
tor Chernomyrdin told a 
meeting of regional and gov- 
ernment leaders in the ornate 
Marble Hall of the Kremlin. 

"This year can and must 
become the turning point in 
the economic crisis,” he 
added. 

Outlining government eco- 
nomic plans for the next 
three years, Mr. Chernomy- 
rdin said Russia could not 
increase spending without en- 
suring that money was avail- 
able to fund new projects. 

Fighting in breakaway 
Chechenya had not yet bust a 
tight 1995 budget, but a 
peaceful settlement there was 
an essential precondition for 


continued economic reform, 
he said. 

"There are grounds for 
concern about spending on 
Chechenya and... we need a 
peaceful settlement for re- 
forms to continue, but. the. 
economic price of the conflict 
does oft' yet reach " beyond 
the framework of the (1995) 
budget,” he said. 

Russia sent tanks and 
troops into the Caucasus re- 
gion on Dec. 11 and 
thousands of people have 
died in the expensive military 
campaign. Many Chechen 
cities have been reduced to 
rubble and the infrastructure 
has been destroyed. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin said the 
fate of Russia’s economic re- 
forms depended to a large 
extent on the country's ability 
to keep monetary policies 
tight. “We should not relax 
policy throughout the whole 
year," he said. 

“It is difficult now, and will 
be even more difficult when 
seasonal factors take effect in 


the second half. But if we let 
the presses start printing 
money again and hope things 
will sort themselves out after 
that, we can forget about 
economic reform," he added. 

The government program- 
me says the economy mil 
start to grow next year, 
monthly inflation mil fall to 
one or two per cent in the 
second half and foreign in- 
vestment will begin to rise. 

Inflation was a monthly 11 
per cent in February. The 
government aims to cut the 
year-on-year rate to 15 or 20 
per cent by 1996 and 1997 
from about 200 per cent in 
1994. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin said 
Russia intended to bring the 
budget deficit down to five 
per cent of gross domestic 
product (GDP) in 1996 and 
three per cent in 1997. 

A tough budget was a pre- 
condition for a big standby 
loan from the International 
Monetary Fund and 1995 
spending plans envisage a 


shortfall of seven or eight per 
cent of GDP. 

But Mr. Chernomyrdin 
said Russia would not spend 
money it did not have. 
“There mil be tough require- 
ments, for .the use of budget 
money allocated for special 
purposes,” he said. 

“If there is no additional 
income you will have to 
forget about additional ex- 
penses," he added. 

Reforms launched in 1992 
have shifted Russia's eco- 
nomy from the rigid central 
planning and unrealistic pro- 
duction targets of Soviet days 
to a freer, more flexible sys- 
tem modelled on the market 
economies of the West. 

In the past, factory mana- 
gers overreported output to 
show they had fulfilled the 
plan. Now they hide produc- 
tion to avoid taxes, distorting 
already unreliable data ana 
making it hard to judjge the 
size of Russia’s long indust- 
rial decline. 




( we've i 
r ALL MACS 
OUR. LITTLE > 
' DREAMS- 
MINE WAS TO 
HAVE A PUB , 
OF MY OWN 





"In the first 18 years of my life, I gained 
165 pounds. In the second 18 years 
of my life I only gained 75 pounds!” 



Mistt'n’Jeff 



NOW <50 TO YOUR ROOM 
AND THINK THINGS 
OVER/ 




I DECIDED I HAD 
BETTER LIVE My 
OWN LIFE AS BEST 
I CAN AND SEE 
WHAT DEVELOPS/ 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

■X by Hanrl Arnold and Mika Arghrlon ■ 


unscramble These tour Jumbles, 
one loner to each square, to lorn 
lour ordinary words. 



Now arrange The circled toners Id 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer; 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday's I JumbleK MAK ER SINGE SHEKEL MOBILE 
I Answer. What the clam digger considered his work — 

A SHELL GAME 


trade increases since 
peace progress 

DAIRO (R) — Trade be- quired import licences for 
ween Egypt and Israel has Egyptian products and 


CAIRO (R) — Trade be- 
tween Egypt and Israel has 
suddenly taken off and Israeli 
imports of Egyptian goods 


wiu probably double this 
year, the man in charge of 
Israel's stand at the Cairo 
International Fair said Fri- 
day. 

Shaul Sasson, an official of 
the Israeli ministry of trade 
and indnstry, told Renters 
the self-rale agreement be- 
tween Israel ana the Palesti- 
nians in 1993 was the water- 
shed after years of stagnation 
at a volume of around S10 
million a year. 

Mir. Sasson was speaking as 
hundreds of curious Egyp- 
tians queued to enter Israel’s 
stand, the first at the Cairo 
fair since an embassy attache 
was shot dead nearby 10 
years ago. 

Some 30 Israeli companies 
and institutions are taking 
part, exhibiting electronics, 
jewellery, cosmetics, compu- 
ter products and medical and 
agricultural equipment. 

Mr. Sasson denied Israel 
stayed away for the past de- 
caffe because the Egyptian 
authorities objected to their 
presence. “Nobody in Israel 
wanted to come here. Trade 
relations were very cofd. But 
after the Oslo agreement you 
can see a big jump,” he said. 

The volume of non-oil 
trade, with the balance slight- 
ly in favour of Egypt, was 
£20.5 million in allof 1993, 
$13 million in the first half of 
1994 and $30.9 million in the 
second half. 

“fin sure the figures for 
imports (of Egyptian goods) 
will be double this year be- - 
cause of the peace process. 
The other reason is that die 
Egyptians did many 
bureaucratic things to restrict 
exports, and Israel did the 
same in response,” be said. 

Until last year, Israel re- 


Egyptian products and 
tended not to grant them if 
the products would compete 
with Israeli-made goods. , 
Now they treat Egyptian 
goods the same as they treat, 
say, Turkish or Japanese 
goods. 

“When peace broke out, I 
think the Egyptians began to 
understand that they might 
miss something and be left 
behind- They haven't lifted 
all the restrictions yet but the 
general approach is very posi- 
tive,” Mr. Sasson said. 

The tTade official said 
Israel’s strategy for the Arab 
World was to use trade as a 
bridge to build political confi- 
dence. 

“One Arab fear has been 
that Israel wants to dominate 
them by economic colonial- 
ism. We are aware of this and 
don’t want to be seen as 
dourinators, though we are 
the strongest economy. In- 
stead we see trade in a poli- 
tical way and we want both 
sides to see that peace is 
fruitful for both," he added. 

HDIel Hodak, exhibiting at 
the fair for ESC computers of 
Ramat-Gan, said his visit had 
largely achieved its targets. 

“We came to check out the 
market, to see if business is 
possible and find a potential 
distributor,” be said. 

"We haVe found a lot of 
leads and now we jnst have to 
make it operative. I feel that 
they (Egyptian businessmen) 
are interested in us. We’re 
talking business,” he added. 

Egyptian opposition 
groups had planned demon- 
strations agamst Israel’s pre- 
sence at the fair Friday but 
police at the gates said no one 
had tried to assemble. . ’ 

The leftist Arab Ndsserite 
Democratic Party said Thurs- 
day police detained 13 of its 
members. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR SATURDAY MARCH 25, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll (Tighter Foundation | 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Study your financial status and make 
plans to have more security in the future. Find a better way to be 
more productive at work today. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You want to have more abundance 
in the future, but make sure your plans arc practical. Be sure to relax 
at home tonight with loved ones. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Don’t do anything at this time that 
could jeopardise your fine reputation. Sidestep one who is de- 
trimental to your progress in a project dial is unportnat to you. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) You are tempted to be too 
extravagant now, so take the right steps to control the situation 
immediately. Gear op whatever is in error and settle down this 
evening. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Contact a most successful peribn who 
can give yon good ideas now. Avoid the social scene tonight and 
concentrate on business affairs which must be completed. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Forget those ideas of 
expansion right now and take care of the problems at hand today. 
Take pains to handle routine tasks in an effective manner and then 


go on and solve more pressing problems. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Make sure to cany through 
with promises you’ve made. Keep busy at tasks that could bring you 
increased income and prosperity. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Applying yourself with , 
more vigour today could result in added income. Don’t neglect to I 
pay a bill which has come due. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Use your ability to 
solve a difficult problem. You have excellent judgement now and 
can easily gain the aims you desire. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Strive to be more 
efficient at work today and have more rapport with fellow associates. 
Be more serious and get good results for your efforts. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Study whatever has been 
puzzling you in the pvt and come up with the right answers today. 
Your hunches are accurate now for any decision yon must make. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Be sure not to invest more th™ 
you can afford, or you’re sure to regret it later. Take modern 
treatment to improve your health and well-being. 

Births tone of March: Aquamarine — Jasper 


THE Daily Crossword ayMya «««« 


S Cod tx May 
9 Capiwair 
14 AuseuiuituB 


fing 


maneuver 
16 Wireless 
17 -read.- eg 
»a "Head my 


19 AUttor Jong 

20 Bake ha sauce 

72 Add weight 
23 A Chiton pleas 
secretary 

25 Com unn 

26 SMpmgrWte™ 

27 Smalboy 
30 Cob tod pen 
33 Paste 

35 W 0 M /3 

W PGA Seruor lour 


39 Superior 

40 Cnees ondmg 

41 FarrWy cvcle 
mem tor 

42 Gran* loner 

43 Cnoow 

44 Biyrmer 

45 Baseball Hafrcf- 
Fanwi 

51 Get. atd style 

55 Perfumes 

56 Say humor 
VtNewYwk 

o lev on 

Sfl Greek World 
Wet il tteiuance 
force 

59 Traitorous 

SO F«Wg»«oru 

61 Idem 
67 Johnstown's 
disaster 

63 PoUrasplorer 

64 River o! Hades 

DOWN 
f Behai 

2 F-nlum 

3 Levin TV stfoom 

4 Decay 

5 Hoedown 

director 


pill mmmm 1 555b 

mmmm «■■■ wmmm 


■•iinSSbii 


dddd 


"■.yT'^nmaeSwwe K.tw 
ft nsm tiunnd 


Puzzle solved: 


6 Sert-endeiU 
truth 

7 Enetgohc 

a They loop via 
Loop 
Sr Furrow 
10 Dew 

1 f Mine entrance 

12 Ptofkngrocioni 

13 Lamentation 

21 Strap (or Fido 

22 VquAg chicken 

34 Awwlrtotaaton 
77 Genuine 

26 Guinness 
ZSNat. 

30 Bla’s specially 
91 Word lo Oabttn 

32 Japanese 
abongmol 

33 Hasp 
3* Fata 

35 NnKSequrtty 

37 Drive forward 

36 Habtiuaia 
43 Unseated 


ujfcfd OQQUU QOUU 
aoga QmjaQ aaao 
uQonauuGQuaQaaa 
ounaa 

QQQQQDQ aQDD 

QBaUQOa 

none anaan obu 

anaaErnncinnnritmfj 
uaa aooBD doou 
OOHUBGa DOB 

uOQQQ LJLJQLJ QUU 
□□□□□ntiiDripjBaana 
QDBD ULUJULl DHHO, 
tBDDB HOBHEl DDOH 


44 Gave assent to 

46 Pull ot tears 

47 Cftomcai 
compound 

46 BoManext 
49 Sordid 


SC Engirt corny 

51 TaKaofl 

52 Inland sea 
63 Venus do — 
S4 Average 

57 AB-rth 
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■* A review 

*i>j< .’w"' of economic news 

, s,* frozn the Arabic press 

■ ■ -:<:> ' '' V*|_ .N - . I. .. ■ ■■»■■■ 

a -C-. » " i ~ _ 

*■£??£ Fanek : Yen 
Zr^Stoansare 
most 

‘*'-':£ : ^expeiisive 

: * ECONOMIC 

, N g ■■' ^ ^-^^NALYST Fahd Fanek says 

r “ fapan gave Jordan soft loans 

„ . « one-per-cent interest, but 

!; r ' [ * : jracticaliy the loans are cost- 

~ ■ - ■■ ier than any other credit due 

" t v * r -- - -v. . d the appreciation of the yen 
r ' • . v • weT die past few weeks. Not- 

. r. . . ; < n g that Jordan's dollar loans 
r _Iv* “iave been written off and 

-it? :7.\' 'hat the rest of the loans are 
4. .,. ; ; -.mostly denominated in yen, 

• ■*>; ..'.‘■■nark, pound sterling or 

, ,’ T; ■ : ■ : 'Frencb franc. Dr, Fanek said 

H::'*. ^Jordan’s debts at the end of 

* f i.: f - ;^T' ^ -this year will be higher due to 
rr.^ - . ."'‘ the rise in the value of these 

currencies . He affirmed that 
Vi ; ^ -even if repayments or resche- 

i;’ ' .J doling of debts were to take 

r : ^place, the exchange rates, 

! " V •>. especially for the yen, will 
... _ < enlarge Jordan’s indebted- 

Jr, j-. ness. He explained that the 

" " r ..‘.‘ : * : '-y en appreciated by 10 per 
*. ■ . J; *" -cent against the dinar and, as 
' ” ---. such, Japan was taking 11 per 
■ ' - 'cent instead of the actual one 

*!”f vper cent interest. Conse- 

- r quendy, he said, had all our 

--.loans been in dollars, it 
i ~ : ' n ; would have been more meiri- 

a - r ■*• ful than having them in yen at 

.. low interest. Dr. Fanek said 
* K : prices of imports from 

I\-c Europe and Japan will be 

'higher, due to the rise in 
. exchange rates of currencies, 
1 and that would lead to infla- 

-nonary pressure in Jordan. 

The analyst said the national 

income grew by 5.5 per cent 
4% DIP and the gross domestic pro- 

“ *- duct register^l a 5.7 per cent 

Mix. ' v . rise last year. Exports and 
' “ “ .eexports, he added, in- 
/ creased by 16 per cent in 15)94 
while imports dropped for 
.. .. the first time by 3.7 per cent 

• • < ■ • (A1 Ra’i and A1 Aswaq). 

THE FRENCH hotel 

. . ■“ group Accor intends to invest 

$55 million in Jordan over the 
^ . next four years. The invest- 
raent will be channelled to 
build five-star and four-star 

s ~ hotels, providing 1,500 

; rooms, in Amman, Aqaba, 
‘ r 'Petra and the Dead Sea area. 
[A1 Ra’i-f A1 Aswaq) 


THE CONSUMER Pro- 
tection Society appealed to 
' die prime minister to recon- 
sider a government decision 
to exempt 50 per cent of the 
. rustoms on the paper used by 
the press. The society 
appealed to the premier to 
ixempt all the paper from 
customs to enable newspaper 
veather the international 
nice rise of paper and shelve 
; Mans to increase the price of 
lewspaper (AJ Dus tour). 

;>* INTERBANK RATES 
»ased to a 5.5 to 6.5 per cent 
■ange from 6.0 to 6.5 with 
unds available as the Central 
3ank reduced compulsory di- 
lar reserve requirements by 
^ tne per cent, dealers said. 
The central bank's move to 
educe the compulsory dinar 
eserve requirement from 15 
ja 14 per cent of deposits 
''nade more funds available 
-nd put pressure on the over- 
ight rates,” said Firas 
/fasadeh, a dealer at the 
trab Banking Corporation, 
lealers say funds were also 
vailable from maturing cer- 
ficate of deposit bills that 
ome banks have not re- 
ewed. High liquidity in the 
s /stem sent rates down last 
l/ednesday from an 8.0 to 
.5 per cent range at the start 
f that week. Central bank 
irtificate of deposit yields of 
0 to 8.5 highs last week are 

S 3W well above rates in the 
terbank market. 

\1 Aswaq) 

☆ THE JORDAN Indust- 
al Resources Company 
gned five export agree- 
ents, from mid-December 
4 until March ’95, for a $4.3 
T fllion. The exports are fat 
ids, glycerine and carton 
>xes. The company is cur- 
b ntly negotiating with other 
! reign parties to export ab- 
it $5 million of products. 

I d Aswaq+ Reuter) 

$ STATISTICS SHOW 
at out of 12,000 private 
d us tries in Jordan, 87 per 
” ■nt are small industries em- 
°ying less than five work- 
Those employing twenty 
prkers and above are about 
‘■5 industries (A1 Aswaq). 
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Price index dips below psychological point at AFM 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 


AMMAN — Stocks at the 
Amman stock market took 
another beating this week 
and the official price index 
dipped to hs lowest since 
1993 against a continuing 
crunch on liquidity as specu- 
lators moved capital away 
from the bourse to more 
lucrative short-term commer- 
cial bank deposits, dealers 
said. 

Also contributing to the 
rim on capital was the release 


of primary stocks by com- 
panies seeking to raise capit- 
al, said the dealers. 

The weekly Amman Finan- 
cial Market (AFM) showed 
turnover during the week en- 
ding Thursday rose to JD 5.6 
million, up 14 per cent from 
the previous week’s JD4.9 

milli on. 

The official AFM index 
dosed for the week at 139.1 
points after losing 1.3 points 
or 0.9 per cent from the 


week’s opening of 140.4 
points, the first such dip since 
July 1993. 

Industrials shed 1.4 points 
or 1.2 per cent daring -the 
week, commercial banks and 
financial institntions 0,9 
points or 0.6 per cent, the 
service sector lost 3.3 points 
or 2.5 per cent, and i n surance 
shares dipped by 1.4 points or 
1.2 per cent. 

Industrials topped weekly 
trading with a volume of 
JD 2.42 mini on. The services 
sector and commercial banks 
came behind with JD 1.52 
million and JD 1.51 million 


and insurance stock with 
JD 160,000 ($232,000). 

The AFM report said 2.2 
million shares changed hands 
during the week. Stocks of 77 
companies from among tile 
120 listed in the market were 
traded during the week. As 
trading dosed, 15 of them 
showed gains, 53 lost and 
nine remained stable during 
the week. 

AFM dealers said the run 
on capital in the market was 
continuing as commercial 
banks maintained offers of 
yields up to 9 5 per amt for 
short-term deposits after 


JUVLMJVM FINANCXAL MARKET 
HOUSING BANK CENTER AMMAN - SHHEXSANI 
TELEPHONE: £60170 / 661170 

ORGANIZED MARKET TRADING ACTIVITY POR TEE PERIOD (18/03/1995 - 32/03/1995) 
. WEEKLY REPORT 


three-month and six-month 
certificates of deposits issued 
by the Central Bank hiked 
interest rates in the past 
several weeks. 

Furthermore, said the 
dealers who cannot be identi- 
fied by name under standing 
market instructions, fresh 
issues by commercial banks 
under central bank orders to 
raise their capital and com- 
panies seeking capital for ex- 
pansion were drawing funds 
away from the AFM floor. 

According broker^prtm- 
ary issues worth JD TOO mil- 


IBl 


Bon are expected to be in the 
offing before end of 19%. 
This includes up to JD 250 
million sought by commercial 
banks whidb have a Dec. 31, 
19% deadline to raise their 
capital to JD 20 million. 

“The market is in a severe 
crisis of liquidity,” said a 
dealer. “Unless the interest 
rates go down : — which seems 
unlikely — or institutions 
turn to serious trading to 
prop up their equity, it is 
difficult to expect prices to 
recover in the short term.” 

The market needs fresh 


COMPANY’S NAME 


ARAB BANK PIC 
JORDAN NATIONAL BANK 
JORDAN NATIONAL BANK / NEW 
MIDDLE EAST INVESTMENT BANK. 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BANK 
THE BOUSING BANK 
JORDAN KUWAIT BANK 
JORDAN GULP BANK 
ARAB JORDAN INVESTMENT BANK 
JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 
BUSINESS BANK 

JORDAN INVESTMENT A FINANCE BANK 
BEIT ELMAL SAVINGS INVESTMENT POR BOOSING 
AMMAN BANK FOR INVESTMENT 
PHILADELPHIA I NV E S TM E NT BANK. 

BANKS SECTOR 


TRADING PREV. OPENING CLOSING 

VOLUME CLOSING PRICE PRICE 

JD PRICE 


367,742 

188.000 

188.000 

186.850 

111,450 

4.420 

4.420 

4.350 

35,375 

4.250 

4.250 

4.260 

19,599 

1.400 

1.400 

1.400 

1,046 

2.720 

2.720 

2.640 

120,807 

6.020 

6.020 

6.020 

206,304 

2.920 

2.920 

2.900 

52,576 

1.220 

1.220 

1.210 

7,000 

3.520 

3.520 

3.500 

127,413 

3.760 

3.760 

3.760 

81,815 

3.220 

3.220 

3.300 

23,246 

3.780 

3.780 

3.650 

10,981 

3.050 

3.050 

3.000 

327,457 

1.080 

1.080 

1.070. 

18,605 

1.250 

1.250 

1.230 


1511947 

CHANGE 


INDEX NUMBER! 157.67 
I -0.58* 


JORDAH INSURANCE 

6,500 

3.400 

3.400 

3.250 

ARABIAN SEAS INSURANCE 

3,290 

1.950 

1.950 

2.850 

JERUSALEM INSURANCE 

840 

4.100 

4.100 

4.160 

JORDAN FRENCH INSURANCE 

138^782 

2. 450 

2.450 

2.540 

YARMOUK INSURANCE 6 REINSURANCE 

3,100 

3.100 

3.100 

3.100 

BOLT LAND INSURANCE 

2,725 

2.550 

2.550 

2.600 

ARAB LIFE 6 ACCIDENT INSURANCE 

1,300 

2.600 

2.600 

2.600 


JORDAN PETROLEUM RBFXNARY 

THE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL S AGRICULTURAL 

THE JORDAN WORSTED HILLS 

ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 

JORDAN CERAMIC INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN DAIRY 

THE JORDAN PIPES MANUFACTURING 
JORDAN PAPER 6 CARDBOARD FACTORIES 
THE PUBLIC MINING 
SPINNING 6 WEAVING 
BAFIA INDUSTRIES 

OAR AX, DAKA DEVELOPMENT fi INVESTMENT 

ARAB XNVESntENT 6 IBERNAXXONAL TRADE 

ARAB ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 

LIVESTOCK 6 POULTRY 

ARAB PAPER CONVERTING 6 TRADING 

RATIONAL S T E EL INDUSTRY 

INTERMEDIATE PETRO -CHEMICAL INDUSTR I ES 

JORDAN ROCKWOOL INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN INDUSTRIES fc HATCH/JXMCO 

MAXIORAL CABLE A WIRE MANUFACTURING 

JORDAN SULPHO— CHEMICALS 

ARAB CENTER FOR PHARM. 6 CHEMICALS 

KAWTHBR INVESTMENT 

UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES CO. 

INDUSTRIAL SECTOR 


GRAND TOTAL 


21,964 

9.350 

*9.350 

9.230 

9,109 

3.500 

3.580 

3.470 

180,402 

7.420 

7.420 

7.400 

287,392 

4.110 

4.110 

4.030 

22,410 

6.000 

6.000 

5.890 

4,661 

2.100 

2.100 

2.110 

25,107 

2.700 

2.700 

2.680 

12,000 

4.000 

4.000 

4.000 

2,324 

2.850 

2.850 

2.920 

18,215 

2.530 

2.530 

2.500 

155,800 

2.750 

2.750 

2.730 

209,765 

7. BOO 

7.8 00 

7. 480 

25,714 

0.870 

0.870 

0.850 

429,516 

6.400 

6.400 

6.350 

98,826 

0.66D 

0.660 

0.620 

47,784 

1.390 

1.390 

1.390 

13,503 

3.450 

3.450 

3.400 

13,560 

2.040 

2.040 

2.000 

15,805 

1.060 

1.060 

1.100 

12, 0B6 

0.670 

0.670 

0.640 

2,700 

4.550 

4.550 

4.550 

15,029 

1.500 

1.500 

1.320 

34,966 

2.340 

2.340 

2.100 

1,045 

1.650 

1.650 

1.550 

227, 7B6 

4.040 

4.040 

3.530 

76,134 

1.950 

, 1.950 

1.9B0 


2196103 

INDEX NUMBER! 118.38 

. 

CHANGE 

1 - 

■1.18* 


5041069 INDEX NUMBER! 139.32 


INSURANCE 


SECTOR 


156536 INDEX NUMBER! 134.73 
CHANGE t -1.25* 


PARALLEL MARKET TRADING ACTIVITY FOR TEE PERIOD (18/03/1995 - 22/03/1995) 

WEEKLY REPORT 


JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 
JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER /MEW 
JORDAN HOTEL S TOURISM 
JORDAN HIKER MINERAL 
ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS 
ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS /NEW 
JORDAN NATIONAL SHIPPING LINES 
RATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 
REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 
JORDAN INTERNATIONAL TRADING CE NT ER 
JORDAN PRESS FOUNDATION / AXAA’I 
UNITED MIDDLE EAST 6 COMMODORE -HOTELS 
ARAB INTER. FOR INVESTMENT 6 EDUCATION 
I JORDANIAN EXPATRIATES INVESTMENT HOLDING 


49,932 
52,137 
416,825 
1,400 
321,473 
41,001 
78,209 
9,478 
3,136 
5,538 
• 80,170 
"'61, '858" 
43,524 
11,648 


SERVICES 


SECTOR 


1.530 

1.480 

6.900 

2.900 
5.000 
4.700 
3.130 
2.050 
1.100 
0.880 

11.750 
' 2.320 

3.480 
1.380 

1176483 

CHANGE 


1.S30 

1.480 

6.900 

2.900 
5.000 
4.700 
3.130 
2.050 
1.100 
0.880 

11.750 

•25320 

3.480 
1.380 


1.570 

1.490 

6.850 
2.800 
5.090 

4.850 
2.940 
1.920 
1.120 
0.910 

10.400 

2.290 

3.350 

1.380 


INDEX HUMBER! 127.35 
l -2.53* 


JORDAN TOBACCO 6 CIGARETTES 
ATTAHQEEF CONST. MATERIAL MANUFACTURING 
THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 
THE ARAB POTASH /MEM 


7,440 28.000 28.000 25.900 

1,526 1.100 1.100 1.060 

198,549 2.960 2.960 2.990 

24,908 4.900 4.900 4.500 


COMPANY'S NAME 


CENTRAL GENERAL TRADING 6 STORAGE 

JORDAN TRADE FACILITIES 

XARXA PRIVATE UNIVERSITY 

UNIFIED CO. FOR ORGANIZING LAND TRANS. 

ARAB FIR XNV.CO 

ARAB FOOD 6 MEDICAL APPLIANCES 

RATIONAL CHLORINE INDUSTRIES CO. LTD 

NATIONAL TEXTILE 6 PLASTICS XHD. CO 

JORDAN HEW CABLE COMPANY 

EL- RAX READY WEAR MANUFACTURING CO. 

INTERNATIONAL TOBACCO 6 CIGARETTES 

UNIVERSAL METALS 

JORDAN STEEL 

ARAB ELECTRIC INDUSTRIES 


TRADING PREV. OPENING CLOSING 

VOLUME CLOSING PRICE PRICE 

JD PRICE 


GRAND TOTAL 


28, 

802 

0.890 

0.890 

0.880 

33, 

777 

0.750 

0.750 

0.740 

42, 

827 

1.390 

1.390 

1.400 

96, 

220 

2.010 

2.010 

1.950 

141, 

083 

0.910 

0.910 

*•0.890 

6. 

227 

1.030 

1.030 

*”1.000 

19, 

835 

1.500 

1.500 

1.470 

15, 

273 

1.070 

1.070 

1.040 

72, 

153 

( 1.580 

1.580 

1.550 

Hi 

423 

*2.250 

2.250 

2.190 

61, 

•07 

1.520 

1.520 

1.490 


607 

1.670 

1.670 

1.590 

22. 

.579 

0.960 

0.960 

0.930 

10, 

.615 

0.840 

0.840 

0.860 

562900 


Financial 

Markets 

B«th n u MUrtati 


Jordan, Trines 

- 't/ 

hi co-«MMtion with 

Cairo Amman Bank 


JORDAN MIA 


Mcltf 

USD/Oz 

GoU 

3J3.M 


CanCrsI link of JorMart Eacfeanga 

Ciftoicy 

UJ. Drtbr ' ' 

Sterling Pound 
Dtobcfec Mark 
Franc 

Frach Franc 

Japnats* Yen" 

Dnldi Goflilcr 
Stfcdtati KnH» 

Urfan Ura" 

Ddglu Franc 


Currency 
Bahraini Dinar 
Lebanese Lira" 
Sand! Rlyal 
KnnraUi Dinar 
Qatar! Rlyal 
Egyptian Pamd 
Omani Riyal 
UAE Dlrte.ro 
Crtrlt Drachma a 
Cjprtfll Pound 


«*«■! 23/3/ 1945 
USDioi I JD/Gm 


Oat*: 23/3/1995 
I Wife? 


FOR RENT 

Many apartments and vfflas 
furnished and unfurnished. 
We also have many fistings of 
villas, flats, and buBc&ng lots 


. A SECURE . 

Hotel 

Sweiflyefi 

••far*! 50 


23/3/1995 


Bid 

Offer 

l.tlOO 

1.5720 

0.041750 

0.042810 

0.U3I 

0.704/ 

2.3000 

2.3500 

o.itrt 

0.1591 

‘O‘.r«50 

0.2055 

I.7790 

f .7910 . 

o.istt 

0.1575 

0.2695 

0.3785 

1.4*4 5 

1.5525 


Commercial and 
— residential. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
TeL 810605/810609 
810520 
Fax: 010520 


DOLLAR 

RENTA CAR 


Your First Choice 
in Car Rental 


^^H*lat.O.TEL 

^SECURITY 

HOSPITALITY 

^GASTRONOMY 

All Suites Hotel 

FLAT O. TEL 
A L-Sa!) 4— jih-IiH AaaYI 

! JjA (jjjuuai AjSjLtfl 

863944 - 816690 


■yz 

FOR RENT 


^ Cafe' 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE’ 

Sweifiyeh 


STUDIO HAIG 

Profes si onal Quality in 
1 Hour Service. 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get- 

• JUMBO photo 
dCm 30% larger 


• Proo ealar«e> 
moot 20 x 30 cm 


Bank. Phone: 60404 
Swefieb tel: 823891 



Skmeisam 

m 693399 



RENTA 


RENTA 

RELIABLE CAR 

AT A 

RELIABLE PRICE 

TEL: 6 / 819676 
FAX: 6 / 819676 
ABDOUN 

WE HAVE NO OTHER BRANCHES 


SZEEHWAN BARRENS 
MINES RESTAURANT 

Typical ChtaMHM Food* 


f UBRj^r] 

Tmkm mwmr H mvmBablm 

Shat AMrat) .Sfragf 
Um UMM Ca nmmU/ Orta 

TeL: 161174 

4 fentt1«tt4 AMpUicd. 


money, said the broker. “In- 
vestors are expecting some of 
the dozens of foreign firms 
which have been authorise^ 
to enter the market to take a 
closer interest in buying, now 
dial the prices have gone 
down," said the broker. 

The 140-point mark in 
the AFM index is widely seen 
as a psychological point for 
most investors. At the same 
time, it is also seen as the 
point were foreign firms 
come in for holdings with 
hopes that prices could only 
go up. 

Coffee 
prices drop 

LONDON (R) — Brazil's 
apparent failure to unite its 
own powers and exporters 
on coffee policy has sparked 
a drop of more than five per 
cent m world prices, traders 
said. 

This also threatens to 
undermine producer efforts 
to stabilise the market, they 
said. 

London robusta coffee fu- 
tures fell to S3 ,000 per tonne 
on Friday compared With 
$3,170 on Wednesday. 

Traders said differences 
within the coffee industry in 
Brazil, the biggest exporter, 
unnerved the market and 
triggered a technical sell-off. 
“It was tiie detonator that set 
off the bomb,” one analyst 
said. 

At issue is whether Brazil 
should adopt export quotas if 
weak prices require that na- 
tion, with others in the Asso- 
ciation of Coffee Producing 
Countries, to implement an 
agreement to curb world 
supply. 

On Thursday, growers dis- 
agreed with the idea of ex- 
port quotas only a day after 
exporters said they backed 
them. 


=WlLLA^= 

D’ANGELO 




AUTHENTIC 
ITALIAN RESTAURANT 
Jabal Amman 
Tel 638212 

Air-conditioned Lounge 
and Outside Terrace 




-^FHENCH 

jj 


680A/4 


MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking. 
Best Service. 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. near Baytuna 
HouGing Estate 

Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - 11:30 p.m. 

* Tel.: 861838 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on the London Foreign Exchange and 
bullion markets Friday. 


jon's SALON 


IpDuraclean 

"Ffower Fresh“ cleaning 
for homes and businesses 






U.S. $1.00 costs 1.4038/48 
1.4062/72 
1.5754/64 
1.1644/54 
28.99/03 
5.9645/95 
1735.0/0.0 
88.50/60 
7.3025/25 
6.2630/80 
5.6019/69 

One sterling $1.5974/84 
One ounce of gold $383.20/383.60 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 



Engtis h 

Speaking 

Staff 


' Tfatouront Tapas 

Open - Daily, 

|^j| CARPET CLEANING fwtl 

FURNITURE CLEANING UOL’M, ' 

TEL 836692 


B 


Haute Cuisine Italo-Med 

THE BUST FOOD INGREDIENTS IN THE W<M3> 
THE MOST FASHIONABLE RESTAURANT M AMMAN 

Big Claims Real Stories I 


5ig Claims Real Stories I 

LOVEiySAffDt GUITAR + PIANO 

JD 10.00 (++) Tel: 863944 


Unique gold & gems jewelry. 






Sports 


Anand a threat to Kasparov 
for world chess title 


LAS PALMAS, Canary Is- 
lands (AP) — India, where 
chess originated about 1,500 
years ago, has never bad a 
contender for the World 
Championship. Until now. 

Vi$wanthan Anand of In- 
dia, the 25-year-old who de- 
feated 20-year-old American 

Gata Kamsky Wednesday to 
win the Professional Chess 
Association candidates final 
series, is a dear threat to 
defeat PCA world cham- 
pionship Garry Kasparov. 

The two arc to play in 
September in Cologne, Ger- 
many, for the world tide. 

British grandmaster Nigel 
Short, who was destroyed by 
Kasparov in the PCA 1993 
World Championship match, 
rates Kasparov a 60-40 favo- 
rite. Likewise for British 
gr andm aster Michael Stean 
and Dutch grandmaster Gert 
Ugterink. 

Those odds are still pretty 
good against the al most- 
unbeatable Kasparov. 

“If yon look at Kam sky’s 
results and at the very strong 
players he's beaten and then 
at this match, Anand came 
out one dass stronger. He 
will be a formidable oppo- 
nent. Kasparov will have to 
play to Us foil strength and 
even then the outcome is not 
dear," Stean said. 

Anand defatted Kamsky 
6.5-4.5, winning Wednes- 
day’s 11th game on the 50th 


«■%/ L 

1 f 

CHESS' 
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IPI&- '•» 1 
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V bwiMtka a— 4 pt) fa by Canaries 
won the PCA final series (AFP photo) 


tourism president after he 


move to clinch victory when 
Kamsky resigned. The win 
was sweet for Anand, who 
lost to Kamsky last year in a 
qualifying match for the rival 
FIDE title. 

World chess is split into 
two bodies, tbe PCA and its 
older rival, tbe World Chess 
Federation, which e known 
by the Fre nch-language 
acronym FIDE. 

Anand has a reputation as 
a tactical ge n ius who delights 
in unfathomable complica- 


tions. He is also one of tbe 
fastest moving players in top- 
level chess, often taking less 
than an boor to finish his 
moves. 

An easy going person who 
smiles often and readily and 
malms himself available for 
interviews, Anand on Thurs- 
day was more reserved when 
asked about his chances 


Kamsky, meanwhile, is not 
oat of the picture. Kamsky is 
scheduled to face Anatoly 
Karpov later this year for the 
FIDE world title. A victory 
there would make him the 
world’s youngest-ever world 
champion. 


A win against Karpov — a 
reasonable possibility — 
would also put him in a 
“reunification'’ match that 
has been agreed on in princi- 
ple by FIDE and PCA for 
1996. 


“I haven’t had a chance to 
drink about it — maybe in a 
week,” Anand said. 


Cantona free on bail as fan 
pleads ‘not guilty’ 


CROYDON, England (R) — 
A soccer fan assaulted by 
Manchester United's French 
star Eric Cantona during a 
match in January pleaded not 
gprifty ou Friday to using abu- 
sive behavioar during the fra- 
cas. 

Matthew Simmons, a 20- 
year-old window fitter from 
South London, appeared in 
court in Croydon a day after 
Cantona was sentenced to 
two weeks in jail for assault. 

Simmons was granted un- 
conditional bail. .He will 
appear again in court on May 
23 for a trial before magis- 
trates on two counts of using 


abusive words and behaviour 
during United’s January 25 
Premier League match 
against Crystal Palace at their 
ground in Croydon. 

Simmon's bearing, which is 
expected to take three days, 
win take place at the same 
time and in the same building 
as that of Cantona’s team- 
mate Paul Incc, who will be 
tried on a common assault 
charge arising from tbe same 
game. 

As he left court, Simmons 
was knocked to the ground 
by cameramen and journal- 
ists who have besieged the 
courthbouse for two days. 


Simmons has already had to 
change his address after 
threats by Manchester Un- 
ited fans. 

Cantona, who had pleaded 
guilty to common assault, 
was freed on bail on Thurs- 
day pending an appeal 
against a sentence that many 
Britons considered too harsh. 

While nobody questioend 
Cantona's guilt — his two- 


footed lunge has been shown 
on television time and again 
— seven out of 10 callers to a 
TV programme thought tbe 
punishment was too stiff. 

Of 22.723 calls to a GMTY 
telephone poll on Friday, just 


30 per cent agreed with 
magistrate Jean Pearch’s de- 


cision to send tbe temper- 
amental French star to pris- 
on. 


G 


TURKISH 

TRADE 

DELEGATION 




SUPER DELUXE FURNISHED 
APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Luxurious fine furniture, the apartment consists of three 
bedrooms, three bathrooms, living-room, diningyrsitting, 
spacious kitchen, with garden, telephone and car park. 
Rent is annually and after inspection. Location: Mecca 
Street, behind Kanaan Gas Station. 

Tel. 823493 


Jordan's leading 
environmental organisation 


TsD&BGOTJlfc 

MUSIAD 


THE ROYAL SOCIETY 
FOR THE CONSERVATION 
OF NATURE 
is seeking an 



independent Industrialists and 
Businessmen’s Association 


ACTING DIRECTOR GENERAL 

Exceptional and challenging opportunity for a high 
cafibre, innovative team leader who would like to make a 
real contribution to the protection of Jordan’s natural 
environment 


ISTANBUL 

TURKEY 


A CROUP OF FOURTY TURKISH BUSINESSMEN 
ARE READY TO MEET YOU 


on 26 th - 27 th MARCH 
At Hotel Forte Grand 
Queen Noor Street Shmeisani, AMMAN 
Tel: 696511 Fax: 674261 


Background 

RSCN is an independent voluntary organisation devoted 
to the conservation of nature and natural resources. It was 
created in 1966 under the patronage of His Majesty King 
Hussein, its work includes the establishment and man- 
agement of protected areas, breeding endangered spe- 
cies, enforcement of wildlife laws, hunting control and 
environmental education. The society is undergoing res- 
tructuring, aided by the World Bank, and is developing 
management system based on team work, clear objec- 
tives and the delegation of responsibility. 

The position 

After a period of induction and training, the successful 
candidate will assume responsibility for the direction and 
management of the society's activities and staff, in 
accordance with its mission statement and objectives. He 
or she will work as the leader of a team of 60 staff and be 
responsible to the Board of Directors. Guidance on new 
management procedures will be given by World Bank 
staff. 


From 10.00 to 18.00 

TO EXCHANGE VIEWS ON ANY BUSINESS 
YOU ARE INTERESTED IN 


The person we are looking 
for must have: 

• Knowledge and under- 
stanting o! environmental 


• Strang commitment to na- 
tue conservation. 


SECTORS & TOPICS] 


FOOD STUFFS. STARCH. SUGAR. GLUCOSE, GLUTEN FEED. 
WHEAT FLOURS. EDIBLE OILS, CHEMICALS, CONSUMER 
GOODS, INDUSTRIAL IRONS AND PRESS MACHINES, IRON 
AN0 STAINLESS STEEL, HARDWARE MATERIALS. PIPES AND 
LAMA ANGLE IRONS. AUTOMOTIVE AND SPARE PARTS. BUIL- 
DING MATERIALS, TEXTILE GOODS. POLYESTER AND COTTON 
YARNS.AU KIND OF CANVAS SACKS TABLE CLOTHS. HOME 
APPLIANCES, SHEEP SKIN. CEMENT. ELECTRICAL AND CARPET 
YARN. JUT YARN AND ACRYLIC FIBERS. ORNAMENTAL IRON WO- 
RKS. CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS. PVC WINDOWS AND DOORS, 
STATIONARY AND PAPER. 


• Excellent managerial 
skSs. 

•Open aid participative 
management style, based 
on team work, not stems. 

• Excellent commuiicatlon 
and presentation skflis. . 


The Ideal candidate wfl be in 
. the age range 35 to 50 and 

have: 

• A degree In an environ- 
mental subject. 

• At least 5 years manage- 
rial experience In a senior 
position, preferably In the 
voluntary or private sec- 
tors. 

• Speak aid write fluently 
In Arabic and EngSsh. 

• Experience of negotiating 
at a national and interna- 
tional level. 


Please write an application letter, enclosing a CV 
In English and Arabic to The President, RSCN, 
P.O. Box 6354, Amman, Jordan. Closing date for 
applications Is the 30th March. 


Cricket 
also has a 

Michael 

Jordan 


PORT OF SPAIN, Trinidad 
(AP) — Both athletes have 
specialty shoes created for 
them and reported seven- 
figure paychecks to show for 
it. 

Both are superstars in their 
sports. 

But Chicago Bulls basket- 
ball star Michael Jordan had 
never beard of Australian 
cricket hero Shane Warne 
when the two met last sum- 
mer for tbe shooting of a 
couple of Nike commercials 
— Jordan’s for the “Air Jor- 
dan,” Waroe's for the “Air 
Flipper.” 

Americans may not know 
him, but tbe Mona Australian 
has been widely haded as tbe 
“Michael Jordan of cricket” 
since bursting into prominen- 
ce in the last couple of years 
with a lethal ball -throwing 
style. 

The 25-year-old Warne is 
star bowler, cricket’s equiva- 
lent of a baseball pitcher, for 
Australia's national team, 
which is currently duelling 
the West Indies in the Carib- 
bean. 


“He’s probably the 
greatest spin bowler of al! 
time,” says Everard Gordon, 
a Trinidadian cricket expert 
who played professionally in 
England in the 1960s. “He 
can do staff with the ball you 
have never, ever seen be- 
fore.” 


With his yellow hair, bine 
eyes, rosy cheeks and playful 
smile, Warne looks like a 
surfer. But the angry scab on 
his arm earned diving for a 
ball and tbe diamond stud in 
his left ear attest to how be 
earns his paycheck. 

Warne came very dose to 
not making it in professional 
sports. Smoking a Benson 
and Hedges by a hotel swim- 
ming pool on a recent prac- 
tice day, he said his dream 
had been to play Australian 
rules football, but tbe husky 
six-footer (1.8 metres) was 
cut from tbe Melbourne team 
because be was too slow and 
too short. 

“When I got tbe exe, I 
thought, what do I do now? I 
didn't want to work.” So 
Warne signed on with a pro 
cricket team in England, then 
landed a spot on tbe Victoria 
State squad in 1990. 

Dropped after one season, 
he played on a youth team for 
a year and was called back up 
to tbe state team for four 
games before the national 
team grabbed him for the 
1991 series against India. 

The going was rocky. 

“I got smashed all over tbe 
park,” confessed Warne. “I 
got dropped to 12th man,” 
the lowest active position on 
the squad. Dangling by his 
fingertips, be trained hand for 
tbe 1992 season, travelled 
with tbe team to Sri Lanka 
and led it to victory. Back in 
Australia playing for Victor- 
ia, he played the “game of a 
lifetime” in December 1992, 
and found himself promoted 
for good. 

“That was where my life 
turned around,” said Warne. 
“It gave Die a burst of confi- 
dence. I started believing in 
myself.” 

Since then, Warne bas 
dim bed to tbe top of the 
game, shutting down bats- 
man with his unusual ball- 
throwing style. 

He tries to send curve and 
knockleballs instead of fast- 
balls — only has deliveries 
have names like the leg spin, 
left arm spin, wrong in, 
google and his trademark 
flipper, a vicious pitch with 
topspin that bounces upward 
in front of tbe batter. 

Adjustment to sudden suc- 
cess has brought some grow- 
ing pains, Warne confessed. 

. In India earlier this year be 
"snapped," exploding in rage 
at a batsman and shooting 
expletives heard on TV sets 
around tbe world. He was 
fined for his behaviour, in 
addition to being thoroughly 
embarrassed. 

Warne plugs an 
Australian-New Zealand 
jeans company called Just 
Jeans and is an off-season 
personality on Australia’s 
Channel 9, which broadcasts 
cricket in the land down 
under. 
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Al Ahli's team 


Ahli to represent Jordan^ 
Arab Clubs Championshi 

Naghaway: We aim for a top two spi 


By Ateen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan's basketball champions 
Al Ahli Saturday leave Amman for Cairo to 
take part in tbe Arab Champion Clubs Com- 
petition in which 15 top teams mil be partici- 
pating March 26 - April 8. 

Rivalry is expected to be quite tough, but 
Al Ahli, tbe Kingdom’s champions for the 
third consecutive year, seem undoubtful they 
are one of the top teams and are aiming for 
nothing less than the title. 

In an interview with the Jordan Tunes, Ahli 
chairman Adnan Naghaway sounded confi- 
dent his team was ready to take on the best of 
the Arab World. 

“We have been training hard. Our line up is 
complete. We are definitely eyeing a top two 
standing,” Mr. Naghaway Friday told the 
Jordan Times. 

“Our team groups players whose dedication 
has enabled them to become the country's top 
team. I'm very optimistic about the upcoming 
competition.” he added. 

Indeed Al Ahli's form has been steadily 
improving ever since 1990 when they clinched 
the Jordanian championship away from all- 
time rivals Al Ortbodoxi who had an undis- 


puted reign over the basketball scene 
1976-1989. W, 

With the recruitment of Ukrainian, cotm 
Alexander Sasha, Al Ahli altered their style 
to a faster, up-to-date game, and with toe 
presence of a mighty lineup of veterans and' 
younger promising players they were able to 
win the title over the past three years after A) 
Ortbodoxi won tbe trophy in 1991. 

Mr. Naghaway said Al Ahli were also 
preparing to represent Jordan in the Asian 
Club's Championship which will be held in 
Malaysia in September with ten countries 


Al Ahli, who will be representing Jordan 
for the first time, have received JD 5,000 
from the ministry of youth for ther participa- 
tion in the Arab championship. 


Tbe participating teams include three Egyp- 
tian teams: Championship titleholders Al 
Jazireh, current league champions Al Ittihad 
of Alexandria, in addition to Egypt’s Al AhU 
Other teams are Al Zahra’ of Tunisia, Al 
Shariqa of the United Arab Emirates, Kmn» 
of Kuwait, Al Riyadi and Al HEkmeh of, 
Lebanon, Al Mina’ of Yemen, Bofarique of 
Algeria, Al HilaJ of Saudi Arabia, Al Tabegji 
and A] Widad of Morocco. 


Orthodoxi’s women’s basketball 
team leaves for Damascus today 


By Aieen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Repor- 
ter 


AMMAN --— Women’s bas- 
ketball players at Al Ortbo- 
doxi Club are another 
Jordanian team travelling 
abroad this week as they 
leave for Damascus, Syria 
Saturday to play a series of 
friendly matches with local 
teams. 

Jazireh ’s women and 
Ahli’s men's teams are also 
playing in Cyprus and 
Cairo making it a busy 
month for many of the 
country’s top basketball 
players. 

Al Orthodoxi, who only 
lost their crown to Al 
Jazireh in 1993, are the 
reigning women’s cham- 
pions and have a new youn- 
ger lineup representing 
them. The team includes 
Shireen Abu Khader, Hind 
Al Gbouri, Gfaadah and 
Dima Qandah. Lubna Al 
Masri. Abeer Batshon, 


Yara Kheir, Nadine 
Kishksh, Dana DaOal, Zein 
Amman, Samar Mdanat, 
Zeena Farah, EUen Shad 1 . 
dad, Maha Al Naber and 
Muna Khalil. 

Al Orthodoxi’s men’s 
team is also currently in 
Syria playing in a tourna- 
ment dedicated to the late 
Basel Al Assad. Al Ortbo- 
doxi scored a 58-56 win 
over Lebanon’s Al Riyadi 
and 71-58 over Neptune of 
Lebanon and lost 72-60 to 
hosts Al Jeish, and 60-52 to 
Egypt's Al Zamalek to fin- 
ish third. 

During thdrfive-day visit, 
Al Orthodoxi’s women will 
be playing four matches 
against AJ Thawra and Al 
Jeish teams. 

The visit comes as the 
Kingdom’s women’s teams 
prepare for the annual 
championship which was 
due to be held in mid- 
April. 

However, the Jordan 
Basketball Federation 


(JBF) this week abruptly 
announced that all the sea- 
son’s scheduled competi- 
tions which were sent in a 
circular to dobs earlier in 
the year, would be resche- 
duled soon. 


Tbe move was displeas- 
ing to teams who had com- 
pleted their training and 
had scheduled their visits 
abroad to put the finishing 
touches on their prepara- 
tions and tactics. 

However the JBF ex- 
plained their move saying it 
was in the best interests of 
national teams. 


The men’s and women’s 
national teams are sche- 
duled to play in the Asian 
Championships in July, 
while the Under- 18 team 
who clinched third place in 
the Asian Championship, 
will also present the coun- 
try in the World Cham- 
pionship which will be bekl ; 
in Greece in tbe same 
month. i 


Jordan set to make 
debut at Bulls’ new home 


CHICAGO (AP) — 
Michael Jordan's legend 
helped build the United 
Centre. His No. 23 is re- 
tired in tbe rafters there. 
And a bronze statue of 
Jordan — soaring over a 
pitiful, faceless opponent 
— stands outside. 

Finally, after repeatedly 
saying he’d never play a 
National Basketball Asso- 
ciation game in any Chica- 
go Arena except the old 
stadium, Jordan will make 
his United Centre debut. 

Never comes when the 
Bulls meet the Orlando 
Magic. 

“He made the statement 
that he didn’t want to play 
here,” teammate will per- 
due said after Thursday’s 
practice. "But he was here 
practicing today and I think 
he’s looking forward to it 
just as much as we are.” 


sits across the street from 
the old warehouse of an 
arena that boused so many 
of bis magic moments. 

“I’m not comfortable,” 
be said. “It’s still new to 
me." 

Earlier in the week, he 
said: “It’s good to be back 
home. It’s like a kid going 


away from his family for a 
while; when he comes back 
home, they’re happy to see 
him.” 

Jordan wears no. 45 now 
and said he will resist gaz- 
ing up at his old number. 

‘Tm going to look at the 
court,” he said. “That’s all 
I need to know." 

Still, he probably will. 


sneak some peaks into tbt ; 
crowd as he soaks up tfej 
adulation of what's ex- 
pected to be the biggtt 
turnout in Bulls Ustotyr 

A team spokesman said 
all standing-room tickets 
have been sold, meaning 
that some 23,000 fans 
cram into the United Cen- 
tre. 

Jordan, who retired « - 
October 1993 after leading 
the Bulls to three eons*-* 
live NBA tides, began 
comeback in Sunday'* 


nationally televised 
at Indiana ft turned 


be the most-wat 
regular-season in 
history. 


After working out at the 
United Centre for the first 


time, Jordan only briefly 
discussed his debut in the 
S175 million facility, £Tich 


Dallas 

Orlando 

Milwaukee 

Utah 

New York 
Seattle 


RESULTS 

102 Detroit 
105 Charlotte 
104 L.A. Clippers 
112 Houston 
104 Denver 
108 Washington 





Cinema Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

Cinema Tel.: 699238 

PLAZA 

Cinema TeL: 677420 

CONCORD 

Tom Hanks 
in 

Forrest Gump 

Show 12J0, 3:15, 6:15, 9:15 

Andy Garcia - Mee Ryan 
In . 

When A Man Loves A Woman 

Shows: 1130, 3:30. 5, 630. 8 JO, 10:30 

concord «r 

Comedian star: Adel Imam — 

Balchit & Andadileh 

Shows: li30. 3:15. 6:00. 8:30. 11. *00 

CONCORD ‘2’ 

Jean-Claude Van Damm 

. STREET FIGHTER 

Shows: 12:30. 3 JO, 5:45. 11:00 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

ammoun theatre 


Musa Hijazln “Sum’a” 
in the political satire 

Hi Citizen 

written and directed by 
Mohammad Al Shawaqfa 
daily on 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre doses on Monday 

— Haifa Al Agha fn the 
children's play 

☆☆ Sa’di’s Return ☆☆ 


Tel,: 675571 

Nabfl Ai flUshini Thoatra 


Presents 

Abu Awwad 

In the social comedy 

Punctured Bag 

The theatre is closed on 
Mondays 

Tickets are available all 1 



Nabil & Hfsham’s TeL: 62513 

ahlan theatre . 


Presents: 

The political satire: 

At SALAM YA SALA# 

at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation, please cal 
625155 

The theatre Is closed ' 
Saturdays & Sunday* 
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Pete Sampras 


"Sabatini collapses as 
Sampras advances 


key biscayne (ap> — 

;Near the end, pacing behind 
the baseline, Gabriela Sabati- 
. . " : : ai actnally put ber band to 

her throat 

... ’7 "r; • In a collapse almost iden- 

tical to ber 1993 French Open 
e, i 7. -r . - ..... failure, Sabatini blew a 6-1, 
y 5-1 lead, double-faulted 18 
times, squandered three 
: “ : .;*■■ 'march points and lost to aii- 

* ‘ • jug Kimiko Date in Tburs- 

• r day's semifinals of the Lipton 

" Qiampionships. 

u . _ .' ; Date, bothered by a sore 
\ ' ; 7 shoulder that hindered her 

serve and forehand, nonetbe- 

7 — 1 less rallied to win 1-6, 7-6 

3 ^=: (7-2), 7^ (7-4). 

T : - • “When it was 5-1 (in the 
1 C V pt ’ v second set), I didn’t feel very 
iOi’WV vVu. good," Sabatini said. “I was 
. , . + ~ I . dose to winning the match, 
LIS i 1 J •’ but that wasn't the feeling I 
"• got.” 

-■ . Date likewise looked less 

V' _ " than confident in advancing 

" 1 ,lo the final against Stem 

/. Graf. 

;■ “I never thought of win- 

■ — ning," she said, “until the last 
■“ “ " “ point." 

- ■ * * • Remarkably, Sabatini also 

: • - - . . blew a 6 - 1 , 5-1 lead two years 
.. ... .• ago in Paris. Mary Joe Fer- 

,.. ;y ___ nandez survived five match 
points to win that quarterfin- 
: ; . y. " “ r “ als match 1-6, 7-6 (7-4), 10-8. 
' Sabatini 's career quarter- 

^ finals, top-ranked Pete Sam- 

" ‘ .7 . . ' pras shook off a code viola- 
7'.’- tion for arguing a call and 
■" came from behind to beat 
-• T. ’ Andrei Medvedev, 6-1, 6-7 
y.. (5-7), 6*4. In the third set, 

Medvedev led 3-1 and had 
, • , . • _ - • three break-point chances 

" l • - before Sampras rallied. 

'77- Unseeded swede Jonas 

„ 7 : Bjorkman celebrated his 23rd 

7 - birthday by beating 30-year- 

' ‘ . • . k old Mats Wilander 6-2, 1-6, 

’ r '"7-7- : ■ 7-5. Wilander blew a 5-2 lead 
~ 7 . in the third set. 

^ . . 7-. Sampras plays Bjorkman 

- .. in the semifinals, and second- 
r r ranked "Andre Agassi meets 


Magnus Larssen. 

Date’s injury, a strained 
rotator cuff, could handicap 
her in the final Saturday 
against the second-seeded 
Gref, who beat No. 3 Jana 
Novotna 6-2, 7-5. 

Date wil probably be able 
to play, WTA Tour trainer 
Jill Grtsley said. The injury 
has bothered her for about 
for years, and she aggravated 
it earlier in the tournament. 

“I always have this prob- 
lem,” said Date, seeded 
seventh. “Once I have 
enough rest, I can go on." 

Her 3-hour, 5-minute due 
with Sabatini was far from an 
artistic success for either 
player. On a hot, sunny after- 
noon, the restless crowd 
moaned, groaned and even 
laughed at the poor quality of 
shot-making. 

There were a numbing 148 
unforced errors — 79 by Date 
and 69 by Sabatini. But the 
115-pound Date stayed 
fresher in the 85-degree heat. 

“Physically she was much 
better than me," Sabatini 
said. “That was the differ- 
ence.” 

The fifth-seeded Sabatini’s 
double faults all came in the 
final two sets. She double- 
faulted to lose the second-set 
tiebreaker, then did it again 
to lose the second, sixth and 
10 th games of the final set. 
giving up the lead each time. 

As Sabatini fell behind in 
the second tiebreaker, she 
wandered near tbe baseline, 
looking stunned and ex- 
hausted and rubbing her 
throat with her right hand. 

Earlier she had appeared 
on ber way to an easy win, 
especially when Date called 
for a trainer to attend to her 
aching right shoulder at the 
end of the first set. Date 
clutched her shoulder almost 
every time she msised a serve 
or rat an unforced error. 


ike 

home 


FLUENT IN ARABIC AND ENGLISH (SPOKEN AND 
WRITTEN) TYPING IN BOTH LANGUAGES BY USING 
COMPUTER (WINDOWS). EFFICIENT IN MANAGEMENT 
AND ADMINISTRATIVE 


WANTED 

A secretary with good/excellent command in English 
language and knows typing on computer is needed for 
highly professional offifee with international status. 

Qualified and Interested personnel are kindly 
requested to call: 614831/646508 for appointment 




A LEADING COMPANY DEALING WITH 
- COSMETICS IS IN SEARCH OF A 
MARKETING AND SALES MANAGER, WITH 
THE FOLLOWING QUALIFICATIONS: 

1- A MINIMUM B.A. UNIVERSITY DEGREE 
' IN BUSINESS. 

x 2- A MINIMUM OF 5 YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
<3- FLUENT IN BOTH FRENCH + ENGLISH. 
»j4- HAVE STRONG PUBLIC RELATIONS 
/ SKILLS. 


Pfe5^|^ii^pp L | CANTS PLEASE SEND C.V. TO: 

I V* ^ THE GENERAL MANAGER 
_ .£.0. BOX 950 389 

> ^MAN, JORDAN 


JORDAN HANDBALL REVIEW 

Hamdan: Limited budget hinders further development 


By Roufan Nahhas 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — It is the same 
old story with all our sports 
teams and their federations. 
Tbe same reasons forbid 
them from participating in 
international cham- 
pionships thus keeping 
them away from experience 
and international chal- 
lenges. The culprit is of 
course financial support. 

As probably the third 
popular team sport in the 
Kingdom, handball has 
been trying to gain a firm 
foothold among Jordanian 
sports fans and players. 
Yet, while teams flourish 
on the local scene, Jorda- 
nian handball teams have 
yet to score a memorable 
achievement. 

In the interview with tbe 
Jordan Times, chairman of 
tiie Jordan Handball Fed- 
eration (JHF) Dr. Sari 
Hamdan said handball 
teams in Jordan faced a 
series of problems that hin- 
der them from attaining fair 
results. “The absence of 
effective administration in 
dubs coupled with financial 
problems are the biggest 


obstacles.” 

Last year, the Kingdom’s 
national women's handball 
team got some belated 
attention when they fared 
well in a championship that 
included national teams 
from Cyprus, Iraq and 
Syria. 

Nevertheless, many play- 
ers are not satisfied witn the 
team, its current situation 
and with their form as 
national players represent- 
ing. the country. 

Rana A1 L ab ham , one of 
the most experienced play- 
ers who has been a member 
of the team since 1987 but is 
now thinking of quitting the 
game soon, said that “being 
a member of the national 
team is a great opportunity, 
but will all the problems 
and setbacks we feel we can 
do no more. 

“Financial support is tbe 
main thing," she continued. 
“In addition many players 
who live outride Amman 
face foe problem of trans- 
portation and have much 
trouble just to be on time 
for practice." 

Dr. Hamdan stressed 
that tbe federation is res- 
trained by a certain budget 


which is mostly spent as 
salaries for the referees. 
“Last year the federation 
spent most of its JD 10.000 
budget on referees fees. We 
therefore do not have 
enough funds to send teams 
abroad for championships. 
However, this year we 
obtained JD 14.000 budget 
for the JHF and we hope to 
have the support of com- 
panies,” Dr. Hamdan 
added. 

Another problem that 
faces our teams is the “abs- 
ence of new faces, some 
young blood to take over 
when older players quit foe 
game,” another national 
team player Haifa Awwad 
said. 

“We need new, young 
faces to take over because 
tbe current players cannot 
give more time." 

Dr. Hamdan said that the 
federation is aware of this 
problem “that is why 1995 
will be tbe year we will seek 
to discover younger players 
committed to foe game. 

“The best example of this 
is foe Under-18 basketball 
team who took third place 
in foe recently concluded 
Asian Championship. They 
scored a big achievement. 


So we are taking chances 
and we are working on 
choosing a team with 
young, promising players. 

“Our hope is to find a 
team which will continue 
what our veteran players 
achieved on the national 
level," he added. 

But still the problem that 
needs a solution is bow to 
overcome the financial 
obstacle? 

Dr. Hamdan hopes 
Minister of Youth Dr. 
A wad Kbleifat, who ex- 
tended the ministry's sup- 
port to teams like AI Faisali 
in the Arab Cup Cham- 
pionship and Al Ahli in tbe 
Arab Clubs Basketball 
Tournament in Egypt, will 
continue his support to the 
rest of the teams. 

“The minister of youth is 
paying a great deal of atten- 
tion to foe teams and their 
needs. We have an upcom- 
ing handball championship 
for women which will be 
held in Korea. This is an 
example of foe national 
team's problem as this is a 
great opportunity to play 
with great teams such as 
China, Japan and Hong 
Kong. But we lack financial 
support.” 


Dr. Hamdan pointed out 
that there are only four 
women’s teams who are 
competing annually: Ortho- 
doxi, Ahli, Kufrsoum and 
Hussein Irbid. When Al 
Ahli dub decided to cancel 
its team because of financial 
difficulties, a new club, Al 
Istiqlal, took over Al Ahli's 
players hoping to build a 
new team utilising foe ex- 
perience of AJ Ahli’s play- 
ers. 

On foe other hand, the 
situation of the men’s hand- 
tall teams is in better shape 
as they have more teams, 
more support and more 
chances to compete. 

However, tne Jordan 
Shield Championship, 
which was recently orga- 
nised for the first time, 
faced a lot of problems with 
many clubs withdrawing 
and making the event less 
competitive for the remain- 
ing teams. 

“This year foe federation 
issued stringent rules which 
will punish the withdrawing 
teams and relegate or sus- 
pend them for two 
months,” Dr. Hamdan 
added. 

“In the past, the team 


was only_ punished by 
paying a JD 50 fine which 
some teams found it easy. 
But now it is a different 
story." 

Meanwhile, chibs continue 
their task of nurturing foe 
game despite fade of incen- 
tives and proper funding. 

Yannouk AJ Sbouneh dub 
organised the spring cham- 
pionship Friday, March 24th 
with first division teams: 
Ahli, Arabi, Hussein, Salt, 
Amman, Tareef and Jaleel, 
in addition to Madaba, Kufr- 
soum, Orthdoxi, Bareha, 
Qoqazi and Um Jozeh from 
foe second division and Hor- 
rieb from the third division. ' 

Dr. Hamdan agreed that 
handball’s achievements on 
foe regional level were but a 
few and that resulted in less 
international game experi- 
ence which also limits the 
players' ability to upgrade 
their standards or score 
memorable achievements. 
The mam reason again seems 
to* be financial support, a 
problem the Kingdom's 
sports federations keep on 
faring as they seek to best 
execute their local and inter- 
national agendas. 


NCAA basketball glance Seles not ready to joinU.S. Fed Cup team 


By the Associated Press 

☆ East Regional 

Regional semifinals 

Wake Foreset (26-5) vs. Oklahoma State (25-9) 
Tuba (24-7) vs. Masachosetts (28-4) 

Reg ional championship 

Sunday, March 26 
Semifinal winners 

☆ Southeast Regional 
Regional semifinals 

North Carolina 74, Georgetown 64 
Kentucky 97, Arizona State 73 

Regional championship 

North Carolina (27-5) n. Kentucky (28-4) 

☆ Midwest Regional 
Regional semifinals 

Memphis (24-9) vs. Arkansas (29-6) 
Kansas (25-5) vs. Virginia (24-8) 

Regional f Tiftmpinniship 
Sunday, March 26 
semifinal winners 

☆ West Regional 

Regional wnifiiMk 

UCLA 86, Mississippi State 67 
Connection 99, Maryland 89 » 


PERSIAN CATS FOR SALE 


Two wonderful cats of pure Persian breed 
B.'ock ( male ) & White ( female ) , with 
their valid international certificates , and 
jet box . For contact please call (61 4-4 IS) 
between 1 0:00 a m. - 1 :OOp.m. 


VILLA FOR RENT 

A super deluxe ground floor apt., separate 
from the rest of the villa, with three bed- 
rooms (including master), large saloons. 
Dining and guest room, maid’s room, gar- 
den and barbeque. 350 sq.m. 

Location; Rabia near Chinese Embassy. 
Rent payable in advance, negotiable. 

Call Tel-: 697287- 697289 - Fax: 697677 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TAMNAH HKSCH 
C1K< Tivim m 8*w- ** 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

•Void ?J9 0QJI0P532 W984 
The hidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

I ♦ Dbl ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — Fust, all good hands surt 
with a redouble. Once you have 
grasped that pxincipte. the right bid 
becomes obvious, Jaap to three di- 
amonds. That id preemptive, show- 
ing a long suit with limited values 
and no defense to speak of. 

Q.2 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

•J9854 TVoid 0866 *KQ962 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South Weal 

1 ? Pane 1 * Pass 

2 T Put ? 

What action do you take? 

A.— Three dubs is quite possibly 
your best spot, but there's no way to 
play there! That bid would be forc- 
ing and could lead to unal disaster. 
Pass, before you get into deep 
trouble. 

Q.3 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you bold: 

*4105 ?Q5 4A9 +AQI0982 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 

1 7' Pass 2 4 Pass 

2 T 1 Paw ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — Let's eliminate the bids you 
can't moke. Three duba would de- 
scribe B aub- minim um tWO-OVtr- 
one response: two no trump would 
be invitational: you are a trump 
short for a jump to four hearts. 
That leaves two spades or three no 
trump and our vote goes for the 


latter— it is more descriptive and 
less fancy. 

*96 7K6 :>KQ873 *8762 

Partner opens the bidding with one 

no trump. What action do you take? 
A. — Regardless of whether you r 
range is 16-17 or 19-18 you have the 

values for an invitational raise to 
two do trump. It is the fifth dia- 
mond that swings the pendulum in 
favor of a raise if you play tbe weak- 
er range. 

Q.6 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

•6 <7J942 0AK8S *7643 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 • Pass 1 NT Pass 

2 T Para ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — You have a rather good hand. 
consKbring your one-no-trump re- 
sponse. With four-card trump sup- 
port and two quick tricks in 

diamonds, at the very least you owe 
partner a raise to three hearts and 
we wouldn't criticise a iull-blooded 
jump to four hearts. 

Q.6 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: - 

4Kfl3 <7A75 042 4K 10962 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 * Para 2 * Para 

2 : Paas 7 

What do you bid now? 

A.— If your two-over-one response 
was not a gams force, you have to 
junqi to three spades— the hand has 
too many prime card* to risk lan- 
guishing in a partial, if you’ve 
adopted the modem style, two 
spades is enough. That's forcing 
and discouraging rebids thereafter 
■timiid dampen partner's ardor. 


KEY BISCAYNE (AP) — 
Martina Navratilova is back. 
Monica Seles may never re- 
turn. 

Seles said rite’s not ready 
to join a U.S. Fed Gap team 
that will include retired pro 
Navratilova in its first-round 
mstrh April 22-23 a gainst 
Austria at Tumberry Isle 
near Miami. 

New Fed Cup Captain Bil- 
lie Jean King readied foe 
reclusive Seles by telephone 
before ann ouncing foe team. 

“I talked to Monica last 
night,” King said Thursday. 
“She doesn’t know if she’ll 
ever play te nnis again. One 
of her dreams is to play Fed 
Cup, and to be in tbe Olym- 


pics, and she still loves tennis 
very much. 

“She is practising off and 
on. If rile becomes more 
stable in her feelings about 
playing, I think she’ll be 
back, f think deep down she 
probably does want to play 
again." 

King said she had been 
wanting to talk with Seles for 
nearly two years, ever since 
the young star left foe WTA 
Tour after being stabbed by a 
deranged fan in Germany. 

“It was a long process to 
get to her,” said King, who 
declined to answer further 
questions about tbe former 
No. 1 player. 

Tbe "tan who attacked 


Seles, Guenter Parche, is 
being retired this week in 
Germany. He was convicted 
in foe first trial but given a 
suspended two-year sentence 
and set free. 

Speculation had been 
building recently that Seles, 
21 , would retifrn to tennis 
this spring. But there’s no 
basis for such speculation, 
said Anne Person Worcester, 
chief executive officer for the 
WTA Tour. 

“Nothing Monica has said 
has indicated one iota that 
riie is considering a return," 
Worcester said. “The fact 


shows how much she 
to women’s tennis." 


frenzy al 
inch riie 


Bom in Yugoslavia, Seles 
now lives in Sarasota, Florida 
and became an American 
citizen a year ago, making 
her eligible fo the U.S. Fed 
Cop and Olympic teams. 

King also plans to talk with 
Jennifer Capriati and 14- 
year-old Venus Williams ab- 
out joining tiie Fed Cup team. 

Along, with Navratilova, 
who retired from the WTA 
Tour last year, the lineup 
against Austria will include 
Lindsay Davenport, Gigi 
Fernandez and Mary Joe Fer- 
nandez. 

King announced the team 
prior to tiie women's semifin- 
als at foe lipton Cham- 
pionships. 


High production 
capacity, capable of 
meeting your 
requirements 
nowever great they are. 


' Hotels M 
Hospitals ^ 
For- Houses 

Laboratories 
. Parks 


! n 








ghoiiiTn 


Ice-makers 


22 Kg. /24 HOURS 
68 Kg. .'24 HOURS 
90 Kg. /24 HOURS 
140 Kg. /24 HOURS 
265 Kg. /24 HOURS 
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Japan ready to consider 


aid for Jordan projects, 
awaits specific requests 


By P.V. Vivetauumd 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Japan and Jor- 
dan are discussing Japanese 


financing for projects as part 
of Tokyo’s aid for the King- 


dom, and immediate projects 
under consideration include 
rebuilding bridges across the 
River Jordan and roads link- 
ing them with Jordanian 

highways . 

Japanese officials making 
the disclosure said, however, 
that Jordan bad to make spe- 
cific project proposals seek- 
ing financing rather than 
lumpsum Japanese aid since 
the Tokyo government’s poli- 
cy was to allocate grants on a 
project-to-project basis 
rather than granting a blank- 
et amount to any govern- 
ment. 


Hiroshi Sbfojiri and Mitsu- 


3JU 

gu Saito, two Japanese offi- 
cials who held talks here last' 
week with officials from the 
Ministry of Planning, the 
Minister of Water and Irriga- 
tion and the Ministry of 
Tr an sport, also said Thurs- 
day Tokyo was now awaiting 
specific financing requests 
from Jordan. 

No immediate comment 
was available from Jordanian 
officials. 

Mr. Shiojiri, senior assis- 
tant at the Economic Coop- 
eration Bureau at the 
Japanese Foreign Ministry, 
and Mr. Saito, deputy direc- 
tor of the Development' 
Cooperation Division of the 
bureau, in an informal meet- 
ing with the press, dediiied to 
disclose figures in relation to 
possible Japanese financing 
for die proposed projects. 

Bnt they affirmed that the 
projects include rebuilding 
the King Hussein Bridge and 
the Peace Bridge (formerly 
Sheikh Hussein Bridge) 
across the Jordan and mod- 
ernising the roads that Hnfc 


the bridges with the main 
Jordanian highways. 

Figures available to die 
Jordan Times indicate that 
the reconstruction of the 
King Hussein Bridge and ac- 
cess roads is estimated to cost 
about $17 million, and the 
Peace Bridge and access 
roads $6 million. In addition 
are projects to modernise the 
North Shnneb-South Shuneh 
highway ($107 million) and 
tbe Irbid-North Shuneh 
Highway f$23 million). 

Tbe philosophy behind the 
Japanese interest in financing 
the bridge and road projects 
at this point in time is that it 
would help interaction be- 
tween the two sides of tbe 
River Jordan, said Mr. Shio- 
jiri. 

"We are ready to discuss 
Japanese financing for any 
project on tbe basis of feasi- 
bility/’ he said. "But he 
added, "we hope for better 
Jordanian understanding of 
the Japanese government’s 
policy, which is that (Tokyo) 
would extend aid only on the 
basis of specific projects.” 

“Jordanian officials think 
in terms of a specific amount 
of aid while Japanese dunk- 
ing and policy for financing 
and aid are based on specific 
projects supported by feasi- 
bility studies,” said Mr. Shio- 
jiri. “If reasonable, projects 
will be financed on tne basis 
of feasibility.” 

Mr. Shiojiri, who speaks 
fluent Arabic, and Mr. Saito 
noted that Jordan became 
eligible for Japanese grant 
only in 1993 when the per 
capita income of the King- 
dom went below $1,305. 

Throughout the years, 
Japanese grants to the King- 
dom were negligible, 
although the Tokyo govern- 
ment made available large 
amounts in loans to Jordan. 
Japan now bolds about $1.81 
of Jordan’s foreign 


debts. 

Since 1993, Japanese 
grants to Jordan amounted to 
$40 million. 

Tbe Japanese officials said 
aid for 1995 would depend on 
the feasibility of the 


the feasibility of the projects 
proposed by Jordan for 
Japanese financing. Howev- 


er, it is expected to exceed 
the 1994 level of $30 million. 

They explained that the 
Tokyo government extends 
grants for projects that in- 
volve humanitarian needs — 
education, health, water etc. 
— while it offers low-cost 
development loans for infras- 
tructure projects with com- 
mercial aspects. This explains 
the $131 million loan that 
Japan has extended to help 
Jordan expand the thermal 
power station at Aqaba, they 
said. 


Tokyo also follows a policy 
that "project-specific” aid is 
tied to Japanese contractors 
and participation while "non- 
projcct" aid is unconditional 
— meaning that tbe benefici- 
ary country could use the 
amount to import non- 
Japanese goods and services. 

Japanese policy also bans 
extending development loans 
to countries which receive 
any cancellation of debts 
owed to the Japanese govern- 
ment. Grants are not banned, 
however. 


Essentially, it would mean 
that if Jordan were to seek 


the write-off of its obligations 
to the Japanese government 
then the' Kingdom has to be 
prepared to accept that there 
would not be any more de- 
velopment loan coming from 
Japan. 


It is along the fines of this 
philosophy that the Japanese 
go vernm ent has promised to 
make more money available 
to Jordan while rescheduling 
part of the Kingdom’s debts 
to Tokyo, officials said. 



Taiwan leader planning trip to Jordan — report 


TAIPEI (AFP) — President Lee Teng-Hui is to visit 
several Middle Eastern countries in early April in another 
round of his ‘‘vacation diplomacy,” the mass-circulation 
United Daily News reported Friday. Mr. Lee was sche- 
duled to leave on Apni 1 and make a transit stop in the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) on his way to Jordan, die 
paper said, adding that he might also visit Israel. Taiwan 
does not have diplomatic relations with any Middle East 
states bnt has trade offices in the UAE, Jordan and Israel. 
It lost its last ally in the Middle East — Saadi Arabia — in 
1990 when Riyadh switched recognition to Beijing. Both 
the presidential office and the foreign ministry here denied 
knowledge of the planned trip, reported to be made daring 
the five-day spring vacation. The Middle East trip follows 
Mr. Lee’s two overseas visits in which be "vacationed” in 
some commies that did not have official ties with Taiwan 
but instead recognised China. He has travelled to Thailand, 
Indonesia, the Philippines, which recognise Beijing, and to 
Nicaragua, Costa Rica and South Africa to strengt h en 
diplomatic ties. 


TMA ground crew strike over pay benefits 


BEIRUT (R) — Ground crew of Lebanon’s national cargo 
carrier Trans Mediterranean Airlines (TMA) staged a 
12-bour strike on Friday over pay benefits, Beirut Airport 
sources said. They said the 400 ground workers went on 
strike at noon to protest what they said were threats by tbe 
company’s management to fire the president and secretary- 
of the TMA’s workers syndicate. Mohammad 
and Ghassan Ghosn have been pressing tbe 
ent to meet the workers' demands for pay 
related to tbe increasing cost of living, the sources 
added. TMA’s 100 pilots have not joined the ground crew 
in tbe strike. 


Egyptian needs fire brigade to go to hospital 


CAIRO (R) — Mahrous Mohammad. 45 years old and 400 
kflogrammes in weight, left his flat in Alexandria for tbe 
first time in seven years on Thursday — with tbe help of 10 
firemen, three officers, two stretchers and the neighbours. 
Tbe fire brigade in the Egyptian city bad to widen the door 
to get Mr Mohammad out so be could go to hospital for 
treatment for elephantiasis, government newspapers said 
on Friday. Mr. Mohammad’s wife Sabab said be also had a 
large appetite. “A angle meal is five loaves of bread, plus 
rice and pasta. He never gets bored of eating,” she told the 
daily A1 Jumhouria. 


Policeman dies after attack in Minya 


MINYA (AFP) — A policeman died Friday after an attack 
by militants in which two other policemen were seriously 
wounded in the troubled Minya region of southern Egypt. 
Police said three militants fired at Ali Mohammad Babit, 
23, and his colleagues Thursday as they guarded a building 
in Beni Mazar, some 250 kilometres south of Cairo. The 
attackers fled after stealing the policemen’s guns, the police 
said. The latest death raised to 687 the number of people 
killed in unrest since militants unleashed a violent cam- 
paign in March 1992 aimed at toppling the secular 
government of President Hosni Mubarak. 


Jews cannot be trusted, Imam tells Arafat 


JERICHO (AFP) — A Muslim leader told Yasser Arafat 
during Friday prayers here that he should not place his trnst 
in the Jew is. "They never honour their commitments/' 
said Sheikh Abdul Saiam Abu Sbreidem, bead of the 
religious affairs ministry in the Palestinian self-rule author- 
ity. Mr. Arafat was visibly annoyed by the sermon, which 
continued despite signals from his entourage to the imam to 
soften die tone. “The Jews killed the prophets before and 
are killing the innocents today/' Sheikh Abdul Saiam said. 
Seeking support m the Holy Koran, the imam added: 
"Those who reach accords with them are their allies, even 
if they are dressed as Arabs.” 


Violence 


flares in 


S. Lebanon 


MARJAYOUN (AP) — 
Guerrillas fired salvos of 
Katyusha rockets close to 
Israel’s northern border Fri- 
day, provoking an Israeli 
tank and artillery bombard- 
ment, security sources said. 

At least nine Katyushas 
crashed before dawn about 
600 metres from tbe Israeli 
frontier near the villages of 
Houla and Markaba m an 
enclave Israel occupies in 
South Lebanon, tbe sources 
said. 

Israel has repeatedly 
warned that it would not 
tolerate any Katyoshaq 
attacks on its northern flank, 
and tile barrage was the 
doscst to tbe border in 20 
months. 

Israel mounted a week- 
long air, sea and artillery blitz 
against Lebanon-based guer- 
rillas in July 1993, to curb 
such assaults. At least 147 
people, mostly Lebanese, 
were killed and 500 wounded 
in that onslaught. 

Israeli tanks and howitzers 
responded to Friday’s assault 
with a barrage on six villages 
facing the central secfoT of 
the occupied enclave, which 
Israel calk a "security zone,” 
the' sources said. 

The targets were Zawtar 
Gbaitriah, Zawtar. Sharitiah, 
Kantara. Kabrikha, Majdal 
S3m and Wadi SkmJri, said 
the Lebanese sources. 

said the Israelis sus- 
the Katyushas were 
by guerrillas of Hizbol- 
lab from bases around these 


villages. 

There 


were no immediate 
reports of ca s ualties. 

Meanwhile, U.N. explo- 
sives experts safely disman- 
tled an anti-personnel mine 
in the southern village of 
Yater where a mine blast last 
week wounded three 
Nepalese soldiers. U.N. 
officers said. Yater is a tradi- 
tional Hizbollah stronghold. 

In another development, 
police said Friday two Syrian 
brothers were killed in Israeli 
artillery bombardment of sus- 
pected Hizbollah bases on 
the eastern edge of the 
"security zone.” 

They said Jumaa Osman 
Mabsouss, 28, died Thursday 
night in a hospital in 
Rashaya, on the foothills of 
Mount Hermon. His brother, 
Radwan Osman Mabsouss, 
30, bad been instantly lolled 
in the barrage several hours 
earlier. 

A third Syrian worker was 
wounded when the howitzer 
shell hit tbe construction site 
wucie me uugc laiA/uiers 
worked. 
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GORE IN JERICHO: US. Vice-President A! Gore and 
Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat applaud as Nabfl Shaath of the FLO (right) and an 
unide n t ifi ed U.S. official end the of mi e conomical 


agre eme nt betw e en tbe two sides in Jericho on Friday. Mr. 
Gore announced that the U.S. wffl give the Paksthdans a 
$65 raffbon aid-package, mainly for Gaza (AFP photo) 


Peres ordered Vanunu abduction 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres ordered the 1986 
kidnapping of nuclear techni- 
cian Mordechai Vanonu by 


Mossad agents including^a 


blonde woman called 
dy,” newspapers reported 
here Friday. 

Israel has never officially 


acknowledged the Iridnap- 
Mr. Var 


ping of Mr. vanonu, who was 
jailed for 18 years in 1988 for 
"espionage and high treason” 
after he revealed Israel’s ato- 
mic secrets to the Sunday 
Times of London, backed up 
with photographs and sketch- 
es. 

Mr. Peres, who was prime 
in 1986, issued the 
order to kidnap Mr. Vanunu, 
an Israeli citizen, and bring 
him bade to Israel alive, the 
newspapers said. 

The press had kept silent 
about foe affair, in line with a 
request from Mr. Peres. Bat 
publication of details was 
allowed after the supreme 
court accepted a plea from 
the Shoken press group, 
which publishes Haaretz. 


Mr. Vanunu, who worked 
at the top secret Dimona 
nuclear centre m southern 
Israel, has been kept in solit- 
ary confinement since his kid- 
napping. He is now aged 40. 

The Sunday Times re- 
ported that a blonde Mossad 
agent called "Cindy” lured 
Mr. Vanunu to Rome, where 
be was seized by other Israeli 
agents, drugged and taken on 
board an Israeli freighter, the 


Tapuz, moored off the port 
ofLa Si 


tpezia. 

Two agents kept Mr. 
Vammn bound up in tbe hold 
of the P anamanian -flagged 
ship during the week-long 
journey which induded a de- 
tour to Marseilles; Haaretz 
reported. 

Sailors interviewed by 
Israeli newspapers said Mr. 
Vanunu was brought by 
motor boat to the vessel, 
accompanied by a Hebrew 
speaking blonde woman and 
two other Mossad agents. 

The transfer was con- 
ducted in secrecy and the 
sailors were told to stay in 
their Cabins. Bnt they were 


annoyed by Cindy’s arrogant 
behaviour during tbe voyage, 
the newspapers repented. 

"She was a real nuisance,” 
said an ex-sailor. "She tre- 
ated us as the fewest of the 
few, demanded meals from 
us whenever it suited her and 
took three showers a day 
even though there was a wa- 
ter shortage on the ship.” 

The crew members’ names 
were not revealed, in line 
with Israeli censorship rules. 

When Mr. Vanunu was 
^betog taken to court by car he 
managed to show journalists 
tbe p5m of his hand on winch 
he had written that he was 
kidnapped in Rome. 

Friday’s report was the 
latest instance in which the 
censor's powers were chal- 
lenged and reflected increas- 
ing liberalisation of the flow 
of information once consi- 
dered state secrets. 

Although tbe censor has 
held firm to challenges by 
local media recently, espe- 
cially to release the name of 
the new head of Israel’s inter- 
nal secret service network. 


the Shin Bet, computerised 
information networks have 
made it increasingly difficult 
to keep such information 
under wraps. 

The new Shin Bet chief, 
who in Israeli media can only 
be refereed to as “K,” 
appeared in a mid-March 
message on Internet, the 
world-wide computer net- 
work. 

Amir Oren, Israel televi- 
sion’s military commentator 
said the censor allowed the 
report after the newspaper 
petitioned the supreme court, 
a three- judge panel, beaded 
by justice Dov Levine, held a 
series of closed discussions 
before the censor agreed to 
allow the report, the broad- 
cast said. 

Mr. Oren said the censor 
apparently "feared that the 
panel (of judges).... was like- 
ly to force upon it a com- 
promise which would set a 
precedent,” and might 
threaten the censor’s ability 
to contain other information 


(Continued on page 7) 


Iran: U.S. wages ‘satanic diplomacy’ 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — 
Iran, rejecting U.S. charges 
that Tehran had deployed 
chemical weapons on Gulf 
islands as "satanic diploma- 
cy,” said on Friday Washing- 
ton was trying to form an 
anti-Iran coalition in the re- 


gion. 

State-run Tehran Radio 
said In a commentary tbe 
United States was “seeking,” 
through a new round of its 
satanic diplomacy and such 
claims as the deployment of 
chemical weapons and 
threats against international 
rpping (by Iran), to make 
its policy international and 
hopefully form a coalition 
against Iran.” 

Washington, unable to 
stop Iran's deals for nuclear 
power plants with Russia, 
was trying to scare Iran’s 
neighbours into joining a 
U.S.-led anti-Iran coalition, 
the radio said. 

It said tbe United States 


wanted to become tbe 
"saviour of Arab countries” 
but was bound to fail. 

Tbe radio was referring to 
remarks by U.S. Defence 
Secretary William Peny who 
said during a visit on 
Wednesday to the United 
Arab Emirates that Iran had 
moved chemical weapons, 
about 6,000 troops and anti- 
ship missiles to Gulf islands. 
He said this was a potential 
threat to shipping in the 
strategic waterway. 

Iran has slammed the 
charges as "baseles” and 
“sheer lies.” 

Mr. Peny wrapped np a 
six-day visit to Gulf states 
Thursday after gaining agree- 
ment for the positioning of 
enough weapons and other 
equipment to support a U.S. 
armoured division. 

Mr. Ferry, after a morning 
of meetings at tbe A1 Rayyan 
palace in Doha, Qatar, said 
in a statement that he was 


pleased with tbe results of his 
talks in Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, Bahrain, the United 
Arab Emirates and Qatar. 

"The countries I visited are 
willing to work with the Un- 
ited States as we follow a 


policy... to prevent aggres- 

«nn ku Tran a-sl Im. ” 


sion by Iraq and Iran/ said 
Mr. Perry. “The personal re- 


lationships I have established 
with area leaders will lead to 
extended access to bases and 
ports and more effective 
crises response.” 

A senior Pentagon official, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said Mr. Perry’s 
meetings with Qatar’s emir. 
Sheikh Khalifa Ben Hamad 
A1 Than!, resulted in an 
agreement to speed up plans 
to store enough supplies to 
support about 5,000 troops in 
battle. 

“They agreed to that total- 
ly,” tbe senior Pentagon offi- 
cial said. 

Supplies for one brigade 


are already stationed in 
Kuwait and the United States 
wants to put two more in the 
Gulf region to field an entire 
armoured division of about 
15,000 to 17,000 soldiers 

The official said Mr. Peny 
would like to see part of the 
equipment brought to Qatar 
as soon as possible and that 
he expected all the supplies 
to be in place by Sept. 30. 
19%. 

The official explained that 
construction of some ware- 
houses will be necessary to 
store the tanks, artillery, 
armoured personnel carriers 
and ammunition troops could 
use once they fly in from U.S. 
or European bases. 

Mr. Perry also discussed 
the opportunity of storing 


supplies during a visit to the 
Arab Emirates and if 


United Arab 
an agreement is reached to 
put supplies there then Qatar 
probably would host only one 
brigade. 


Paris hints U.S. behind 


Iran arms report leak 


PARIS (Agencies) — French 
Defence Minister Francois 
Leotard said Friday that a 
media report that France bad 
sold Exocet missiles to Iran 
might have been planted by 
the United States. 

Speaking on French radio, 
Mr. Lentard did not name 
the United States, but said 
the “dirty trick” might have 
been the work of a country in 
competition with France for 
rich arms contracts in the 
Gulf. 

Tbe report, carried by the 
weekly L’Express, said In- 
terior Minister Charles Pas- 
qua bad sold six ship-to-ship 
Exocet missiles to Tehran in 
a deal over an Iran- linked 
murder trial. The report was 
strongly denied by the French 
government, which said it 
was "disinformation.” 

"A false report is always a 
dirty trick,” said Mr. 
Leotard. “It is something one 


floats at a particular time, 
ific purpose/ 


with a sped! , r 

He went on: “There is such 
a thing as a trade war, espe- 
cially in that part of the world 
(the Gulf) and the interests of 
other powers might have 
been expressed to this way.” 
Mr. Leotard added, 
however, that the report 
might also have been a “man- 
oeuvre” in France's presiden- 
tial election campaign. 


Tbe Express report said 
the Exocets were provided in 
exchange for a guarantee that 
the trial in November last 
year of tbe former Iranian 
Prime Minister Shapur 
Bakhtiar took place without 
"violent” incidents. 

Tbe report coincided with 
an arms fair begin staged in 
Abu Dhabi where France and 
the United States, among 
others, are to competition for 
contracts worth between $40 
and $80 billion. 

On Thursday the United 
Arab Emirates denied to buy 
Franco-German Tiger attack 
helicopters worth nearly $250 
million in preference to the 
U.S.-build Seahawk. 

Conservative Prime Minis- 
ter Edouard Bahadur, whose 
presidential campaign is 
floundering, has flatly denied 
the report that France secret- 
ly sold missiles to Iran. 

Mr. Balladur, who is bat- 
tling socialist Lionel Jospin 


for second place in Opinion 
polls — well behind frontrun- 


ner and fellow Gaullist Jac- 
ques Chirac — appeared on a 
90-minute late-night inter- 
view show on Thursday to 
dismiss as "totally false” the 
allegation. 

The Interior Ministry de- 
scribed the report as “a parti- 
cularly grave disinformation 
operation/ 


Somalis better off without 


U.N. forces — EU envoy 


NAIROBI (R) — Tbe Euro- 


pean Union’s (EU) special 
id Friday 


envoy to Somalia said Friday 
the situation in Mogadishu 
had improved dramatically 
since United Nations forces 
evacuated at tbe end of their 
failed mission early this 
month. 

"It was the best thing that 
UNOSOM (the U.N. Opera- 
tion in Somalia) did to die 
last year — get out,” special 
envoy Sigurd Illing told Reu- 
ters in Nairobi. 

“There’s been more prog- 
ress to the last three weeks 
than in the last four years. 
There’s no doubt about 
that,” be said. 

Thousands of foreign 
troops patrolled Somalia for 
the last two years while the 
U.N.'s diplomatic officials 
cried to broker peace be- 
tween the warlords at a series 
of conferences. 

Tbe mission, which cost 
more than S3 billion, the lives 
of 132 foreign troops and 
hundreds of Somalis, saved 
thousands from starring to 
death but lost its way as it got 
involved in bloody feuding 
with local militias. 

"They (tbe Somalis) had 
resources lavished on them 
by UNOSOM which kept the 
strife going and as yon know 
much of it went into their 
pockets. UNOSOM became 


part of the problem,” Mr. 
Illing said. 

Mr. DJing visited the Soma- 
li capital this week and met a 
wide range of Somalis, from 
faction leaders Mohammad 
Farah Aideed and his rival 
Ali Mahdi Mohammad to 
dan elders and businessmen. 

The envoy, who is chair- 
man of tbe Somalia Aid 
Coordination Body (SACB) 
— an umbrella for relief 
agencies — said he was im- 
pressed that the Somalis had 
agreed to share control of the 
air and sea port. 

Many had feared that the 
departure of foreign troops 


would spark all-out war be- 
Genei 


tween General Aideed and 
Mr. Ali Mahdi’s militias as 
they moved to seize control 
of the abandoned airport and 
port, important economic 
assets for any private anny. 

Instead, the warlords de- 
clared they would jointly 
administer the city. The port 
has been working peacefully 
but the ■ 3 


““’v uwn common. 
The Somalis have appealed 
for UNOSOM to return 
equipment that it took away 
but which is vital for the 
running of the facilities, such 
as tug boats, control tower 
communications and fire en- 
gines. 
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French first lady 
barred entry to 
Senate building 
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WASHINGTON 


Danielle Mitterrand. 


French President Francois 
Mitterrand, was denied entn 
to a Senate building aft^ 
refusing to pass through a 
metal detector because sfe 
has a pacemaker, The 
Washington Post said Friday. 
An unidentified source 
quoted a member of her pat- 
ty as saying that she w® 
offered no alternative and 
was “rudely rebuffed.” The 
incident occurred Thursday 
at the Hart Senate building, 
where tbe first lady and be? 
entourage were scheduled to 
meet with Democratic Sena- 
tor Paul Simon for talks on 
human rights violation 
against the Kurds to Turkey 
and Iran. After being stop- 
ped by authorities at the 
door, the daily said, Mh. 
Mitterrand left and her patty 
proceeded to the meeting 
without her. 
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LONDON (R) — Britain’s 
Prince Charles attacked the 
U.S. language, saying ’ 
er English” should be 
world’s preferred means 
communication. Tbe Amer- 
ican version, be said, is cor- 
rupting. "We must act now to 
ensure that English — and 
that to my way of thmkmg 
means English English — 
maintains its position as the 
world language well into the 
next century/' Prince Charles 
told a reception organised by 
foe British Co until. Prince 
Charles, a staunch defender 
of tradition and the national 
heritage, said American En- 
glish was "very corrupting” 
and that the English version 
was the "proper” one. No 
stranger to controversy, 

Prince Charles has long risen 
to the defence of the English 
language but has focused past 
attacks on lax standards at 
home rather than the way 
Americans speak. The heir to 
the throne said that overseas 
adaptors of the Language (end U.S. 

to “invent all sorts of new 
norms and verbs and make 
words that shouldn’t be.” “I 
think we have to be a bit 
careful, otherwise tire whole 
thing gets rather a mess,” the 
prince said. More than 700 
million people around the 
world use English as a first or 
second language, said Prince.* 

Charles, noting that four- 
fifths of all electronic in- 
formation was stored in En- 
glish. “It is impossible to 
over-estimate the advantages ' 
the English language gives ns 
in the world. The figures are 
staggering,” he said. 
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‘World’s first 
AIDS case 
was false’ 
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LONDON (AFP) — Scien- 
tific evidence supposedly pro- 
ving that AIDS existed nearly 
40 years ago, was false, 
according to Friday’s Inde- 
pendent, which said the re- 
velations cast doubt on cur- 
rent thinkin g about the ori- 
gins of tire disease. Bnt tbe 
paper quoted Dr. George 
Williams, the retired patho- 
logist of Manchester Uni- 
versity, northern England, 
who carried ont the post- 
mortem on the Manchester 
man who died in 1959 re 
saytog: "I’m utterly, abso- 
lutely confident of the au- 
thenticity of that material.” 

According to the paper, find- 
: — by American scientists 
"exhaustive and highly 
sensitive tests” throw np two 
possibilities: Either tissue 
samples were mixed up in a 1 
laboratory at Manchester 
University — something re- 
garded as inconceivable — or ; e 
the samples were deliberate!? k r ^n“| £-■ p -n 
switched. It said foe scientists ■ Xat* 

believed that tissue samples . -> ;r 

used by Manchester Unj-- :hc:c 

versity researchers in tbe on- v- 3 r >j t / «usk 
gtoal analysis, published to Ir r dj.i.T. 

world acclaim in the medical ' 

journal the Lancet in 1990, 
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tient who became the worn s | ~*v 
patient aero/’ but from an k n 
AIDS victim/who died about 
1990. Virologists at Manchw jvjs ■ 

ter University claimed to ;o 

have found tbe genes of HIV k 4 
integrated into the DNA of 
tissue taken from the p** 
dent’s bone marrow, spleen 
and throat, said the Indepen- 
dent. For the past year, ■ , _ 

team led by Professor Dawd 
Ho, an authority on HIV,T^of. l ne “ c*. 

who is director of the Aaron 
Diamond AIDS Researd* - 

Centre at New York Uni- 
versity School of Medio*’ 
has repeatedly tried bnt 
failed to detect HIV in tire* 
samples taken from "patient 
zero." said the paper. 
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